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CHAP. I. 



i passed along the lane I have defcnbtd 
without perceiving or being obferved by 
a human being. The doors were (hut, 
the window-mutters clofcd, and all ww 
(till as night. I reached the extremity 
■of the lane unmolested. My purfucrs, 
if they immediately /ollowed, would 
-know that the likelihood was fmall of 
my having in the interval found flicker 
Vot. Ill, B in 
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in this place ; and would proceed with, 
out hefitation, as I on my part was 
obliged to do, from the end neareft to 
the prifon to its fartheft termination. 

The face of the country, in the fpot 
to which I had thus opened myfelf a 
paffage, was rude and uncultivated. It 
was overgrown with brufhwood and 
furze ; the foil was for the moft part of 
a loofe fand j and the furface extremely 
- irregular. I climbed a fmall eminence, 
and could perceive not very remote in 
the diftance a few cottages thinly fcat- 
tered. This profpeft did not altogether 
pleafe me ; I conceived that my fafety 
would for the prelent be extremely be-f 
nefited by keeping myfelf' from the view 
of any human being. 

I therefore came down again into the 
valley, and upon a careful examination 
pejeeived that it was interfperfed with ca- 
vities, fome deeper than others, bat all 
of chem fo (hallow as neither to be ca- 
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pable of hiding a man,, nor ©forking 
fufpicion as traces of poffible concealment. 
Meanwhile the day had burjuft, begun 
to dawn ; the morning was, lowering a/id 
drizzly ; and, though the depth;of thefe 
caverns was of courfe well known to the 
neighbouring inhabitants, the . (hadows 
they call were fo black and |impenetrar 
ble as might well have produced wider 
expectations in the mind of. a^ra^ge^. 
Poor therefore as w^as theprpte<5tion they 
were able to afford, I, thought itright;to 
have recourfe, to it for.tfye.;npmej}t, as, 
the belt the emergency would fuppdy. It 
was for my life ; and, the greater ,w.a;:thc 
jeopardy to which it. was expofed, tfie 
more dear did that life feem to. become 
to my affections. The recefs I .chofe as 
moll fecure was within little more than 
a hundred yards of the end of the,lane 
and the extreme buildings of the town. 

I had not flood up in this manner two 

minutes, before I heard the found of 

B a ' feet, 
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fefct, and prefentl? Taw the ordinary turn- 
key 'aisfi aaother paft by the place of my 
jfctrcai. They were fo clofe to me that, 
if'i- had -ft retched out my hand, J believe 
I could Have caught hold of their clothes 
without To much as changing my pofturc-. 
As no parr of 1 the overhanging earth 
intervened between me and them, I could 
fee them entire, though the -deepnefs of 
the- made rendered me almoft completely 
itivifiblc. I heard them fay to each 
c>ther, in tones of vehement afperity, 
Ctirfe the rafcal ! which way can he be 
gone ? The reply was, Damn him ! I 
wifli we had him but fafe once again 1 
Never fear ! rejoined the firft, he cannot 
have above half a mile the ftart of us. 
They were prefently out of hearing ; for, 
as to fight, I dared not advance my 
body fo much as an inch to look after 
them, left I fcould be difcovered by my 
purfucrs in fome other direction. From 
the very fhort time that elapfed between 
my 
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my efcape and the appearance of theft men 
! concluded that they . had shade theft 
way through the lame outlet as I had 
done, it being impoHible that they could 
have had time to come from the gate of 
the prifon and lb round a coniidcrable 
part of the town, as they mult othcrwifc 
have done. 

' I was So alarmed at- this instance of 
diligence on the part of the enemy, that 
for ibme time I fcarcely ventured to pro- 
ceed an inch from my place of conceal* 
menr, or almofl: to change my pofture* 
The morning, which had been bleak tad 
drizzly, was fucceeded by a day of heavy 
and incefl'ant rain j and the gloomy ftaw 
of the air and furrounding objects, to- 
gether with the extreme nearnefi of my 
prifon, and a total -want of food, caufed 
me to pafs the hours in no vefy agreeable 
fenfations. Thiiin clemency of the weather 
however, which generated a feeling of ftil- 
»da and jblhude, encouraged nje by de- 
B 3 grees 
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grees to change my retreat, for another 
of the faaie nature, but of fomewhjt 
greater fecurity. I hovered with little 
variation -about a Tingle fpot as long; 
as -the fun continued above the '< hori- 
zon. - 

• Towards evening the clouds began to 
difperfe, and the moon fhone, as on the 
preceding . night, in full brightnefs. I 
had" perceived no human creature.duriftg 
. the whole day, except' in (he inftance al- 
ready mentioned. This had perhap* 
lMefr ouf ifig to. the nature of the day ; at 
Allfcvents4 confidered it as too hazardous 
an experiment to venture from my hid- 
ing-place in fo clear and fine a night. ■ I 
was therefore obliged to wait for the 
fetting of this luminary, which was not 
till near five o'clock in the morning.- 
My only relief during this interval 
was to allow myfelf to (ink -V> the 
bottom of my cavern, it being fcarcely 
p&faibie for rac to continue any longer* 



.Google 



CALEB WILLIAMS. f 

on "my fat. Here I fell into an inter- 
rupted and unrefreffiing doze, the con-. 
iequence of a laborious night and a te- 
dious, melancholy day ; though I rather 
fought to avoid fleep, which, co- operating 
with the coldnefs of the feafon, would ' 
tend more to injury than advantage. 

The period of darknefs which I had 
determined to ufc for the purpofe of re- 
moving to a greater diftanee from my 
prifon was in its whole duration fome- 
thing lefs than three hours. When I 
rofe from my flat, I was weak with hun- 
ger and fatigue, and, which was worfe y I 
feemed between the dampnefs of the pre- 
ceding day, and the (harp, clear- froft of 
the night, to have loft the command of 
my limbs. I ftood up and (hook myfelf ; 
T leaned againft the fide of the hill, im- 
pelling in different directions the miif- 
cles of the extremities ; and at length re- 
covered in fome degree the fenfe of feel- 
ing. This operation was attended with- 
B 4, an 
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an incredible aching pain, and required 
no common fhare of rcfolutkm to en- 
counter and profecute it. Having quitted 
my retreat, I at firft advanced with weak 
and tottering fteps ; but, as I proceeded, 
increased my pace. The barren heath 
which reached to the edge of the town 
was at leaft on this fide without a path'* 
but the ftars (hone, and guiding myfclf 
by them I determined to fleer as far as 
poflible from the hateful fcene where I 
had been fo long confined. The line 1 
purfued was of irregular* furface, fome- 
times obliging me to climb a fteep afcent, 
and at others to go down into a dark and 
impenetrable dell. I was often compel- 
led by the dangeroufaefs- of the way to 
deviate confiderably from the direction 
I wifhed to purfue. In the mean time 
I advanced with as much rapidity, as. 
thefe and fimilar obftacles would permit 
me to do. The fwiftnefs of the motion 
and the thinnefs of the air icflored to me 
my 
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my alacrity. I forgot the inconvenience*- 
under which I laboured, and my mind 
became lively, fpirited and enthuftaftic. 

I had now reached the border of ihe- 
heath and entered upo&what- is ufually 
termed the foreft. Slraiige as it may 
feem, it is nevcrthelefs true, that, tx- 
haufted as I was with hunger, deftitutc 
of all provifion for the future, . and fur T 
rounded with the molt alarming dangers^ 
my mind fuddenly became glowing, ani- 
mated and chearful. 1 thought that by 
this time the moll formidable difficulties 
of my undertaking were furmountedj 
and I could not believe that, after haying . 
effected fo much, I Ihould find any thing: 
invincible in what remained to be done, 
! recollected the confinement I had un- 
dergone and the fate that had impended 
over me with, horror. . Never did snaft 
feel more vividly than I felt at that mo» 
ment the fweets of liberty. Never 
did man more fbrenuoufly prefer poverty 
B 5 with 
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with independence to the artificial allure* 
rrients of a life of flavery. I ftretched 
forth my arms with rapture, I clapped 
my hands one upon the other, and ex- 
claimed, Ah, this is indeed to be a man ! 
Thefe wrifts were lately galled with fet- 
ters ; all my morions, whether I rofe up 
or fat dbwn, were echoed to with the 
clanking of chains ; 1 was tied down like 
ffwild beafty and could not move but in 
a circle of a few feet in circumference.; 
Now I can run, fleet as a greyhound ; 
and' leap like a young roe'iipon the 
mountains. Oh, God! (if God there be; 
that condefcerids to record the lonely 
beatings of an anxious heart) thou only 
canft tell with what delight a prifoner, 
jiift broke forth from his dungeon, hugs 
thebleflings of new found liberty! Sa- 
fred and indefcribable moment; when 
man regains his rights!' But lately I 
held my life in jeopardy, becaufe' on* 
man was unprincipled enough to aflert 
. '• ■ what 
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what he knew to be falfe ; I was deftined- 
to fuffer an early and inexorable death 
from the hands of others,. becaufe none 
of them had. penetration enough to dif- 
ttnguifh from falfhood what I uttered 
with the entire conviction of a full- 
fraught heart.! Strange, that men from 
age to age Ihould confent to hold their 
lives at the breath of another, merely that 
each in his .turn. may have a power of 
acting the. tyrant according to law! 
Oh, God ! give me poverty 1 . Ihower 
upon rne all the imaginary hardihips of 
human, ^ife ! I will receive them all with 
thankfulnefs. Turn me a prey to the wild 
beafts of the defers fo I be never again 
the victim of man drcfied in.thegpre- 
drippjng robes of authority ! Suffer me 
at Jeaft to cajl life, and the purfuits of life 
my oy/n ! ' Let me hold it at the mercy 
of elements, of the hunger of'begftsor 
the revenge of barbarians, but hot of the 
cold-blooded prudence 6f monopolifts 
B'6 and" 
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»nd kings!— — How enviable was- tfer 
emhufiafm which could thus fumifli me 
with energy, in the rnidlt of hunger, po- 
verty and univcrfal defertion ! 

I had now walked at kaft fix miles. 
At firft I carefully avoided the habita- 
tions that lay in my way, and feared to 
be feeh by any of the perfons to whom 
they belonged, left it mould in any de- 
gree furnifh a clue to the researches of 
my purfuers. As I went forward, I con- 
ceived it might be proper to relax a part 
of my precaution. At this time I per- 
ceived icveral perfons coming out of a 
thicket clofe to me. I immediately con- 
fidered this circumftancc as rather fa- 
vourable than the contrary. It was ne- 
ceffary for me to avoid" entering any 7 of 
the town's and villages in the vicinity. 
At the fame time it was full time that I 
fhould procure for myfelf fome fpecies 
of refrefhment i and it was by no means 
improbable that thefe men might be in 
fome 
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feme way affiftnig to me irv that- refpecV , 
In my Gtuation. it appeared to me indif-. 
fcrent what might be Ehoir employment 
or profcffion. I had little to apprehend. 
from thieves, and I believed that they,, 
as well as honed men, could not fail to- 
have fome companion for a periort under- 
my circumftances. I therefore rather 
threw myfclf in their way than avoided- 
them. 

They were thieves. One of die com- 
pany cried out, Who goes there ? ftand I 
I aecofted them. Gentlemen, laid. I, I 

am a poor traveller, almoft While I 

fpokc, they came round me, and he thai 
had firft hailed me faid, Damn me, tip 
us none of your palaver » we have heard 
that ftory of a poor traveller any time 
thefe five years. Come, down with your 
duft ! let us fee what you have got ! Sir, 
I replied, I have not a milling in the 
world, and am more than half ftarved 
befide; Not a willing ! anfwered my 
afiailant, 
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aflailant.-what, I fuppofe you are as poorr 
as a. thief? But, if you have not money, 
you have clothes, and thofe you muft 
refigfi. 

My clothes ! rejoined. I with indigna- 
tion, you cannot, defire fuch a thing. Is. 
it not enough that I am ptr.nylefs ? I- 
have been all night upon the open heath. 
It-is now the fccond day that I have not 
eaten a morfei. of bread. Would you 
ftrip- me naked to the weather in the 
midft of this depopulated foreft ? No, 
no, you. are men! The fame hatred of 
©pfi-efliQii that arms you againft the in- 
fokiicti of- wealth,, wilj teach you tore* 
liev^ thoJe, who are perilhing like me. 
Eof God's fake, give me food I do not 
ftrip rne of the. benefits I.ftill pofiefsi - 
. .While I uttered this apoftrophe, . the 
ppprenftditated eloquence of fentiment, J 
cOuld!perccive by their. gefturesi though 
the day had not yet begun to 'dawn, that 
the feelings of one ;or two of- the eom-t 
i ' •'■ p an y 
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pany appeared ' to take my part. The 
man, who had already undertaken to be 
their fpokefman, perceived the fame 
thing; and excited cither by the brutal- 
ity of his temper or the love of com- 
mand, hafteired to anticipate the difgrace 
of a defeat. He bruffied fuddenly up 
to me, and by main force puftied me 
feveral feet from the place- where I flood. 
The Ihock I received drove me- upon a 
fecotid of the gang, not- one of thofe who 
had liftened to my expostulation ; and he 
repeated the fame brutality. My indig- 
nation was ftrongly excited by this treat- 
ment; and, after being thruft backward 
and forward two or three times in this 
manner, I broke through my aflailants, 
and turned round to defend myfelf. The 
firft that:advanced within my reach was 
my original enemy. In the prefenr. mo* 
ment 1 liftened to nothing but the dic- 
tates of paflion, and I laid him at his 
length on the earth. I was immediately 
afiaikd 
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affailed with fticks and bludgeons on. all 
fides, and prefently received ■ blow that 
almoft deprived' me of my fenfes. The 
man I had knocked down was now upon. 
his feet again,, and aimed a ftroke at me 
with a cutlafs as I fell, which took place 
in a deep wound upon my neck and' 
ihouldsr. He was going to repeat his- 
blow. The two who had leemed to- 
waver at firft in' their animofity, after- 
wards appeared to me to join in the at* 
tack, urged either by animal fympathy- 
or the fpirir of imitation. One of them' 
however, as- I afterwards underftood r 
feized the arm of the man who was go- 
ing to ftrike me a fecond time with- his- 
c«lafs, and who would otherwife pro- 
bably have put an end to my exigence. 
I could hear the words, Damn it, enough, 
enough 1 that is too . bad, Jones ! How 
fo ? replied a fecond voice; he will. but 
pine here upon the fbreft, and die by 
inches ; it is an aft of charity in this cafe 
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to put him out of his pain.— It will be 
imagined that 1 was not unintercfted in 
this fort of debate. I made an effort to 
fpeak ; my voice failed me. I ftrctched 
out one hand with a gefture of iatreaty. 
You Hull not ftrike, by God ! laid one 
of the voices^ why mould we be mur- 
derers.? — The fide of forbearance at 
length prevailed. They therefore con- 
tented themfelves with ftripping me of 
my coat and waiftcoat, and rolling mo 
into a dry ditch. They then kft me* 
totally regardlefe of my diftrefled condi- 
tion, and the plentiful effufion of blood, 
which ftrcamed from my wound* 
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CHAP. II. . 

J.N this woful fituation, though 'ex- 
tremely weak, I was not deprived of 
fenfe. I* tore my fliirt from my naked' 
body, "itid with it endeavoured-wkh fame' 
fijecefs to make a barfdage to ftanch tne 
flowing of the blood. I then exerted 
myfelf to crawl up the fide of the ditcb. 
I hadTcarcely effected the latter, when 
with equal' furprife and joy I perceivect 
a man advancing at no. great diftanee. 
I called for help as well as. I could. The 
man came towards me with evident figns 
of companion, and the figure I exhibited 
was indeed, fuf&ciently calculated to ex- 
cite it. I had no hat. My hair was difhe- 
veled, and the ends of the locks clot- 
ted with blood. My ftiirt was wrapped 
about my neck, and (boulder,, and was. 
plenci- 
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plentifully ftained with red. My body 
which was naked to my middle was va- 
riegated with' ft reams of blood,' nor had 
my breeches which were of leather by 
any means efcaped. 

For God's fake, my poor fellow ! faid 
he, with a tone of the greateft imaginable" 
kindnefs, how came you thus r And, 
ftying this, he lifted me up, and ; fetfflo 
on my feet. ' Can you ftand ?" added he 
doubtfully. Oh, yes, very well, I re- 
plied. Having received this anfwer, he 
quitted me, and began to take off his 
own Coat, that he might cover me from 
the cold. I had however overrated my 
Irrength, and was no fooner left to my- 
ielf, than I reeled, and fell almoft at my 
length upon' the ground. But I broke 
my fall by ftretching out my found arm, 
and again raifed myfelf upon my knees. 
My benefaftor now covered me t raifed me, 
and bidding me lean upon him told me 
he would prcfently conduct me to a place 
* where 
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where I fhould betaken care of. Courage 
is a capricious property ; and, though 
while I had, no dne to depend upon but 
myfelf, I, pollened a mine, of fcemingly 
inexhaustible fortitude, yet no fooner 
did I find this unexpe&ed fympathy on 
the part of another, than my refoiution 
appeared to give way, and , I felt myfclf 
ready to faint; My charitable conduc- 
tor perceived this, «nd he every now and 
then encouraged me ia a manner fo chear- 
ful, fo good humoured and benevolent* 
equally free from theharflinefs of rebuke 
and the wcaknefs of indulgence, that i 
thought myfelf under the conduct of an, 
angel rather .than a man. I could per- 
ceive that his behaviour bid in it nothing 
of boorifh rudenefs, and that he was 
thoroughly imbued with toe principle* 
o£ affectionate civility. 

We walked about three quarters of * 

mile,, and that not towards the ope% but 

the moft uncouth and unfrequented part 

of 



.Google 



CALIB WILLIAMS. it 

of the foreft. We eroded a place which 
had once been a moat, bat which was 
now in fome parts dry and in others con- 
tained a little muddy and ftagnated wa- 
ter. Within the inclofure of this moat; 
and among the ftill viGble foundations 
of a larger, ancient building, was a cot- 
tage, or rather two or three cottages ir- 
regularly thrown together, not different 
from the habitations of the peafantry in 
general, except as they were conftruAed 
for the moft part of materials fupplied 
from this ancient ruin. 

My conductor knocked at the door, 
and was anfwered by a voice from with- 
in, which for body and force might have 
been the voice of a man, but which had' 
a fort of female fbarpnefs and acidity, 
wth the enquiry, Who-is there ? Satisfac- 
tion was no foooer given in this point, 
than 1 beard two bolts pufhed back and 
the door unlocked. The apartment 
opened, and we entered. The interior 

x of 
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of the building by no means .^orrefpoad- 
ed with the appearance of my protestor, 
but on the contrary wore a face of dif- 
Comfprt, carelcflhefs and dirt, The only, 
perfon I faw within was a woman, rather 
advanced in life, and whofe appearance 
had I know not what of extraordinary, 
and Ioathfome. Her eyes were red and, 
blood-fhot; her hair was pendent in 
matted and fhaggy trefles about her 
fliouldersj her complexion fwarthy, and 
of the confillency of parchment; her 
- form fpare, and her whole body, her 
arms in particular, uncommonly vigo- 
rous and mufcular. Not the milk of hu- 
man kindiiefs, but the feverous blood of 
favage ferocity feemed to flow from her 
heart ; and her whole figure fuggefted 
an idea of immitigable energy and an ap- 
petite gorged in malevolence. This in- 
fernal Thaleftris had no fooner call her 
eyes upon us as we entered, than flie ex- 
claimed in a discordant and difcontented 
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■voice, What have we got here? this is not 
one of our people ! My conductor, with? 
out anfwering this apoftrophe, bid her 
pufli an eafy chair which flood in one 
corner, and let it directly before the fire. 
This ihe did with apparent reluctance-, 
muttering, Ah, you are at your old 
tricks i' I wonder what fuch folks as we 
have to do with charity ! It will be the 
ruin of us at laft, I can fee that ! Hold 
jour tongue, beldam! faid he, with, a 
item fignificance of manner, and fetch 
one of my belt fhirts, a waiftcoat and 
fome dreffings. Saying this, he at the 
fame time put into her hand a fmall 
bunch of keys. In a word, he treated 
roe with as much kindnefs. as if he had 
Jbeen my father. He examined' my 
wound, warned and dreffed it; at the 
fame time that the old woman by hU 
cxprefs oi;der prepared for me fuch, 
nourHhment as he thought moft fui table 
to my weak and languid condition. 

. Tfeefc 
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Thefc operations were no fooner com- 
pleted, than my benefa&or recommend- 
ed to me to -retire to reft, and prepara- 
tions were making for that purpofe, 
when fuddenly a trampling of feet was 
heard, fucceeded by a knock at the door. 
The old woman opened the door with 
the fame precautions as had been em- 
ployed upon our arrival, and immediate- 
ly fix or feven perfons tumultuoufly en- 
tered the apartment. Their appearance 
was different, fome having the air of mere 
nifties, and others that of a tarniflied 
fort of gentry. A11 had a feature of bold- 
nefs, inquietude and'diforder, extremely 
unlike any thing I had before obferved 
in fuch a groupe. But my aftonifh- 
ment was ftill increafed, when upon a 
fecond glance I perceived fomething in 
the general air of feveral of them, and of 
one in particular, that perfuaded me 
they were the gang from which I had 
juft efcaped, and this one the antagonift 
2 by 
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by whofe animofity I was fo near to the 
having been finally dcftroyed. I inftantly 
imagined they had entered our hovel with 
a hoftile intention, that my benefadtor 
was upon the point of being robbed, and 
I probably murdered. 

This fufpicion however was foon re- 
moved. They addreffed my conductor 
with refpeft under the appellation of cap- 
tain; They were boifterous and noify 
in their remarks and exclamations, but 
their turbulence was tempered by a cer- 
tain deference to his opinion and autho- 
rity. I could obferve in the perfon who 
had been my active opponent ibme auk- 
wardnefs and irrefolution as he firft per- 
ccived me, which he difmifted with a fort 
of effort, exclaiming, Who the devil is 
here ? There was fomcthing in the tone 
of this apoftrophe that roufed the atten- 
tion of my protector. He looked at the 
fpeaker with a fixed and penetrating 
glance, and then faid, Nay, Jones, do 

Vol. III.' C you 
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you know ? Did you ever fee the perfori 
before? Curie it, Jones! interrupted a 
third, you are damnably out of luck. 
They fay dead men walk, and you fee 
there is fome truth in it. Truce with 
"your impertinence, Barton ! replied my 
protestor, this is no proper occaiion for 
a joke. Anfwer me, Jones, were you 
the caufe of this young man being left 
naked and wounded this bitter morning 
upon the foreft ? . 

Mayhap I was. What then ? 
What provocation could induce you 
to fo cruel a treament ? 

Provocation enough. He 'had no 
money. 

What, did you ufe him thus without 
fo much as being irritated by any refift- 
ance on his part ? 

Yes,hedid refill. I only huftled him, 
and he had theimpudence to ftrike me. 
Jones ! you are an incorrigible fel- 
low. 

Pooh; 
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Pooh, what fignifics what [ am ? You 
with your compaffion and your fine feel- 
ings will bring us all to the gallows. 

1 have nothing to fay to you ; I have 
no hopes of you ! Comrades, it is for 
you to decide upon the conduct of this 
man as you think proper. You know 
how repeated his oiTences have been; 
you know what pains I have taken 
. to mend him. Our profeflion is the 
: profeflion of juftice, [It is thus that 
the prejudices of men univerfally teach 
them to colour the moil defperate cauie, 
to. which they have determined to .ad- 
here.] We undertake to counteract the 
partiality and iniquity of public inftitu- 
tions. We, who are thieves without a 
licence, are at open war with another fet 
of men, who are thieves according to 
law. _ If any one difapprove our pro- 
. ceedings, at leaft we have this to fay for 
. ourfelves, we a£t not by choice, but only 
as our wife governors force us to aft. If 
Ca any 
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any one difapprove our proceedings, 
they have this apology in their favour, 
we rifle our lives when we adopt them, 
and (take our all upon their goodnefs 
and cogency. Time will one day decide 
whether we or our oppreflbrs be the ge* 
nuine patriots: for the prefent we are 
cenfured, only becaufe they are the Wrong- 
er party. With fuch a caufe then to 
bear us out, (hall we (tain it with cruel- 
ty* malice and revenge ? For my own 
part I glory in the name of a thief; and 
am firmly perfuaded there is not a more 
gallant and honourable profeflion upon 
the face of the earth, fo long as it is ex- 
ercifed with a generous heart. — A thief 
Is of courfe a man living among his 
equals ; I do not pretend' therefore to 
affume any authority among you } aft as 
you think proper ■, but fo far as relates 
■ to myfelf, I vote that Jones be expelled 
from among us as a difgracc to our ib- 
ciety. 

3 This 
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This proportion feemed to meet the 
general fenfe. It was eafy to perceive 
that the opinion of the reft coincided 
with that of their leader j notwuhftanding 
which a few of them hefuatcd as to the 
conduct ro be purfued. In the mean time 
Jones muttered fomething in a furly and 
irrcfolute way about taking care how 
they provoked him. This insinuation 
inftantly roWed the courage of my pro- 
tector, and his eyes fiaftied with con- 
tempt. 

Rafcal I fatd he, do you menace us ? 
Do you think we will be your flaves? 
No, no, do your worfl \ Go to the next 
juttice of. the peace and impeach us j I 
can eafily believe you are capable of it. 
Sir, when we entered into this gang, we 
were not fuch fools as not to know that 
we enteitai upon a icrvice of danger. 
One Of its dangers eonfifts in the trea- 
chery of fellows like you. But we did 
■ot enter at firft, to flinch now. Did 
Cj you. 



,Goo^le 



3© ADVENTURES OF 

you believe that we would live in hourly 
fear of you, tremble at your threats, and 
compromife; whenever you mould fo 
pleafe, with your infolence ? That would 
be a bleffed life indeed! I would rather' 
fee my fleih torn .piecemeal from my 
bones ! Go, fir ! I defy you ! You dare" 
not do it ! You dare not facrifice all 
thefe gallant fellows to your. rage, and 
publifh yourfdf to all thewdrld a traitor 
and a fcoundrel ! If you do, you will pu- 
nifh yourfelf, not us ! Begone ! 

The intrepidity of the leader commu- 
nicated itfelf to the reft of the company. 
Jones eafily faw that there was no hope of 
bringing them over to a contrary fenti- 
ment. After a fhort paule, he anfwered/ 
I did not mean — No, damn it 1 I will not 
fnivel neither. I was always true to my 
principles, and a friend to you all. But, 
fince you are refolved to turn me out, 
why— good bye to you ! 

The expulfion of this man produced a 
remarkable 
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remarkable improvement in the whole 
gang. Thofe who were .before inclined iq 
humanity, affumed new energy in propor- 
tion as they faw fuch ientimenrs likely to 
prevail. They had before fullered them- 
fclves to be overborne by the bojfterous 
infolence of their antagonists i but now 
they adopted and with fuccefs a different 
conduct. Thofe who envied the afcen- 
dancy of their comrade, and therefore 
imitated his conduct, began to hefitate in 
their career. Stories were brought for- 
ward of the cruelty and brutality of 
Jones, both to men and animals, which 
had never, before reached the ear of the 
leader. Tbefc ftories X Ihall not repeat. 
.They could excite only emotions of ab- 
horrence and difguft, and fome of them 
argued a mind of fuch a ftretch of depra- 
vity as to many readers would appear ut- 
terly incredibje. And yet this man had 
his virtues. He was enterprifing^ perfe- 
vering and faithful. . 

C4 His 
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His removal was a considerable benefit 
to me. It would have beep no fmall hard- 
ship to have been turned adrift immedi- 
ately under my unfavourable circum- 
ftances, with the additional difadvantage 
of the wound I had received -, and yet 
1 could fcarcely have ventured to re- 
main under the fame roof with a man 
to whom my appearance was as a. guilty 
conscience, perpetually reminding him of 
his own offence and the counteraction of 
his leader. His profeffion accustomed 
. him to a certain degree of indifference to 
confequences, and indulgence to the-fal- 
lies of paflion ; and he might eafily have 
found his opportunity to infult or. injure 
me, when 1 mould have had nothing but 
my own debilitated exertions to protect 
me. 

Freed from this danger, I found my 

fituation fufEciently fortunate for a man 

under my circumftances. It was attended 

with all the advantages for concealment 

my 
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my fondeft imagination could havehopedj 
and it was by no means deftitute of the 
benefits which arife from kindnefs and 
humanity. Nothing could be more un- 
like than the thieves 1 had feen in — — 
gaol and the thieves of my new refidence. 
The latter were generally full of chear- 
fulnefs and merriment. Theycould cx- 
patiate freely wherever they thought pro- 
per. They could form plans and execute 
them. They confuttcd their own incli- 
nations. They did not impofe upon them- 
fclves the taik, as is too often the cafe in 
human focicty, of feemhig tacitly td ap- 
prove that from which they fuffered moft j 
or, which is worley of perfuading them- 
selves that all the wrongs they fuffered 
were right ; but were at open war with 
their oppreflbrs. On the contrary the im- 
prifbned felons I had lately feen were 
flaut up like wild beads in a cage, de- 
prived of a&ivity, and palfied with in- 
dolence. The occafional demonftrations 
C,$ thac 
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that ftill remained of their former eriter- 
prifing life, were the Harts and convul- 
fions of diieafe, not the meditated and 
confiftent exertions of a mind in health. 
They had no more of hope, of project, 
of golden and animated dreams, but were 
referved to the moft difmal profpects, 
and forbidden to think upon any other 
topic. It is true that thele two fcenes 
were parts of one whole, th,e one the con- 
fummation, the hourly to be expected 
fucceffor of the other. But the men I 
.now faw were wholly inattentive to this, 
and jn that refpect appeared to have no 
intercourfe.with reflection or reafon. 

I might in one view, as I have faid, 
congratulate myfelf upon my prefent re- 
fidencej it anfwersd completely the pur- 
pofes of concealment. It was the feat of 
merriment and hilarity; but the hilarity 
that characterifed it, produced no corre- 
fpondent feelings in my bofom. The 
perfons who compofed this_ fociety, had 
each 
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each of them caft off all control from 
eftablilhed principle ; their trade. was ter- 
ror,, and their conftant object to elude the 
vigilance of the community.. The in- 
fluence of theie circumftances was vifible 
in^tlieir character. I found among thenv 
benevolence and kindnefs j they were 
ftrongly fufceptible of emotions of gene- 
rofity. But, as their ftruation was pre- 
carious, their difpofitions were propor- 
tionably fluctuating. Inured to the ani- 
mofity of their fpecies, they were irri- 
table and pafiionate. Accuftomed to ex- 
ercife harftinefs towards the fubjecc of 
their depredations, they did- not always 
confine their brutality within that fcope. 
They were habituated to confider 
wounds, and bludgeons and ftabbing, as 
die obvious mode of furmounting every 
difficulty. Uninvolved in the debilitating 
routine of human affairs, they frequently 
difplayed an energy, which from every 
impartial obferver'would have extorted 
C 6 veneration.. 
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veneration. Energy is perhaps of all 
qualities the moit invaluable ; and a juft 
political fyftcm would poflHs the means 
of extracting from it thus circumftanced 
its beneficial qualities, inftead of confign- 
ing it as now to unlimited deftru&ion. We 
aft like the chymift who fhould reject 
the finelr. ore, and employ none but what 
was Sufficiently debafed to tit it immedi- 
ately for the vileft ufcs» But the energy 
of thefc men, fuch as I beheld it, was in 
the higheft degree mifapplied, unaffjfted 
by any, liberal and enlightened views, 
and directed only to the molt narrow and 
contemptible purpofes. 

The refidence I have been defcribing 
might to many perfons have appeared at- 
tended with intolerable inconveniences. 
But, exclufively of its advantages as a 
field for speculation, it was Elyiium com- 
pared with that from which I had juft 
efcaped. ©ypleafing company, incom- 
modious apartments, filchinefs and riot, 
loft 
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loft the circumftancc by which they 
could moft effectually difguft, when E 
was not compelled to remain with them. 
All hardships I could patiently endure, 
in companion with the menace of a vio- 
lent and untimely death. There was no 
fuffering that I could not perfuade myfelf 
to confider as trivial, except that which 
flowed from the tyranny, the frigid pre- 
caution, or the inhuman revenge of my 
own fpecies. 

My recovery advanced in the moft fa- 
vourable manner. The -attention and 
kindnefs of my protector were inceflant, 
and the reft caught the ipirit from bis 
example.. The old woman who fuper- 
intended the houfhol ■, ftill retained her 
animofity. She confidered me as the 
caufe of the expulfion of Jones from the ' 
fraternity ; Jones had been the object of 
her particular partiality; and, zealous as 
fhe was for the public . concern, flic 
thought an old and experienced tinner for 
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a raw probationer but an ilJ exchange; 
Add to which, that her habits inclined 
her to morofenefs and discontent, and 
that perfons of her complexion fcem un- 
able to exift without fome object upon 
which to employ the Superfluity of their 
gall. She loft ho opportuniry upon the 
moft trifling occafion of displaying her 
animofity, and ever and anon eyed me 
with a furious glance of canine hunger 
for my destruction. Nothing was more 
evidently, mortifying to her than the pro- 
craftination of her malice; nor could me 
bear to think that a fiercenefs fo gigantic 
and'uncontrolable Ihould Ihow itfclf in 
nothing - more terrific than the pigmy- 
fpite of a chamber-maid. For myfelf, I 
had been accuftomed to the warfare of 
formidable adverfaries and the encounter 
of alarming dangers ; and what I faw of 
her fpleen had not power fufEcient to 
difturb my tranquillity. 

As I recovered, I told my, ftory, ex- 
cept 
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cept fo far as related to the detection of 
Mr. Falkland's eventful fecret, to my 
protestor. That particular I could not 
as yet prevail upon myfelf to difclofe 
even in a fituation like this, which feemed 
to preclude the poffibility of its being 
made ufe of to the difadvantage of my 
perfecutor. My prefent auditor how- 
ever, whofe habits of thinking were ex- 
tremely oppofite to thofe of Mr. Forefter, 
did not from the obfeurity which flowed 
from this referve, deduce any unfavour- 
able conclufion. His penetration was 
fuch as to afford little room for an im- 
porter to hope to miftead him by a ficti- 
tious ftatemeht, and he confided in that 
penetration. So confiding, the fimplicity 
and integrityof my manner carried con- 
viction to his mind, and infured his 
good opinion and friendfhip. 
■ He liftenfidtomy ftory with eagernefs, 
and commented on theieveral parts as I 
related them. He faid that this was 
only 
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only one frcfh inftancc of the tyranny 
and perfidioufnefe exercifed by the pow- 
erful members of the community againft 
thofc who were Jefs privileged than 
themfelves. Nothing could be more 
clear than their readinefs to facrifice the 
human fpecies at large to their meaneffc 
intereft or wild?ft caprice. Who that 
law the fituation in its true light would 
wait till their oppreflors thought fit to de- 
cree their dcftru&ion, and not take arms. 
in their . defence while it was yet in their 
power? Which was molt meritorious,, 
the unreftfting and daftardly fubmiffioni 
of a (lave, or the enterprise and- gallantry 
of the man whodared to afiert his claims?' 
Since by the partial adm initiation of 
our laws innocence, when power was. 
armed againft it, had nothing better to 
hope for than guilt* what man of true 
courage would fail to let thefe laws at de- 
fiance, and, if he mult fuffer by their in- 
justice, at kail take care thai he had firft 
Jhown 
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mown his contempt of their yoke F For 
' himfelf he mould certainly, never have 
' embraced his prefent calling, had he not 
been Simulated to it by thcie cogent and 
irrefiftible reafons ; and he hoped, as est. 
perience had fo forcibly brought a con- 
viction of this fort to my mind, that he 
fliould for the future have the happinefs 
to aiTociate me to his purfuits. — It will 
prefently be feen how far thefe hopes 
were confirmed by the event. 

Numerous were the precautions exer- 
cifcd by the gang of thieves with whom I 
now refided to elude the vigilance of the 
iatellites of juftice. It was one of their 
rules to commit no depredations but at 
a confiderable diftancc from the place of 
their refidence, and Jones had tranfgrefled 
this regulation, in the attack to which I 
was indebted for my prefent afylum. Af- 
ter having poflt-ffed themfelves of any 
booty, they took care in the fight of the 
perfons whom they had robbed to purfue 
a route 
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a route as nearly as poflibte oppofite to , 
that which led to their true haunts. The 
appearance of their place of refidence, 
together with its environs was peculiarly 
defolate and forlorn, and it had the repu- 
tation of being haunted. The old woman 
I have defcribed had long been its inha- 
bitant, and was commonly fuppofed to be 
its only inhabitant! and her perfon well 
accorded with the rural ideas of a witch. 
Her lodgers never went out or came in 
but with the utmoft circumfpeftion, and 
generally by night. The lights which 
were occafionally feen from various parts 
of her habitation were by. the country 
people regarded with horror as fuperna- 
tural ; and, if the noife of revelry at any 
time fainted their ears, it was imagined to- 
proceed from a carnival of devils. Witb 
all thefe advantages the thieves did not 
venture to refide here but by intervals : 
fometimes they abfented themfclves for 
months, and refided in a different part of 
the; 
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the country. The old woman fometimcs 
attended them in thefe tranfportatiohs, 
and fometimes remained ; but in all cales 
her removal took place either. fooner or 
larer than theirs, fo that the niceft ob- 
ftrver could fcarcely have traced any conr ' 
nection between her re- appearances and 
the alarms of depredation that were fre- 
quently given ; and thefeftival of demons 
feemed to the terrified ruftics indifferent- 
ly to take place whether (he were prefent 
or abfent. 
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On 



/NE day, while I continued in till* 
fituation, a circumftance occurred, which 
involuntarily attracted my attention. Two> 
of our people had been font to a town at 
fome diftanee for the purpofe of procur- 
ing us fome things of which we were In 
want. After having delivered thefe to 
our landlady, they retired to one corner 
of the room, and, one of them pulling a 
printed paper from his pocket, they mu- 
tually occupied themfelves in examining; ■ 
its contents. 1 was fitting in an eafy 
Chair by the fire, being confiderably bet- 
ter than 1 had been, though Mill in a 
weak and languid ftate. Having read 
for a confiderable time, they looked -at 
me, and then at the paper, and then at 
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ific again. They then went out of the 
room together, as if to confult without 
interruption upon fomething which that 
paper fuggefted to them. Some time af- 
ar they returned, and my protector, who 
happened to be above ftairs, entered the 
room at the fame inftanc 

Captain ! faid one of them with an air 
of pjeafure, look here I we have found a 
prize ! I believe it is as good as a bank 
note of a hundred guineas. 

Mr. Raymond (that was his name) 
took the paper and read. He paufed 
for a moment. He then crulbed the 
paper in his hand ; and, turning to the 
perfon from whom he had received it, 
faid with the tone of a man confident in 
•the fuccefs of his reafons," 

What ufe have you for -thefe hundred 
guineas ? Are you in want ? Are you in 
diftrefs ? Can you be contented to pur- 
chafe them at the price of treachery ? of 
violating the laws of hofpitality ? 

Faith, 
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Faith, captain, I do not very well 
know. After having violated other laws, 
I do not fee why we mould be frightened 
at an old faw. We pretend to judge for 
ourfelves, and ought to be above fhrink- 
ing from a bugbear of a proverb. Be- 
tide, this is a good deed, and 1 fhoukl 
think no more harm of being the ruin of 
fuch a thief, than of getting my dinner. 

A thief! You talk of thieves !■ 

Not fo fait, if you pleafe. God defend 
that t mould fay a word again thieving as 
a general occupation I But one man fteals 
, in one way, and another in another. For 
my part, I go upon the highway, and take 
from any. ftranger I meet what it is a 
hundred to one he can very well fpare. 
I fee nothing to be found fault with in i 
that. But I have as much confeience as 
another man.. Becauie I laugh at alfizes 
and great wigs and the gallows, and be- 
cauie I will not be frightened from an 
innocent action when the lawyers fay me 
4 nay. 



,Goo^le 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 'ty 

nay, does it follow that I am to have a 
fellow-feeling for pilferers, and raically 
fervants, and people that have neither 
juftice nor principle? No: I have tooy 
much refpect for the trade, not to be a foe 
to interlopers and people that fo much 
the more deferve my hatred becaufe the 
world calls them by my name. 

You are wrong, Wilfon ! You cer- 
teainly ought not to employ again ft peo- 
ple that you hate, fuppofing your hatred' 
to be reafonable, the inftru mentality of 
that law which in your practice you defy. 
Be confident. Either be the friend of 
law, or its adversary. Depend upon it 
that, wherever there are laws at all, there 
will be laws againft fuch people as y«u 
and I. Either therefore we all of us de- 
ferve the vengeance of the law, or law is 
not the proper inftrument of correcting 
the mifdeeds of mankind. I tell you ' 
this, becaufe I would fain have you aware 
that an informer or a king's evidence, 
a man 
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ft man who cakes advantage of the confi- 
dence of another in order to betray him,, 
who fells the life of his neighbour for 
money, or coward like, upon any pre- 
tence calls in the law to do that for him 
which he cannot or dares not do for him- 
felf, is the vileft of rafcals. But in the 
prefent cafe, if your reafons were the bcft 
in the world, they do not apply. 

While Mr. Raymond was fpeaking? 
the reft of the gang came into the room. 
He immediately turned to them and 
laid, 

My friends, here is a piece of intelli- 
gence that Wilfon has juft brought in, 
which with his leave I will lay before 
you. 

. Then, pulling the paper from his 
pocket, he continued : This is the de- 
fcription of a felon with the offer of a 
hundred guineas for his apprehenfion. 

"Wilfon picked it up at . By the 

time and other cue u in fiances, but par- 
ticularly 
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tfcularly by the minute defcription of 
his perfon, there can be no doubt but the 
object of it is our young friend, whole 
life I was a little while ago the inftrument 
of faving. He is charged here with hav- 
ing taken advantage of the confidence of 
his patron and benefactor, to rob him of 
property to a large amount. Upon this 
charge he was committed to the county 
jail, from whence he made his efcape 
about a fortnight ago without venturing 
to ftand his trial, a circumftance which 
is ftated by the advertifer as tantamount 
to a confeflion of his guilt. 

My friends, 1 was acquainted with the 
particulars of this ftory fome time before. 
This lad let me into his hiftory at a time 
that he could not poflibly have forefeen 
that he fhould ftand in need of that pre- 
caution as an antidote againft danger. He 
is not guilty of what is laid to his charge. 
. Which of you is lb ignorant as to fup- 
pofe that his efcape is any confirmation 
Vol. III. D of 
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of his guilt ? Who ever thinks, when he 
is apprehended for trial, of his innocence 
or guilt as being at all material to the 
iffue ? Who ever was fool enough to vo- 
lunteer a trial, where thofe who are to 
decide think more of the horror of the 
thing of which he is accufed than whether 
he was the perfon that did it ; and where 
the nature of our motives is to be col- 
lected from a fet of ignorant witneflb 
that no wife man would trufl for a fair 
reprefentation of the moft indifferent ac- 
' tion of his life ? 

The poor lad's ftory is a long one, and-. 
I will not trouble you with it now. But 
from that ftory it is as clear as the day, 
that, becaufe he wiflied to leave the fer- 
vice of his matter, becaufe he had been 
perhaps a little too inquifitive in his 
matter's concerns, and becaufe, as I fuf- 
pect, he had been trufted with fome im- 
portant ferrets, his matter conceived an 
antipathy againft him. This antipathy 
gradually 
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gradually proceeded to fuch a length, ai 
to induce the matter to forge this vile ac- 
cusation. He feems willing to hang the 
lad out of the way, rather than fuffer 
him to go where he pleafes or get beyond 
the reach of his power. Williams has 
told me the ftory with fuch ingenuouf- 
uefs that I am as fure that he is guihlefs 
of what they lay to his charge as that I 
am fa myielf. Nevertheicfs the man's , 
fervants who were called in to hear the 
accufation, and his relation, who as juf- 
tice of the peace made out the mittimus, 
and who had the folly to think he could 
be impartial, gave it on his fide with one 
voice, and thus afforded Williams a fam- 
ple of what hehad to expeft in the fe- 
quel. 

Wilfon, who when he received this 
paper had no previous knowledge of par- 
ticulars, was for taking advantage of it 
for the putpofe of earning the hundred 
guineas. Are you of that mind, now you 
have heard them ? Wilt you for fo pal- 
D z try 
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try a confideratron deliver up the lamb 
into the jaws of the wolf ? Will you 
abet the purpofes of this fanguinary raf- 
cal who, not contented with driving his 
late'dependent from houfe and home, de- 
priving him of character and all the or- 
dinary means of fubfiftence, and leaving 
him almoft without a refuge, (till thirds 
for his blood ? If no other perfon have 
the courage to fet limits 10 the tyranny 
of courts of juftice, mall not we ? Shall 
we, who earn our livelihood by generous 
daring, be indebted for a penny to the 
vile artifices of the informer? Shall we, 
againfl: whom the whole fpecies is in arms, 
refufe our protection to an individual, 
more expofed to, but ftill lefs deferving of 
their perfecution than ourfelves ? 

The reprefentation of the captain pro- 
duced an inftant effect upon the whole 
company* They all exclaimed, Betray 
him ! No, not for worlds ! He is fafe, 
"We will protect him at the hazard 
of our lives. If fidelity' and honour 
be 
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be banifhed from thieves, where (hall they 
find refuge upon the face of the earth ? 
"WUfon in particular thanked the captain 
for his interference, and fwore that he 
would rather part with his right hand, 
than injure fo worthy a lad, or affift fuch 
anunheardof villainy. Saying this, he took 
me by the hand, and bade me fear nothing. 
Under their roof, no harm (hould ever 
befcil me; and, even if the underftrappers 
of the law ftiould difcovcr. my retreat, 
they would to a man die in my defence, 
fooner than a hair of my head (hould be 
hurt. 1 thanked him rnoft fincerely for his ' 
good will; bat I was principally ftruck 
with the fervent benevolence of my be- 
nefactor. I told them, I found that my 
enemies were inexorable, and would never 
be appeafed but with my blood ; and I 
affured them- with the moft foletnrc and- 
earned .veracity, that I had done nothing 
to deferve the perfecution which was ex- 
ercifcd againft me. 

D 3 The 
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The fpirit and energy of Mr. Raymdnd 
bad been fuch, as to leave no part for me 
Co perform in repelling this unlooked-for 
danger. Neverthelefe, it left a very fe- 
rrous impreffion upon my mind. I had 
always placed fome confidence in the re- 
turning equity of Mr. Falkland. Though 
he perfecuted me with bitternefs, I could- 
not help believing that he did it unwil- 
lingly, and I was pcrfuaded it would not 
be for ever. A man, whole original 
principles had been fo full of rectitude 
and honour, could not fail at fome time 
- or other to recollect the injuftice of hit 
conducr, and to remit his afperity. Thi» 
idea had been always prcfent to me, and 
had in no fmall degree confpired to inftt- 
gate my exertions. I faid, I will con- 
vince my perfecutor that 1 am of more 
Value than that I Ihould be facrificed 
purely by way of precaution. Thefc ex- 
pectations on my part had been encou- 
raged by Mr, Falkland's behaviour upon 
the 
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the queftioii of my imprifonment and by 
various particulars which had occurred 
fince. 

But this new incident gave to the fub* 
jeft a totally different appearance. 1 faw 
him now, net contented with blafting my 
reputation, confining me for a period in 
jail, and reducing me to the fituation of 
a houfelefs vagabond, but ftill continu- 
ing his purfuit under thefe forlorn cir* 
cumftances with immitigable cruelty. In- 
dignation and refentment feemed now for 
the firft time to penetrate my mind. I 
knew his roifery fo well, I was fo fully 
acquainted with its caufe, and fo ftrongly 
impreflcd with the idea of its being un- 
merited, that, while I fuflered fo deeply, 
1 ftill continued to pity, rather than hate 
my perfecutor. But this incident intro- 
duced fome change into my feelings. I laid. 
Surely he might now believe that he had 
fufficiently difarmed me, and might at 
length fufler me to be at peace. At leaft 
D 4- ought 
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ought he not to be contented to leave me 
to my fate, the perilous and uncertain 
condition of an efcaped felon, inftead of 
thus whetting the animofity and vigilance 
of* my countrymen againft me? "Were 
his interference on my behalf in opposi- 
tion to the ftern feverity of Mr. Forefter, 
and his various ads of kindnefs fince, a 
mere part that he played in order to lull 
me into patience ? Was he perpetually 
haunted with the fear of an ample reta- 
liation, and for that purpofe did he per- 
fonate remorfe at the very moment that 
he was fecretly keeping every engine at 
play that could fecure my deftruetion ? 
The very fufpicion of fuch a fad filled 
me with inexpreffible horror, and ftruck 
a fudden chill through every fibre of my 
frame. 
' Meanwhile my wound was by this 
time completely healed, and it" became 
absolutely necefiary that I mould form 
fomc determination refpeding the future. 
My 
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My habks of thinking were fuch as gave 
me an uncontrolable repugnance to the 
vocation of my hofts. I did not indeed 
feel all that averfion and abhorrence to 
the men that is commonly entertained, 
I faw and refpe&ed their 'good qualities 
and their virtues. I was by no means 
inclined to believe them worfe men, oc 
more inimical in their difpofitions to the 
welfare of their fpecies, than the genera- 
lity of- thole that look down upon them 
with moil cenfure. But, though I did 
not ceafe to love them as individuals, my 
eyes were perfectly opened to their mis- 
takes. If t Ihould otherwife have been 
in danger of being mifled, it was my for- 
tune to have ftudied felons in a jail, be- 
fore I ftudied them in their ftate of com- 
parative profperity ; and this was an in- 
fallible antidote- to the poifon. I faw 
that in this profeffion were exerted urt- 
common energy, ingenuity and fortitude, 
D £ and 
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and I could not help recollecting how 
adnjirably beneficial fuch qualities might 
be made in the great theatre of human 
affairs ; while in their prefent direction 
they were thrown away upon purpofcs 
that could fcarcely in any fenfe deferv© . 
the appellation of ufeful. Thieves ap- 
peared to me to commit a miftaken trea- 
fon againft the general welfare ; at the 
fame time that they were of all men the 
moft foolifh as to their own imerefts. 
The man who rifles or facrifices his life 
for the public welfare is rewarded with 
the teltimony of art approving eonfeiencei 
but petfons who wantonly defy the infti- 
tutions of their country for no public 
good, arid whole private intereft the lead; 
degree of found judgment might prove to> 
be a thoufand times better promoted in 
every poffible inftance by a more legiti- 
mate proceeding, are in the fame refpecc 
abfurd and ielf- neglectful, as a man 
_.. would 
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would be who ftiould fet himfelf up as a 
mark for a file of mufqueteers Co ftioot 

Viewing the fubjeft in this light,. I not 
enly determined that 1 would have no- 
fcare in their occupation myfeHv buc 
thought 1 could not do lefs in return for 
the beneHt* I had received from them,, 
Chan endeavour to diffuade them from an. 
employment in which they muft them- 
(elves- be the greateft fuflferers. My ex- 
poftulatioh met with a various reception. 
All the perfonsto whom it was addrefled 
had been tolerably fuccefsful in perfuad- 
ing themfcLvcs of the innocence of their 
callings and what remained of doubt in 
their mind was fmothcred, and, fo to 
{peak, laborioufly forgotten. Some of 
them laughed at my arguments as a ridi- 
culous piece Of. miffionary quixotifm.. 
Others, and particularly our captain, re- 
pelled them with the boldnefs of a man that 
knows he has got the ftrongeft fide. But 
D 6 this 
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this fentimentof eafe and felf-fat'isfa&ion. 
did not long remain. They had been 
ufed to arguments derived from religion 
and the venerablenefs of law. They had 
long ago ftiaken thefe from them as fa 
many prejudices. But my view of the 
fubjecl appealed to principles which they 
could not conteft, and had by no means 
the air of that cuftomary reproof which 
is for ever dinned in our ears, without 
finding one refponfive chord in our hearts. 
Finding ihemfelves urged with objections, 
unexpected and cogent, fome of thole 
to whom 1 addrefled them began to grow 
peevifti and impatient of the importunate 
retnonftrance. But this was by no means 
the cafe with Mr. Raymond. He waj 
pofieffed of a candour that 1 have feldom 
feen equalled. He was furprifed to hear 
objections fo powerful to that which as a 
matter of fpeculation he believed he had 
examined oh all fides. He revolved them 
with impartiality and care. He admit- 
ted 
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ted them flowly, but he at length fully 
admitted them. He had now but one 
rejoinder in referve. 

Alas, Williams, faid he, it would have 
been fortunate for me if thefe views had 
been prefented to me previoufly to my 
embracing my prefent profefllon. It is 
now too late, Thofe very laws, which 
by a perception of their iniquity drove 
me to what I am, now preclude my re- 
turn. God, we are told, judges of then" 
by what they are at the period of judg- 
ment, and, whatever be their crimes, if. 
they have feen and abjured the folly of 
thofe crimes, receives them to favour. 
But the inftitutions of countries that pro,- 
fefs to worfliip this God, admit no fuch 
did in ft ions. They leave no room for 
amendment, and feem to have a brutal 
delight in confounding the demerits of 
offenders. It figoifics not what is the 
character of the individual at the hour of 
trial. How changed, how fpotleis, and 
how 
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how ufeful avails htm nothing. Tf they 
difcover at the diftance of fourteen * or 
of forty years f an aftion for which the 
law ordains that his life (hall be the for- 
feit, though the interval fhould have been 
fpent with the purity of a faint and the 
devotednefs of a patriot, they difdain to ' 
enquire into it. "What then can I do ? 
Am I not compelled to go on m folly,. 
having once begun ? 

• Eugene Aram, See Annual Regifter, (or I'Jjh 
it William Andrew Hwne. Ditto,, ditto. 
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CHAP. IV. 

X WAS extremely affected by this plea. 
I could only anfwer that Mr. Raymond 
muft himfelf be the beft judge of 
the courfe it became him to hold j I 
trufted the cafe was not fo defperate as her 
imagined. ' This fubjeft was purfued no 
farther, and was in fome degree driven 
from my thoughts by an incident of a 
yery extraordinary nature. I have al- 
ready mentioned the animofity that was. 
entertained againft me by the infernal 
portrels of this folitary manfion. Jones, 
the expelled member of the gang, had 
been her particular favourite. She fub- 
fliittcd to his exile indeed, bec&ulc her 
genius felt fubdued by the energy and 
inherent greatnefs of Mr, Raymond j but 
Jhe 
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flie fubmhted with murmuring and dis- 
content. Not daring to refent the con- 
duit of the principal in this affair, flie 
collected all the bitternefs of her fpirit 
againft: me.- To the unpardonable of- 
' fence I had thus committed in the firfl; 
inftance, were added the reafonings I had 
lately offered againft the profeflion of 
robbery. Robbery was a fundamental 
article in the creed of this hoary veteran, 
and lhe liftened to my objections with 
the fame unaffected aftoniihment and hor- 
ror, that an old woman of other habits- 
would liften to one who objected to the 
agonies and diffohuion of the creator of 
the world» or to the garment of imputed 
righteoufne& prepared to envelop the 
fouls of the elect. Like the religious, 
bigot, (he was fufficiently dilpofed to 
avenge a hostility againft her opinions, 
with the weapons of fublunary warfare. 
Meanwhile I bad fmiled at the impotence 
of her malice,, as an object of contempt* 
rather 
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rather than alarm. She perceived, as Z 
imagine, the flight eftimation in which I 
held her, and this did not a little increale 
the perturbation of her thoughts. 

One day I was left alone with no other 
perfon in the houfe than this fwanhy 
fybil. The thieves had fct out upon an 
expedition about two hours after funfet 
on the preceding evening, and had not 
returned, as they were accuftomed to do, 
before day- break the next morning. This 
was a circumftance that fometimes oc- 
curred, and therefore did not produce 
any extraordinary alarm. At one time 
the fcent of prey would lead them be- 
yond the bounds they had prefcribed 
themfelves, and at another the fear of 
purfuit i the life of a thief is always un- 
certain. The old woman had been pre- 
paring during the night for the meal to 
which they would expect to fit down, as 
Soon as might be after their return. 

For myfelf. I had learned from their 
habit* 
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habits to be indifferent to the regular re- 
turn of the different parts of the day, 
and in tome degree to turn day into 
night, and night into day. I had been 
tiew feveral weeks in this residence, and 
the feafon was considerably advanced, I 
had palfed feme hours during the night 
in ruminating an my lituatran. The 
character and manners of the men among 
whom I lived were di%ufting to me. 
Their brutal ignorance, their feroorous 
habits and their coarfe behaviour, inftead 
of becoming mote tolerable by cuftom, 
.hourly added force to my original avrr- 
fion. The uncommon vigour of their 
minds and acutenefs of their invention in 
the bufincfs they purfued, compared with 
the odioufnefs of that buftnefs and their 
habitual depravity, awakened in me fen- 
fations too painful to be endured. Mo* 
ral disapprobation, at Icaft in a mind un- 
fubdued by philofophy, I found to be one 
of the moft fertile fources ofdifquiet and 
uneafinefe. 
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uneaftnefs. from this pain the fociety 
of Mr. Raymond by no means relieved 
me. He was indeed emifternly fuperioft 
10 the vices of the reft ; but I did not 
left cxquifitely feel how much he was. 
out of his place, how difproportiooabrf 
aflbciattd, or how contemptibly em- 
ployed. I had attempted to counteract 
the errors under which he and his com* 
panions laboured 1 but 1 had found die 
obftacles that preferred ihcmtelves, much 
greater than I had imagined. 

What was I to do?, Was I to wait 
the ifiue of this my miffionary under- 
taking, or was I to withdraw myfclf im* 
mediately ? When 1 withdrew, ought that 
10 be done privately, or with an open, 
avowal of my de-Ggn, and an endeavour 
to fupply by the force of example what 
was deficient in my arguments i It was 
certainly improper, as I declined all par- 
ticipation in the purfuitB of theft men, 
did. 
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did not contribute with my perfon to the 
riik by which they fubfifted, and had no 
congeniality with their habits, that I 
fhould continue to refidc with them 
any longer than was abfolutely neceffary. 
There was one circumftance that ren- 
dered this deliberation particularly pre-f- 
fing. They intended in a few days re- 
moving from -their prefent habitation, to 
a haunt to which they were accuftomed 
in a diftant couftty. If I did not pro- 
pofe to continue with them, it would 
perhaps be wrong to accompany them 
In this removal. The ftate of calamity 
to which my inexorable perfecutor had 
reduced me, had made the encounter even 
of a den of robbers a very fortunate ad- 
venture. But the time that had fince 
elapfed, had probably been fufficienr to 
relax the keennefs of the queft that was 
made after me. I fighed for that folitude 
andoMcurity, that retreat from the vexa- 
tions 
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tions of the world and the voice even of 
common fame, which I had propofed to 
myfelf when 1 broke my prifon. 

Such were the meditations which 
now occupied my mind. At length I 
grew fatigued with continued contempla- 
tion, and to relieve myfclf I pulled out 
a pocket Horace, the legacy of my bo- 
loved Brightwel ! I read with avidity the 
epiftle in which he fo beautifully de- 
fcribes to Fufcus the grammarian, the 
pleafures of rural tranquillity and inde- 
pendence. By this time the fun rofe from 
behind the eaftern hills, and I opened my 
cafement to contemplate it. The day. 
commenced with peculiar brilliancy, and 
was accompanied with all thofe charms, 
which the poets of nature, as they have 
been ftyled, have fq much delighted to 
defcribe. There was fomething in this 
fcene, particularly as fucceeding to the 
active exertions of intellect, that foothed 
the mind to compofuie. Infenfibly a con- 

6 fufed 
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fufed reverie invaded my "faculties, I with- 
drew from the window, threw myfelf 
upon the bed, and fell afleep. 

I do not recoiled the precife images 
which in this fituation pafled through 
nw thoughts, but I know that they con- 
cluded with the idea of feme perfon, the 
agent of Mr. Falkland, approaching to 
affaflinate ifie. This thought had pro- 
bably been fuggefted, by the prejeA I 
meditated of entering once again into the 
world, and throwing myfelf within* the 
fphere of his poffible vengeance. I ima- 
gined that the defign of the murderer 
was to come upon me by furprife, that I 
was aware of this defign, and yet by fome 
fafcination had no thought of evading it. 
I heard the fteps.of the murderer as he 
cautiouQy approached. I feemed to 
liften to • his eonftraihed, yet audible 
breathings. He came up to the aorner 
where I was pbced, and then flopped. 
The idea became too terrible, I,ftarted, 
opened 
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opened my eyes, and beheld the exe- 
crable hag before mentioned {landing 
over me with. a butcher's, hatchet. I 
fhifted my fituation with a fpeed that 
itemed too fwift for volition* and the 
blow already aimed at my (cull, funk im- 
potent upon the bed. Before flie could 
wholly recover her pofture I fprung 
upon her, Teized hold of the weapon, and 
bad nearly wrefted it from her. But in a 
moment {he refumed herftrength and he* 
defperate purpoTc, and we had a furious 
ftruggle, flic impelled by inveterate ma* 
lice, and I refitting for my life. Her 
vigour was truly Amazonian, and at do 
time had I ever occafion to contend with; 
a more formidable opponent. Her glance 
was fudden and exa&, and the meek 
with which from time to time the impel- 
led her whole frame, inconceivably ve- 
hement. At length I was victorious, 
took from her her inftrument of death, 
and threw her upon the ground. Till 
•3 ■ now 
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now the fobriety of her exertions had 
curbed her rage ; but now fbe gnalhed 
with her teeth, her eyes feemed as if ftart- 
ing from their fockets, and her bodjr 
heaved with uncontrolable infanity. 

Rafcal ! devil ! the exclaimed, what 
do you mean to do to me ? 

Till now the fcene had patted unin- 
terrupted by a fingle word* 

Nothing, I replied : begone, infernal 
wheh ! and leave me to myfelf. 

Leave you ! No : I will thrufl: my 
fingers through your ribs, and drink your. 
blood !— You conquer me ? — Ha, ha !— 
Yes, yes ! you ftiall I — I will fit upon yoa, 
and prefs you to hell t I will roafi. you 
with brimftone, and dam your entrails 
into your eyes ! — Ha, ha ! — ha ! 

Saying this, (he fprung up, and pre- 
pared to attack me with redoubled fury. 
1 feized her hands, and compelled her to 
fit upon the bed. Thus retrained, flic 
continued to cxprefs the tumult of her' 
thoughts 
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thoughts by grinning, by certain furious 
motions of her head, and by occafional 
vehement efforts to difengage herfelr' from 
my grafp. Thcle contortions and ftaris 
were of the nature of thofe fits, in which 
the patients are commonly fuppofed to 
need three or four perfons to hold them. 
But I found by experience that, under 
the circumftances in which I was placed, 
my fingle ftreagth was f'uflicient. The 
fpe&acle of her emotions was incon- 
ceivably frightful. Her violence at 
length however began to abate, and (he 
became perfuaded of the hopeleflhefs of 
the conteft. 

Let me go ! faid the. Why do you 
hold me ? 1 will not be held ! 

I wanted you gone from the firft, re- 
plied I. Are you contented to go now i 

Yes, 1 tell you, mifbegotten. villain ! 
Yes, rafcal ! 

I immediately loofcd my hold. She 
flew to the door, and, holding it in her 

Vol. III. E hand, 
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hand, faid, 1 will be the death of you 
yet: you ihall net be your own man 
twenty-four hours longer ! With thefc 
words file fhut die door, and locked it 
topoti me. An action fo totally unex- 
pected ftartled me. Whither was fhe 
gone ? What was it fhe intended ? To 
perim by the machinations of fuch a hag 
as this, was a thought not to be endured. 
TJeath in any form, brought upon us/by 
furprife, and for which the mind has had 
no time to prepare, is inexpreffibly terri- 
ble. My thoughts wandered in breath- 
lefs horror and confufion, and all within 
was uproar. . I endeavoured to break 
the door, but in vain. I went round the 
room in fearch of feme tool to affift me. 
At length I rufhed againft it with adef- 
perate effort, to which it yielded, and had 
nearly thrown me from the top of the 
ftairs to the bottom. 

I descended with all poffible caution 

and vigilance. I entered the kitchen, 

but 
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but it was deferred. I fi^rched every 
other apartment; in vain. I went out of 
the houfe j ftill I discovered nothing of 
tfiy late aiTailant, " It was extraordinary : 
what could be' become of her ? what was 
I to conclude from her difappearan'ce ? I 
refle&ed on her parting menace. " I 
&ould not be my own man twenty-four 
hours longer." It was ni) fterious ; it did 
not feem to be the menace of afiaffina- 
tion. 

Suddenly the recollection of the hand 
bill brought to us by Wiifon rufhed 
upon my memory. Was it poffiblethat 
flie alluded to that in her parting words ? 
Would ftie fet out upon fuch an expe- 
dition by herfelf ? Was it not dangerous 
to the whole fraternity, if without the 
fmalleft precaution fhe ihould' bring the 
officers of jufticeinto themidftof them ? 
It was perhaps improbable (he would en^ 
gage in an undertaking thus defperate» 
It was not however eafy to anfwer for the 
E 2 conducV 
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conduct of vperfon in ber ftate of mind. 
Should I wait, and -rifle the prefervation 
of my liberty upon the iflue ? 

To this qucftton I returned an imme- 
diate negative. I had rcfolved in a very 
ftiort time to quit my prefcnt fituation, 
and the difference of a little fooner or a 
little later could not be very material. 
It promiied to be' neither agreeable nor 
prudent, for me to remain under the roof 
with a perfon who had manifested fuch a 
fierce and inexpiable hoftility. But the 
confideration which had inexpreffibly the 
moll weight with me, belonged to the 
ideas of imprisonment, trial and death. 
,The longer they had formed the fubject 
of my contemplation, the more forcibly 
was I impelled to avoid them. I had en- 
tered upon a fyftem of action for that 
purpofe; I had already made, many Sa- 
crifices; and X believed that I would never 
mifcarry in this project through any ne- 
glect of mine. The thought of what was 
referved 
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rcferved for me by my persecutors fick- 
ened my very foul \ and the more inti- 
mately I was acquainted with bppreflion 
• and injuftice, (he more deeply was I pe- 
netrated with the abhorrence to which 
they arc entitled. 

Such were the reafoos that determined 
me, inftantly, abruptly, without leave- 
taking or acknowledgment for the pe- 
culiar and repeated favours I had receiv- 
ed, to quit a habitation to which for fix 
weeks I had apparently been indebted for 
protection from trial, conviction and an 
ignominious death. I had come hither 
pennylefs ; I quitted my abode with 
the fum of ,a few guineas in my poffef- 
fion, Mr. Raymond having infiftad up- 
on my taking a fhare, at the time that 
each man received his dividend from the 
common ftock. Though I had reafon 
to fuppofe that the heat of the purfuic 
againft me would be fomewhat remitted 
by the time that had elapfed, the mag- 
E 3 nitude 
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uitude of the mifchief that in an unr 
favourable event might fall on me, deter-, 
mined me to negleA.no imaginable pre- 
caution. I recolle&ed the hand bill 
which was the fource of my prefent 
alarm, and conceived that one of tht 
principal dangers that threatened me was 
the recognition of my perfoa, either by 
fuch as had prevtouQy known me, or 
even by (hangers. It firmed prudent 
therefore to difguife it as effectually' as 
I could. For this purpofe I had recourfe 
to a parcel of tattered garments that lay 
in one corner of our habitation. The 
difguife I chofe was that of a beggar. 
Upon this plan I threw off my fhirt. £ 
tied a handkerchief about my head, 
with which I took care to cover one of 
my eyes. Over this I drew a piece of 
an old woollen nightcap. I fcle&ed the 
word, apparel I could find, and this I 
reduced to a ftill more deplorable con- 
dition, by rents that I purpofely made in- 
various 
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rarious places. Thus equipped, I fur-* 
veyed myftlf in a looking-glafs. I had 
rendered my appearance complete, nor 
would any on* liave fufpefted that I was 
not one of the fraternity to which I af- 
fumed to belong. I faid, This is the 
form in which tyranny and injuftice 
oblige me to feek for refuge ; but bet- 
ter, a thoufand times better is it, thus 
ao incur contempt with the dregs of 
mankind, than to truft to the tender mer- 
cies of our fupcriurs I 
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X HE only rule that I laid down to 
myfclf in traverfing the foreft was to 
take a direction as oppotke as poffible 
to that which ted to the fccnc of my late 
imprifonment. After about two hours 
walking I arrived at the termination o£ 
this ruder fcene, and reached that part 
of the county which is inclofed and cul- 
tivated. Here I fat down by the fide of 
a brook, and, pulling out a cruft of 
bread which 1 had brought away with 
me, rcftcd and refrelhed myfclf. While 
I continued in this place, I began to ru- 
minate upon the plan I fhould lay down 
for my future proceedings; andmypro- 
penlity now led me, as it had done in a 
former instance, to fix upon the capital, 
which 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 81 

which' I believed, bcfide its other reconv 
incndatlons, would prove the fafeft place 
for concealment. During thefe thoughts 
I faw a couple of peafants palling, at a 
fmall diftance, and enquired of them re- 
jecting the London road. By their de* 
fcription I understood that the molt im- 
mediate way would be to repafs a part 
of the foreft, and that it would be ne- 
ceflary to approach confiderably nearer 
to the county town than I was at the 
fpot which, I had at prefent reached. I 
did not imagine that this could be a cir- 
cumftance of confiderable importance.. 
My difguife appeared to be a fufficient. 
fecurity againft momentary danger ; and 
I therefore took a path, though not the 
moft direct one, which led. towards the 
point they fuggefted. 

The occurrences of the day were not 

very remarkable. As 1 paffed along a 

road which lay in. my way for a few 

miles, I faw a carriage advancing in the- 

E 5, oppofite 
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oppofite dire&ion. I debated with my- 
felf for a moment, whether I mould pafs 
it without notice, or ihould take this oc- 
caBon by voice or gefture of making an 
efiay of my trade. This idle difquifuion 
was however fpeedily driven from my 
mind when I perceived that the carriage 
was Mr, Falkland's. The fuddennefe of 
the encounter ftruck me with terror, 
though ptrhaps it would have been dif- 
ficult for calm reflection to have difco- 
vered any confiderable danger. I with- 
drew from the road, and fkulked behind 
a hedge till it mould have completely 
gone by. I was too much occupied 
with my own feelings to venture to ex- 
amine whether or no the terrible adver- 
fary of my peace were in the carriage. 
I perfuaded myfclf that he w3s. I look- 
ed after the equipage, and exclaimed, 
There you may fee the luxurious accom- 
modations and appendages of guilt, and 
here the forlornnefs that waits upon in- 
nocence .' 
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nocence ! — I was to blame to imagine 
that my cafe was lingular in that refpecf , 
I only mention it to Ibow how the moft 
trivial circumftance" contributes to em- 
bitter the cup to the man of adverfity, 
.The thought however was a transient 
one. I had learned this kflbn from ray 
fufferings, not to indulge in the. luxury 
of difcontent. As my mind recovered 
its tranquillity, I began to enquire whe- 
ther the phenomenon I had juft Teen, 
could have any relation to myfelf. But,, 
though my mind was extremely inquifi- 
tive and verfatile in this rdpect,. I could 
difcover no fufficient ground upon which 
to- build anv judgment in the cale. 

At night I entered a little public 
houfe at the extremity of a village, and,, 
feating myfelf in a corner of the kirchen, 
aflted for fome bread and cheefe. While I 
was fitting at my repaft, three or four 
labourers came in for a little rtfrefli- 
ment after their work. Ideas refpe&.ng 
E.6 the. 
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-the inequality of rank pervade every 
order in fociery ; and, as my appearance 
was meaner and more contemptible than 
theirs, I found it expedient to give way 
to theie gentry of a village alehoufe, and 
remove to an obfeurer ftation. I was 
furprifed and not a little ftartled to find 
them fall almoft immediately into conw 
verfation about my hiftory, whom with 
a flight variation of circumftances they 
ftyled the notorious houfebceaker, Kit 
.Williams. 

Damn the fellow, faid one of them* 
one never hears of any thing elk. O" 
my life, I think he makes talk for the 
whole county- 

That is very true, replied another. 
I was at the market town to-day to fell 
fome oats for my matter, and there was 
a hue and cry, fome of them thought 
they had got him,, but it was a falfe 
alarm. 

That hundred guineas is a fine thing* 
rejoined 



,.Goo g lc 



CALEB WILLIAM*. S£ 

rcjoined the fivft. I fliauld be glad if fi> 
be as bow u fell in my way. 

For the matter of that, faid the travels 
ler, I fhould like a hundred guineas as 
well as another. Hut 1 cannot be of 
your mind for all that. 1 (hould never 
think money would do me any good, 
that had been the means of bringing a 
Chriftian cieature to the gallows. 

Poh, that is all my granny ! Some 
folks mult be hanged to keep the wheels 
of our ftate folks a-going. Betide, I 
could forgive the fellow all his other 
robberies, but that he (hould have beea 
fo hardened as, to break the houfe of his. 
own mailer at kit, that is too bad. 

Lord, lord, replied the other, I fee 
you know nothing- of the matter 1 T will 
tell you how it was, as 1 learned it at the 
town. I queftion whether he ever rob- 
bed his mailer at all. But hark you! 
you muft know at how that (quirt Falk- V 
land was once tried for murder-— 

To, 
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Yes, yes, we know that. 

Well, he was as innocent as the child 
unborn. But I fuppofes as how he is a 
little foft or fo. And lb Kit Williams- 
Kit ts a devililh cunning fellow, you 
may judge that from his breaking prifon 

no lels than five, times, fo, I fay, he 

threatened to bring his mafter to trial at 
the 'fixes all over again, and fo frighten- 
ed him, and got money from him at 
divers times. Till at laft one fquire 
Forefter, a relation of t'other, found it 
all out. And he made the hell of a 
rumpus, and fent away Kit to prifon in 
a twinky, and I believe he would have] 
been hanged j for when two fquires lay 
their heads together, they do not much . 
matter law, you know ; or elfe they -twill 
the law to their own ends, I cannot ex- 
actly fay which i but it is much at one, 
when the poor fellow's breath is out of 
his body. 

Though this ftory was very circum- 
. ftantially 
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ftantially told and with a fufficient de- 
tail of particulars, it did not pafs un- 
questioned. Each man maintained the 
juftnefs of his own ftatement, and the 
difpute was long and obftinately purfued. 
Hiftorians and commentators at length 
withdrew together. The terrors with 
which I was feized when this converfa- 
tion began, were extreme. I ftole a fide- 
long glance to one quarter and another; 
to obferve if any man's attention were 
turned upon me. I trembled as if in an 
ague fit j and at firft felt continual inv 
pulfes to quit the houfe and take to my 
heels. I drew clofer in my corner, held 
afide my head, and feemed from time to 
time to undergo a total revolution of the 
animal economy. 

At length the tide of ideas turned. 
Perceiving they paid no attention to me, 
the 'recollection of the full fecurity my 
difguHe afforded recurred ftrongly to my 
thoughts, and 1 began inwardly to exult, 
though 
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though I did not venture to obtrudtt 
tnyfelf to examination. By degrees I 
began to be amufed at the abfurdity of 
their tales* and the variety of the wife- 
hoods I heard afferted around me. My 
foul feemed to expand ; I felt a pride 
in the felf-pofiefiion and lightnefs of heart 
with which I could liftcn to the fcentj. 
and I determined to prolong and height- 
en the enjoyment. Accordingly, when 
they were withdrawn, 1 addrefiied myfelf 
to our hoftefs, a buxom, bluff, good- 
humoured widow, and afked what fort 
of a man this Kit Williams might be i 
She replied that,, as me. was informed,, 
he was as handfome, likely a lad, as any. 
in four counties round ;. and that fhe. 
loved him for his clevernefs, by which 
he outwitted all the keepers they could 
let over, him, and made his way through 
ftonc walls, as if they were fo many cob- 
webs. I obferved that the county was 
fo thoroughly alarmed, that I did not 
think 
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think it poffible he Ihould efcape the 
purfuit that Was fct up after him. This 
idea excited her immediate indignation ; 
flje faid {he hoped he was far enough 
away by this time, but, if not, (he wifhed 
the curie of God might light on them 
that betrayed fo noble a fellow to a fatal 
end! — Though (he little thought that 
the perfon of whom ihe fpoke was fo 
sear her, yet the Gncerc and generous 
warmth with which (he interested herfelf 
in my behalf, gave me confiderable plea- 
fure. With this fenfation to fweeten 
the fatigues of the day and the calami* 
ties of my fituation, I retired from the 
kitchen to a neighbouring barn, laid my- 
felf down upon fome ftraw, and fell into 
a profound deep. 

The next day about noon as I was 
purfulng my journey, I was overtaken 
by two men on horfeback who (topped 
me to enquire refpefting a perfon that 
they fuppofcd might have paffed along. 
tbflt 
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that road. As they proceeded in their 
description J perceived with aftopilhmcnt 
ami terror that I was myfclf the perfon 
to whom their qucftions related. They 
entered into a tolerably accurate detail 
of the yarious characteriftics by which 
my perfon might beft be diftinguifhed. 
They faid, they had good reafbn to be- 
lieve that I had been feen at a place in 
that county the very day before While 
they were fpeaking, a third perfon who 
had fallen behind came up, and my 
ainriTi was.' greatly iucreaftd upon feeing, 
that this perfon was the fervant of Mr* 
Forefter, who had viGted me in prifon 
about a fortnight before my efcape. My. 
beft tefource in this crifis was compo- 
sure and apparent 'indifference.. It was. 
fortunate for me that my difguife was 
fo complete, that the eye of Mr. Falk- 
land itfelf could fcarcely have penetrated 
it. I had been aware for fome time be- 
fore that this was a refuge which events 
might 
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might make neceflary, and had endea- 
voured to arrange and methodife my ideas 
upon the fubject. From my youth I 
bad paflefled a confiderable facility in 
the art of imitation -, and, when I quit- 
ted my retreat under the roof of Mr. 
Raymond, I adopted along with my 
beggar's attire a peculiar Slouching and 
clownifh gait to be ufed whenever there 
fliould appear the lead chance of my 
being obferved, together with an Iritti 
brogue which I had had an opportunity 
of ftudying in my prifon. Such are tho- ■ 
miferable expedients and fo great the rtu- 
died artiBce, which man, who never de- 
serves the name of manhood but in pro- 
portion as he is erecl: and independent, 
may find it neceflary to employ, for the 
purpoie of eluding the inexorable ani- 
mosity and unfeeling tyranny of his fel- 
low man ! I had madeufeof this brogue, 
though I have not thought it neceflary 
to, write.it down in my narrative, in the 
conver- 
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converfation of the village alehoufe. 
Mr. Forefter*s fervant as he ' came up 
obierved that his companions were en- 
gaged in converfation with me} and, 
guefling at the fubjeft, aflced. whether 
they had gained any intelligence. He 
added to the information at which they 
had already hinted, that a refolution was 
taken to fpare neither diligence nor ex- 
pence for my difcovery and apprehen- 
sion, and that they were fatisfied that, if 
I were above ground and in the king- 
dom, it would be impoffible for me ta 
efcape them. 

■ Every new incident that had occur* 
red to me, thus tended t imprefs up- 
on my mind the extreme danger to 
which I was expofed. I could almoft 
have imagined that I was the fote fufa- 
jeft of general attention, and that the 
whole world was in arms to exterminate 
me. The very idea tingled through 
every fibre of my frame. But, terrible 
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as it appeared to my imagination, it did 
but give new energy to my purpofe ; and 
I' determined that I would not volun- 
tarily refign the field, that is properly 
fpeaking my neck to the cord of the ex- 
ecutioner, notwithstanding the greateft fu- 
periority in my aflailants. But theincidents 
which had befallen me, though they did 
not .change my purpofe, induced me to 
examine over again the means by which 
that purpofe might be effected. The 
confequence of this revifal was to deter- 
mine me to bend my courfe to the near- 
eft fea-port on the weft fide of the ifland, 
- and tranfporc myfelf to Ireland. I can- 
not now tell what- it was that inclined 
me to prefer this fcheme to that "which 
I had originally formed. Perhaps the 
latter, which had been for fome time 
prefent to my imagination, for that rea- 
fon appeared the more obvious of the 
two i and I found an appearance of com- 
plexity, which the mind did not ftay 
4 to 
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to explain to itfclf, in fubftitutitig the 
other in its ftead. 

I arrived without farther impediment 
at the place from which I intended to fail, 
enquired for a veffel which I found ready 
to put to fea in a few hours, and agreed 
with the captain for my paffage. Ire- 
land had to me the difadvantage of being 
a dependency of the Briiilh government, 
and therefore a place of lefs fecurity than 
ttioft other countries which are divided 
from it by the ocean. To judge from 
the diligence with which I fee.med to be 
purfued in England, it was not impro- 
bable that the zeal of my perfecutors 
might follow me to the other fide of the 
channel. It was however fufficiently 
agreeable to my mind that I was upon 
the point of being removed one ftep far- 
ther from the "danger, which was fo griev- 
ous to my imagination. 

Could there be any peril in the fhort 

Interval that was to elapfe before the vef- 

8 fel 
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fcl was to weigh anchor, and quit the 
Englifli ihore ? Probably not. A very 
fhort time had intervened between my de- 
termination for the Tea and my arrival at 
this place; and, if any new alarm had been 
given to my perfecutors/it proceeded frora 
the old woman a very few days before. 
I hoped I had anticipated their diligence. 
Meanwhile that I might neglect no rea- 
sonable precaution, I went inftantly on 
board, rtfolved that I would not unne- 
ceffarily, by walking the ftreets of the 
cown, expofe myfelf to any uncoward ac- 
cident. 
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CHAP. VI. 

X HE time was now nearly elapfed 
that was prefcribcd for our ftay, and or- 
ders for weighing anchor were every 
moment expe&ed, when we were hailed 
by a boat from the fhore with two other 
men in it befide thofc that rowed. They 
entered our vefiel in 'an inftant. They 
were officers of juftice. The paffengers, 
five perfons befide myfelf, were ordered 
upon deck for examination. I was in- 
expreffibly ditturbed at the occurrence 
of fuch a circumftance in fo unfeafonable 
a moment. I took, it for granted that it 
was of me that they were is fearch. Was 
itpoffible that by any unaccountable ac- 
cident they mould have got an intimation 
of my difguife ? It was infinitely more 
diflxeffing 
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diftreffing to encounter them upon this 
narrow ftage and under thefe pointed cir- 
cumftances, than, as I had before en- 
countered my purfuers, under the ap- 
pearance of an indifferent perfon. My 
recollection however did not forfake me. 
I confided in my confeious difguife and 
my Irifti brogue, as a rock of dependence 
' againft all accidents. 

No fooner did we appear upon deck 
than to my great confirmation I could . 
obferve the attention of our guefts prin- 
cipally turned upon me. They afked a. 
few frivolous queftions of fuch of my fel- 
low paiTengers as happened to be neareft 
to them ; and then turning to me en- 
quired my name, who 1 was, whence I 
came, and what had brought me there ? 
I had fcarcely opened my mouth to reply, 
when with one confent they laid hold of 
me, faid I was their prifoner, and declared 
that my accent, together with the cor- 
refjjondence of my perfonj would be fuf- 
Vol. III. F ficient 
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ficient to convict me before any court in 
England. I was hurried out of the 
Veflel into the boat in which they came, 
and feated between them, as if by way of 
precaution left I mould fpring overboard 
and by any means cfcape them. 

I now took it for granted that I was 
once more in the power of Mr. Falk- 
land, and the idea was inexpreflibly mor- 
tifying ancf afflictive to my imagination. 
Efcape from his purfuit, freedom from 
his tyranny, were objects upon which my 
whole foul was bent * could no human 
ingenuity and exertion effect them? Did 
his power reach through all fpace, and 
his eye penetrate every concealment? 
Was he like that myfterious being, to 
protect • us from whole fierce revenge 
mountains and hills we arc told might 
fall on us in vain ? Noideaismoreheart- 
fickcntng and tremendous than this. But 
in my cafe it was not a fubject of reafon- 
ing or of faith ; I could derive no com- 
. fort 
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fort either openly from unbelief, or fe- 
cretly from the remotenefs and incom. 
prehenfibility of the conception ; it was 
an affair of fenfe ; 1 felt the fangs of the 
tyger ftriking deep into my heart. 

But, though this imprcffion were at 
firft exceedingly ftrong, and accompanied 
with its ufual attendants in deje&ion and 
pufillanimity of fpirit,, yet my mind foon 
began as it were mechanically, to turn 
upon the confideration of the diftance be- 
tween this fea-port and my county prifon, 
and the various opportunities of efcape 
chat might offer themfelve.s in the inter- 
val. My firft duty was to avoid betray- 
ing myfelf more than it might afterwards 
■appear I was betrayed already. It was 
poffiblc that, though apprehended, my 
apprehenfion might have been determined 
on upon fame flight Icare, and that by my 
dexterity Z might render my diimiffion as 
fudden as my arreft had been. It was 
even poffible that I had been feized 
F a through 
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through a miftake, and that the prefent 
meafure might have no connexion with 
Mr. Falkland's affair. Upon every fup- 
pofition it was my bufinefs to gain infor- 
mation, and not to communicate it. 

I foon found the benefits of chit refolu- 
tion. In my paffage from the fhip to the 
town I did not utter a word. My conductors 
commented on my fulkinels, but remarked 
that it would avail me nothing, I (hould 
infallibly fwing, as \i was never known 
that any body got off, who was tried for 
robbing his majefty's mail. It is eafy to 
conceive the lightnefs of heart which was 
communicated to me by thefe words : I 
perfifted however in the filencc I had me- 
ditated. From the reft of their cbnver- 
fation, which was fufficiently voluble, I 
learned that the mail from Edinburgh to 
London had been robbed about ten days 
before by two Irifhmen, that one of them 
was already fecured, and that I was taken 
up upon fufpicion of being the other. 
They 
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They had a defcription of his perfbn 
which, though, as I afterwards found, it 
difagrecd from mine in feveral material 
articles, appeared to- them to tally to the 
minuteft tittle. The intelligence that the 
whole proceeding againft me was founded 
in a miftake, took an oppreflive load from 
my mind. I believed that I mould imme- 
diately be able to eftablifli my innocence 
to the fatisfacTrion of any magiftratc in the 
kingdom ; and, though croffed in my 
plans, and thwarted in my defign of quit- 
ting the illand even after I was already 
at fea, this was but a trifling inconve- 
nience compared with what 1 had had but 
too much reafon to fear. 

As ibon as we came afhore I was con- 
ducted to the houfe of a juftice of peace, 
a man who had formerly been-the captain 
of a collier, but who, having been fuc- 
cefsful in the world, had quitted this 
wandering life,' and for fome years had 
F 3 had 



,Goo^le 



lOl ADVENTURES OP 

had the honour to reprefent his majefty's 
perfon. We were detained for fome time 
in a fort of anti-room, waiting his reve- 
rence's ieifure. The perfonsby whom I 
had been taken up were experienced in 
their trade, and infilled upon employing 
this interval in fearching me, in pretence 
of two of his worfhip's fervants. They 
found upon me fifteen guineas and fome 
filver. They required me to ftrip myfelf 
perfectly naked, that they might examine 
whether I had bank notes concealed any 
where about my perfon. They took up 
the detached parcels of my miferable at- 
tire as I threw it from me, and felt them 
one by one to difcover whether the articles 
of which they were in fcarch might by any 
device be fewn up in them. To all this 
I fubmitted without murmuring. It 
might probably come to the fame thing 
at la ft, and fummary jufticc was fufli- 
ciently coincident with my views, my 
principal 
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principal object being to get as foon a* 
poQible out of the clutches of the refpeft- 
able perfons who now had me in cuflody. 
This operation was fcarcely completed, 
before we were directed to be uQiered 
into his wormip's apartment. My ac- 
cufers opened the charge, and told him, 
that they had been ordered to this town 
Mpon an intimation that one of [he per- 
fons who robbed the Edinburgh mail 
was to be found here ; and that they had 
taken me on board a veffel which was by 
this time under fail for Ireland. Well, 
Jays his worfhip, that isyourftory ; now 
let us hear what account: the gentleman- 
gives of himfelf. What is your name, 
ha, Grrah ? and from what part of Tip- 
perary are you pleafed to come ? I had 
already taken my determination upon this 
article •, and, the moment I learned the 
particulars of the charge, againft me, re* 
Jblved, for the prefent at leaft, to lay 
altde my Irifh accent, and fpeak my na- 
ff 4. ttvr 
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tive tongue. This I had done in the very 
few words I had fpokento my conductors 
in the anti-room : they flared at the meta- 
morphofis, but they had gone too far for 
it to be poffible they mould retract in 
confiftence with their honour. I now told 
the juftice that I was no Irifhman, nor 
■ had ever been in that country : I was a 
native of England. This occafioned a 
confulting of the depofition in which my 
p*erfon was fuppofed to be defcribed, and 
which my conductors had brought along 
with them for their direction. To be 
fure that required that the offender fhould 
be an Irifhman. 

Obferving his worfhip heficate, I 
thought this was the time to pufh the 
matter a little farther. I referred to the 
paper, and fhewed him that the defcrip* 
rion neither tallied as to height nor com- 
plexion. But then it did as to years and 
the colour of the hair; and it was not 
this gentleman's habit, as he informed 
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me, to fquabble about trifles, or to let a 
man's neck out of the halter for a pre- 
tended flaw of a few inches in his ftature, 
, If a man were too fhort, he faid, there 
was no remedy like a little ftretching. 
The mifcalculation in my cafe happened 
to be the oppofite way, but his reverence 
did not think proper to lofehisjeft. Upon 
the whole he was fomewhat at a lois how 
to proceed. 

My conductors obferved this, and be- 
gan to tremble for the reward^ which, 
two hours ago they thought as good as 
in their own pocket. To retain me in 
cuftody they judged to be a fafe ipecula- 
tion j if it turned out a miltake at laft„ 
they felt little apprehenfion. of afuit for 
falfe imprifonmcnt from a poor man. ac- 
coutred as I was in rags. They there- 
ibrc urged his worlbip to comply with, 
their views. They told him that to be 
fore the evidence againft me did not 
prove &■ ftrong, as- for their part they 
F 5. heartily 
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heartily wifhed it had, but that there 
were a number of fufpicious circuov 
ftances rcfpefting mc. When I was 
brought up to them upon: tlie deck of the 
reflet, I fpoke as fine an Irilh, brogue as 
one fltaU hear in a rummer's day ( and 
now all at once there was not the leafl 
particle of it left. In fcarehing me they 
had found upon mc fifteen guineas ; how 
fliould.a poor beggar lad,, fuch as I ap- 
peared, come honeftly by fifteen guineas ? 
Betide, when they had (tripped me na- 
ked, though . my drefs was fo Jhabby» 
my ikin had all the fleeknefs of a gentle- 
man. In fine, for what purpofe could a 
poor beggar, who had never been in Ire- 
land in his life, want to tranfport himfelf 
to that country ? It was as clear as the fun 
that I was no better than I fliould be 
This reafoning, together with ibme fig- 
nificant winks and geftures between the 
juftice and the plaintiffs, brought him 
over to their way of thinking. He faid, 
Imuft 
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t muft go to Warwick, where it feewt 
the other robber was at prcfisnt in custo- 
dy, and be confronted with him ; and 
if then every thing appeared fair and 
iarisfa&ory, I fhould be difcharged. 

No intelligence could be more terrible 
than that which was contained in thefe . 
words-. That I, who had found the 
whole country in arsis againft me, who 
was expofed to a purfuit fo peculiarly vi- 
gilant and penetrating, ftiould now be 
dragged to the very centre of the king- 
dom, without power of accommodating 
myfelf to circumftances, and under the • 
immediate' cuftody of the officers of jivf- 
tice, -fecmed to my cars aimoft the fame, 
thing as if they had pronounced upon me 
a fcntence of death 1 I ftrenuoufly urged' 
the injuftice of this proceeding. lob-* 
fcrved to the magiftrate that it waa in>- 
poffible I ibou Id ,bc the perfon at. whorn 
the description . pointed. It required an 
IrUbnian ; I was no Irishman, It de- 
F 6 fcribed 
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fcribed a perfon (borter than I ; a circum- 
ftance of all others the leaft capable of 
being counterfeited. There was not the 
flighted: reafon for detaining me in cufto- 
dy. I had been already difeppointedof 
my voyage and loft the money 1 had paid 
down through <he officioufnefs of thefe 
gentlemen in apprehending me. I af- 
fured his worlhip that every delay un- 
der my circumftances was of the ut- 
moft importance to me. It was im- 
poflible to devife a greater injury to be 
infli&ed on me, than the prbpofal that, 
mftead of being permitted to proceed 
upon my voyage, I fhould be fent under 
arreft into the heart of the kingdom. 

My remonftrances were in vain. The 
juftice was by no means inclined to digeft 
the being expoftulated with in this man- 
ner by a perfon in the habiliments of 3 
beggar. In the midft of my addrefs he 
would have filenccd me for my imperti- 
nence, but that I fpoke with an earned- 
nefs 
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nefs with which he was wholly- unable to 
contend. When I had finished, he told 
me that it was all to no purpofe, and that 
it might have been better forme if I had) 
fliownmyfelf lefsinfolent. Itwasclearthat 
I was a vagabond and a f'ufptcious per- 
fon. The more earneft I fliowed myfelf 
to get off, the more reafon there was he 
fhould keep me faft. Perhaps after all 
1 ihould turn out to be the felon in ques- 
tion. But, if I was not that, he had no 
doubt I was worfc ; a poacher, or for 
what he knew a murderer. He had a 
kind of a notion that he had Jeen my face 
before about fome fuch affair; out of 
all doubt I was an old offender. He had 
it in his choice to fend me to hard labour 
as a vagrant upon the ftrength of my ap- 
pearance and the contradictions ! in my 
ftory, or to order me to "Warwick j and 
out of the fpontaneous goodnefs of his dif- 
pofition hechofethemilder alternative. He 
could allure me I Ihould not flip through 
hi& 
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his flngerB. Ft was of more benefit to Kfc 
majesty's government to hang one fiich 
fellow as hefufpefted me to be, than out of 
mifguitkd tendernefs to concern onefcif for 
ttie good of all the beware in the nation. 
Finding that it was nnpoflible towork 
on a man».fo fully iroprefled with his own' 
dignity and importance and my utter 
infignificance,. in the way- I defired, 1 
claimed that at Icaft the money taken- 
- from my perfon fliould be reftored to me v 
This was granted. His worfhip perhaps 
fufpected that he had ftretched a point in 
what he had already done, and was there- 
fore the lefs unwilling to relax -in this in- 
cidental circumftance. My conductors 
did not oppofe themfelves to this indul- 
gence, for a reafon thai will appear in the 
Jequel. The juftice however enlarged 
upon his clemency in this proceeding. 
He did not know whether he was not; 
exceeding the fpirit of his commiffion; in 
complying with my demand. So much 
a ir.oney 
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r in my poffcffion could not be ho- 
neflly come by. But it was- bis proper 
to ibiceii, as far as could be done with 
propriety,, the ftritt letter of the law. 

There were cogent reafons why the 
gentlemen who had originally taken me 
into- cuftody, chofe that I Ihould conti- 
nue in their cuflody when my examina- 
tion was over. Every man is in his dif- 
ferent mode fiifceptible to a feme of ho- 
nour i and they did not choofe to en- 
counter the dilgrace that would accrue 
to them if iuftke had been done. Every 
man is in-fome degree influenced by the- 
love of power ; and they were willing I 
Ihould owe any benefit I received, to their 
ibvereign grace and benignity, and not to 
the mere reafon of the cafe. It was nor, 
however an unfubftantial honour and bar- 
ren power that formed the object of their 
purfuit : no, their views were deeper than 
that. In a ward, though they chofe that 
I mould retire from the feat of juftice as 
I had 
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I had come before it, a prifonery.yet the 
tenour of my examination had obliged; 
them in fpite of themfelves to fufpeft, 
that I was innocent of the charge 
they alleged againft me. -Apprehenfive 
therefore that the hundred guineas that 
had been offered as a reward for tak- 
ing the robber, was completely out of 
the queftion in the prefent bu-finefs, they 
were contented to ftrikc at fiilaller game. 
Having conduced me to an inn, and 
given dire&ions rcfpe&ing a vehicle for 
the journey, they took me afide, while 
one of them addreJTed me in the follow- 
ing, manner : 

You fee, my lad, how the cafe (lands ; 
heigh for Warwick is the word ! and, 
when we are got there, what may happen 
then I will not pretend for to lay. Whether 
you are innocent or no is no buftnefs of 
mine j but you are not fuch a chicken as 
to fuppofe, if fo be as you are innocent, 
that that will make your game altogether 
Cure 
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fure. You fay, your bufinefs calls you 
another way, and as how you are in hafte : 
I have not the heart to crofs any man in 
his concerns, if I can help it. If there- 
fore you will give us them there fifteen 
miners, why fnug is the word. They are 
of no ufe to you ; a beggar, you know, 
is always at home. For the matter of 
that we could have had them in the 
way of bufinefs as you faw at the jus- 
tice's. But I am a man of principle ; I 
loves to do things above board, and fcorns 
to extort a milling from any man. 

He who is tin&ured with principles of 
moral discrimination, is apt upon occa- 
fion.to be run away with by his feelings 
in that refpc£t, and to forget the imme- 
diate intereft of the moment. I confefs 
that the firft fentiment excited in my 
mind by (his overture was that of indig- 
nation. : I was ifrefiftibly impelled to 
give- Utterance to this feeling, and poft- 
pOne for a moment the confideration of 
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the future. I replied with the feverity 
which fo bafe a proceeding appeared to 
defervc. My bear- leaders were confide^ 
rably furprifed with my firmnefc, but 
feemed to think it beneath them to conteft 
with me the principle* I delivered. He 
who had made the overture contented 
himfelf with replying, Well, well, my 
lad, do as you will ; you are not the firft 
man that has been hanged rather than 
part with a few guineas. His words did 
not pafs unheeded by me. They were 
ftrikingly applicable to my fituation, and 
I was determined not to fufier the occa- 
fion to efcape me unimproved. 

The pride of chefe gentlemen however 
was too great to admit of farther parley 
for the prefent. They left me abruptly ; 
having firft ordered an old man, the fa* 
ther of the landlady,, to flay in. the room* 
with me while they were abfent. The old 
man they ordered for fecurity to lock the 
door and put the key in: his pocket* at 

a* 
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the fame time mentioning below flairs 
the ftatjon in which they had left me, 
that the people of the houfe might have 
an eye upon what went forward, and not 
fuffer me toefcape. What was the inten- 
tion of this manoeuvre I am unable cer- 
tainly to pronounce. Probably it was a 
fort of compromife between their pride 
and their avarice, being defirous for fome - 
reafon or other to drop me as foon as 
Convenient, and therefore determining to 
wait the refult of my private meditations 
on the propolal they had made. 
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CHAP. VII. 

X HEY were no foone'r withdrawn than 
I caft my eye upon the old man, and 
found fomething extremely venerable and 
interefting in his appearance. His form 
was above the middle fize. It indicated 
that his ftrength had once been confide- 
rable t nor -was it at this time by any 
means annihilated. His hair was in con* 
fiderable quantity, and was as white as the 
driven fnow. His complexion was health- 
ful and ruddy, at the fame time that his 
face was furrowed with wrinkles. In 
his eye there was remarkable vivacity, 
and his whole countenance was ftrongly 
expreffiveof good nature. Theboorifti- 
neis of his rank in fociety was loft, in toe 
cultivation 
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cultivation his mind had derived from 
habits of fenlibility and benevolence. 

The view of his figure immediately in- 
troduced a train of ideas into my mind 
respecting the~ advantage to be drawn 
from the prefence of fuch, a perfon. The 
attempt to take any Hep without his 
confent was hopelefs, forj though I mould 
fucceed with regard to him, he could ea- 
fily give the alarm to other ptrfons who 
would no doubt be within call. Add to 
which, I could fcarcely have prevailed 
on myfclf to offer any offence to _a perfon 
whofe firfi; appearance fo ftrongly en- 
gaged my affection and efteem. In rea- 
lity my thoughts were turned into a dif- 
ferent channel. I was imprefied with an 
ardent with, to be able to call this man 
my benefactor. Purfued by a train of 
ill-fortune, I could no longer confider 
myfclf as a member of fbciety. I was'a 
folitary being, cut off from the expecta- 
tion of fympathy, kindnefs andthegood- 
5 will 
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will of mankind. I Was ftrongly im- 
pelled by the fituation in which the pre- 
fent moment placed me, to indulge in a 
luxury which my deftiny farmed to have 
denied. I could not conceive of the 
fmalleft comparifon between the idea of 
deriving my liberty from the fpontaneous 
kindnefs of a worthy and excellent mind, 
and that of being indebted for it to the 
felfifhnefs and bafenefs of the worft mem- 
bers of fociety. It was thus that 1 al- 
' lowed myfelf in the wantonnels of refine- 
ment even in the midft of deftruction. 

Guided by thefe fentiments, I requefted 
his attention to the cirpumftances by 
which I had been brought into my pre- 
fent fituation. He immediately fignifcd 
his affent, and faid he would chearfully 
liften to any thing I thought. proper to 
communicate. I told him the perfonJ 
who had juft left me in charge with him, 
had come to this town for thepurpofeof 
apprehending fome perfon who had been 
guilr/ 
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guilty of robbing the mail ; that they had 
chofen to take me up under this warrant, 
and had conducted me before a juitice of 
the peace ; that they had foon detected 
their miftake, the perfon in queftion be- 
ing an Irifhman, and differing from me 
both in country and ftature ; but that by 
collufion between them and the juftice 
they were permitted to retain me in cuf- 
tody, and pretended to undertake to con- 
duct me to Warwick to confront me with 
my accomplice! that in fearching me at 
the juftice's they had found a fum of 
money in my pofleflion which excited 
their cupidity, and that they had juft been 
propofing to me to give me my liberty 
upon condition of my furrendering this 
fum into their hands. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances I requeftcd him to confidcr 
■whether he would wifh to render him- 
filf the inftrument of their extortion. I 
put myfelf into his hands, and folemnly 
averred the truth of the facts I had juft 
ftated. 
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Hated. If he would affift me in. myef- 
cape, it could have no other effect than 
Co difappolnt the bale paflions of my 
conductors. I would upon no' account 
expofe him to any real inconvenience; 
but T was well allured that the fame ge- 
nerality that prompted him to a- good 
deed, would enable him. effectually to 
vindicate it when done; and that thofe 
who detained me, when they had loft 
fight of their prey, would feel covered 
with confufion, and not dare to take 
another ftep in the affair. 

The old man liftened to what I related 
with curiofity and intereft. He faid that he 
had always felt an abhorrence to the fort 
of people who had me in their hands, 
that he had an averfion to the talk they 
had juft impofed upon him, but that he 
could not refufe fome little difagreeable 
offices to oblige his daughter and fon in 
law. He had no doubt, from my coun- 
tenance and manner, of the truth of what 
I had 



.Gtrnglc 



CALEB WILLIAM!.. 121 

I Had afferted to htm. It was an extra- 
ordinary requeft I had made, and he did 
not know what hdd induced me to think 
him the forf of perfon to whom it might 
properly be made. In reality however 
his habits of thinking were uncommon, 
and he felt more than half inclined to act 
as I defired; One thing a: leaft he would 
defire of me in return, which was to be 
faithfully informed' In fome degree re- 
fpecting the perfon he was aiked to 
oblige. "What was my name ? 

The queftion came upon me unpre- 
pared. But, whatever might be the con- 
fequences, I could not bear to deceive 
the perfon by whom it was put, and in 
the circumftances under which- it was 
put. The practice of perpetual falihood 
is too painful a talk. I replied that ray 
name was Williams. 

He paufed. His eye was fixed upon 
me. I faw his complexion alter at the 

Vot, III. G repe- 
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repeiition of that word. He proceeded 
with vifible anxiety. 

My chriftian name? 

Caleb. 

Good God! itcould-notbe ? 

He conjured me by every thing that was 
facrcd to anfwer htm faithfully to one 
queftion more. I was not ?— no, it 
was impolfiblc — the perfbn who had for- 
merly lived fervant with Mr. Falkland 
of ? 

I told him that, whatever might be the 
meaning of his queftion, I would anfwer 
him truly. 1 was the individual he men- 
tioned. - 

As I uttered thefe words, the old man 
rofe from his feat. He was forry that 
fortune had been fo unpropitious to him, 
as for him ever to have fet eyes upon 
■me ! I was a monftcr with whom the very 
earth groaned ! 

I intreated that he would fufler me to 
explain 
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explain this new miiapprehenfum, as he 
had done in the former inftance. 1 had no 
doubt that I fhould do it equally to his 
fatisfa&ion. 

No 1 no! no ! he would upon no confi- 
deration admit that his ears flioold fuffer 
fuch cpntami nation. This cafe and the 
other were very different; There was &o 
criminal upon the face of the earth, no 
murderer, half fo deteftable, as the per- 
form who could prevail upon himfelf to 
utter the charges 1 had done by way of 
recrimination againft lb generous a maf- 
ter. — The old man. was in a perfect agony 
with the recollection. 

At length he calmed himfelf enough 
to fay he fhould never ceafe to grieve that 
he had held a moment's parley with me. 
He did not know what was the conduct 
thatfevere juftice required of him ; but, 
fincc he had come into the knowledge of 
who I was only by my own confeffion, it 
was irreconcilably repugnant to his feel. 
G z ingi 
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ings to make ufe of that knowledge to 
my injury. Here therefore all relation 
between us ceafcd ; as indeed it would 
be an abufe of words to confider me in 
the light of a human creature. He 
would do, me no mifchief; but then on 
the 'other hand he would not for the 
world be in any way aflifting and abetting 
me. 

I was inexpreffibly affccied at the ab- 
horrence this good and bene7olent crea- 
ture exprefled againft me. I could nor 
be filent ; I endeavoured once and again 
to prevail upon him to hear me. But 
his determination was unalterable. Out 
conteft lafted for feme time, and he at 
length terminated it by ringing the bell, 
and calling up the waiter. A very little 
while after this my conductors entered, 
and thefe two other perfons withdrew. 

It was a part of the Angularity of my 
fate that it hurried me from one fpecies 
of anxiety and diftrefs to another, too ra- 
pidly 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 125 

pidly to fuffer any one of them to fink 
deeply into my mind. Tarn apt to be- 
lieve in the retrofpecl that half the cala- 
mities I was deftined to endure would 
infallibly have overwhelmed and deftroy- 
ed me. But, as it was, I had no leifure 
to chew the cud upon crofs accidents as 
they befel me, but was under the necef- 
fity of forgetting them to guard againft 
' peril that the next moment teemed ready 
to cr lift me. The behaviour of this in- 
comparable and amiable old man cut me 
to die heart. It was a dreadful progr 
fioilit for all my future life. But, as f 
have j.uft obferyed, Jt»y conductors en- 
tered, and another fubjeft called impe- 
riously upon my attention. I could hayp 
been content, mortified as I was at this 
inftant, to have been (hut up .in fome im- 
penetrable folitude, and to have wrapped 
myfelf up in inconfolable mifery, £ut 
the grief I endured had not fuch power 
pver me, as that I could be content to 
G3 rifle 
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rifle the being led to the gallows. The 
Jove of life, and ft ill more a hatred againft 
opprefilon, fteckd my heart againft that 
fpecies of inertion. In the fcene that 
had juft parted I had indulged, as I have 
faid, in a wantonnefs and luxury of re- 
finement. It was time that that indul- 
gence mould be brought to a period. It 
was dangerous to trifle any more upon 
the brink of fate ; and, penetrated as I 
■was with fadnefs by the refult of my laft 
attempt, I was little di-fpofed to any un~ 
■eceffary circumambulation. I was ex- 
actly in the temper in which the 
gentlemen who had me in their power, 
would have defired to find me. Accord- 
ingly we entered upon immediate bu6- 
nefs ; and, after fome chaffering, they 
agreed to accept eleven guineas, as the 
price of my freedom. To preferve how- 
ever the charinefs of their reputation, 
"they infilled upon conducting me with- 
them for a few miles on the outfide of 
aftage 
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x ftage coach. They then pretended 
(hat the road they had to travel lay in a 
crofs-country dire&ionj and, having quit- 
ted the vehicle, they fuffered me, almoft 
as foorr as it was out of fight, to make 
off this troublefome afibciation, and fol- 
low my own inclinations. It may be 
worth remarking by the way, that thefe 
fellows outwitted themfelves at their own 
trade. They had laid hojd of me at firft 
under die idea of a prize of a hundred gui- 
neas} they had fuice been glad to accept 
a'compofition of eleven ■, but, if they had 
retained me a little longer in their pof- 
feuion, they would have found the polfi- 
bilityof acquiring the fum that had ori- 
ginally excited their purfuit, upon a dif- 
ferent fcore. 

The mischances that had befallen me - 
in my late attempt to efcape from my 
purfuers by having recourfe to .the fea, 
deterred me from the thought of repeat- 
isg the fame experiment. I therefore 
G 4 once 
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once more returned to die fuggeftion of 
hiding myielf, at leaft for the prefenr, 
amid ft the crowds of the ^letropolis. 
Meanwhile I by no means thought pro- 
per to venture by the direct route, and. 
the lefs fo as that was the courfe which, 
would be fleered by my late conductors ; 

. but took my road along the borders of 
Wales. The only incident worth relat- 
ing in this place, occurred in a project X 

' thought proper to adopt for wolfing 
the Severn in 3 particular point. The 
mode of croffing was by a ferry j and by 
fome flrange inadvertence I loft my way 
fq completely that I was wholly unable 
that night to reach' the ferry, and arrive 
at the town which I had deftined for my 

.repofe. 

It was by a Angular fajajity thaf phis 
petty difappointment, in the midft of the 
overwhelming confiderations that might 
have been expected to engrofs every 
thought of my mind, was borne J>y roe 
with 
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with particular impatience. I was that 
day uncommonly fatigued. Previously 
10 the time when I miftook, or at lcatl 
-was aware of the miftake of the road, 
the iky bad become exceedingly black 
and lowering, and foon after the clouds 
b-urft down in meets of rain. I was then 
in the midft of a heath, without tree or 
covering of any fort to (belter me. I 
waa thoroughly drenched in a moment. - 
In this uncomfortable Hate I proceeded 
with a fort of fullen determination. By 
and by the rain gave place to a ftorm of 
bail. The hail-ftones were -large and 
frequent. I was ill defended from them 
by the miferable covering I wore, and 
they feemed to cut me in a.thoufand 
directions. The hail-ftorm fubfided, 
and was again fucceeded by a heavy 
rain'; It was at this time I perceived 
that I had totally deviated from my way. 
J*could difcover neither man, nor beaft, 
nor habitation of any kind. I walked 
G 5 on, 
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on, confulting at every turn the path it 
would be proper for me to purfue, and 
in no iriftance able to dtfeern a fufficient 
reafon for rejecting the one and prefer- 
ring the other. My mind' was in a moft 
difconfolate and repining (late. 1 mut- 
tered imprecations and murmuring, as 

. 1 pafl~ed along. I was full of loathing 
and abhorrence againft life, and every 
thing that life carries in its train. After 
wandering without any certain direc- 
tion for two hours, I was overtaken 
'by the night, and obliged to take up 
mv reft for the prefent in a folitary 
ihed. 

- In a corner of the lhed which I had 
chofen for my retreat I found fome clean 
ftraw. I threw off my rags, placing them 
in a filiation where they would bed be 
dried, and buried myfelf amidft this 
friendly warmth. Through fatigue of 
mind and body it happened in this uv 
ftaace, though in general my repofe was 
remark- 



CALEB WILLIAMS. JJI 

remarkably fhort, that 1 flept till almoft 
noon of the next day. , When I rofe, I 
found that I was at no great diftance 
from the ferry, which I crofTed, and en- 
tered the town where I intended to hare 
rcfted the preceding night. 

It was market day. As I pafTed near 
the croft, l.obferved two people look at 
me with great earneftnefs, after which 
©ne of them exclaimed, I will-be damned, 
if I do not think that is the very, fellow 
tbofe men were enquiring for, who fet 
off an hour ago by. the coach for — — , 
I was extremely alarmed, at this infor- 
mation ; and, quickening my pace, turn- 
ed fharpdown a narrow lane. The 
moment I. was out of fight I-ran with 
all the fpeed I could exert, and did not 
think myfelf fafe-xill I was feveral miles 
diftant from the place where' this infor- 
mation had reached my ears. I have-al- 
ways believed that the men to whom it 
related were the very perfons who had 
G 6" a PP rc_ 
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Apprehended me on board the (hip In 
which I had embarked for Ireland, that 
by fome accident they had -met with the 
description of my perfon as publifhed 
on the part of Mr. "Falkland, and that 
from butting together the circumftances 
they had been led to believe that this 
was the very individual who had lately 
been in their cuftody. Indeed it was a 
piece of infatuation in me for which I 
am now unable to account, that, after 
the various indications which had oc- 
curred in that affair proving to them 
that 1 was a man in very critical and 
peculiar circumftances, I fhould have 
perfifted in wearing the fame difguife 
without: the ftnalleft alteration. My ef- 
cape in the prefent cafe was eminently 
fortunate. If I had not loft my way in 
confequence of the hail-ftorm of the 
preceding night, or if I had not fo great- 
ly overflept myfelf this very morning, 
,1 mult almoft infallibly have fallen into 
5 the 
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die hands, of thefc infernal blood-Jiu lit- 
ers. 

TAe town they had chofen for their 
next ftage, the name of which I had thus 
caught in the market-place, was the very 
town to which, but for this intimation, 
I fliould have immediately proceeded. 
As it was, I determined to take a road as 
wide of it as pbflible. In the firft place 
to which I came, in which it was prac- 
ticable to do fo, I bought a great coat 
which I drew over my beggar's weeds, 
and a better hat. The hat I (touched 
over my face, and covered one of my 
eyes with a green filk fhade. The hand- 
kerchief, which I had hitherto worn 
about my head, I now tied about the 
lower part of my vifage, fo as to cover 
my mouth. By degrees- 1 difcarded every 
part of my former drefs, and wore for 
my upper garment a kind of carman's 
frock, which, being of the better fort, 
made rnc look like the fon of a reputable 
farmer 
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farmer of the lower clafs. Thus equip- 
ped, I proceeded on my journey, and, 
liter a thoufand alarms, precautions, and 
circuitous deviations from the direct. 
path,, arrived iafcly in London*. 
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lERE then was the termination of 
an immenfe feries of labours, upon 
which no man could have looked back 
without aftonifhment, or forward with- 
out a fentiment bordering on defpair. It 
was at a price which defies eftimation 
that I had purchafed this refting-place; 
whether we conflder the efforts it had 
coft me to efcape from the walls of my 
prifon, or the dangers and anxieties to 
which I had been a prey from that hour 
to the prefent. 

But why do I call the point at which 
I was now arrived a refting place ? Alas, 
it was diametrically the reverie ! It was 
my firft and immediate bufinefs to re- 
view all the projects of difguife I had 
hitherto conceived, to derive every im- 
provement 
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' provement 1 could invent from the prac- 
tice to which I had been fubjectcd, and 
to manufacture a veil of concealment 
more impenetrable than ever. This was 
an effort to which I could fee no end. 
In ordinary cafes the hue and cry after 
a fuppofed offender is a matter of tem- 
porary operation ; but ordinary cafes 
formed no ftandard for the coloffal intel- 
ligence of Mr. Falkland. For the fame 
reaibn, London, which appears an in- - 
.exhauftible refervoir of concealment to 
the majority of mankind, brought no 
fuch confolatory .fqptiment to my mind, - 
Whether life were worth my accepting 
on fuch terms I cannot pronounce. I 
only know that I perfifted in this exei> 
-tion of my faculties, -through a fort of 
parental 4oye that men are accuftomed 
to entertain for their intellectual off*- 
fpring j the more thought I had expend- 
ed" in rearing it to its prefent perfection, 
-the lels did I find myfclf dupofed to 
abandon 



CAIE6 WILLIAM!. I37 

abandon it. Another motive not left 
ftrenuoufly exciting me to perfeverance, 
was the ever-growing repugnance I felt 
to injuftice and arbitrary power. 

The firft evening of my arrival in town 
I flepf at an obfeure inn in the borough 
of South wark, chooling that fide of the 
metropolis on -account of its lying eni- 
WFrfy wide of $he pwt oi England from 
whifth I came. I entered the inn in the 
Wtnijig in *i>y countryman's frock; and, 
hitting paid for my lodging before J 
went iQ;bed, equipped myfelf nexj mora. 
>Pg ^<differ«intly ; as aty wardrobe would. 
show, and l^ft 4k houft bjefore day.. The 
frock I naade up into a fmall packet * and, 
kariag carried k to a diftance as great as 
I thought neceflary, I dropped it in the 
Menu- of an alley through which 1 pafled. 
My neat care was to furm'fli rnyfclf with 
soother fait *f appall totally different 
from any to 'which I had .hitherto had re. 
COHrie, TJw cjtterior which 1 was now 
induced 
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induced to aflume was that of a Jew, 
One of the gang of thieves upon ■ 
fbreft had been of that race ^ and, by the 
talent of mimicry, which I have already 
ftated myfelf to pofTefs, I could copy 
their pronunciation of the Englilh Ian- 
guage, fufficiently to anfwer fuch occa> 
fions as were likely to prefentthemfelves. 
One of the preliminaries I adopted was 
to repair to a quarter of the town in 
which great numbers of this people re- 
fide, and ftudy then* complexion and 
countenance. Having made fuch prow 
fion as my prudence fuggefted to me, I 
retired' for that night to an inn on the 
fide of Mile End and Wapping. Here 
I accoutred myfelf in my new habili- 
ments ; and, having employed the fame 
precautions as before, retired from my 
lodging at a time Jeaft expofed to obfec- 
vation. It is unneceflary to defcribe all 
the particulars of my new equipage. 
Suffice it to fay, that one of my cares 
was 
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was Co drfcolour my complexion, and give 
it the dun and fallow hue which is in 
moft initances characteriftic of the tribe 
to which I affumed to belong ; and that, 
when my metamorphofis was finiflied, I 
could not upon the ftrifteft examination 
conceive, that any one could have traced 
out the perfbn of Caleb Williams in this 
new difguife. 

Thus far advanced in the execution 

. of my project, I deemed it advifablc to 
procure a lodging, and change my late 
wandering life for a ftationary one. In 
this lodging I conftantly fecludcd myfelf 
from the riling to the fetting of the fun \ 
the periods I allowed for exercife and ate 
were few, and thofe few by night. I was 

. even careful offo muchasapproachitig'the 
window of my apartment, though upon 
the attic (lory i a principle I laid down 
to myfelf was, not wantonly and unne- 
.ceflarily to expofe myfelf to rilk, however 
flight that rifle might appear. Thus I 
had 
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had feemingly attained a foliation of ob- 
scurity, fecluded from the haunts and in> 
tei'courfc of men. It had however little 
refemblance to .that obfcurity to which 
0iy imagination had looked forward with 
delight, while I was yet in— jail. There 
is an immeafurable difference between) 
£hajt rural folitude, where a man refts.his 
head in the lap of verdure and tranquil 
fcty; and that retirement in the very 
fcat of action, whole conftant attendant *s 
difqujeE.ude, and ifi which a ruaji ftirioki 
with Alarm from the ^eye of Jus feHow. 

I might have thought aiyfcj/ &M 
more ic.cu.rc, if J had been in poffeffioa 
<jf money upon which to fubfift. The 
fleceffity of a man's .earning for hitnfetf 
«hc means of exigence js in moil inftances 
a merely imaginary evil j but in mine 
(C*,ptainly tended to thwart -the plan of fa- 
creqr GO which I was condemned. What- 
ever labour I adopted, .or deemed myfelf 
qualified CO difchargc, it was tirft to be 
con- 
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confidered how I was , to be provided 
with employment, and where I was to 
find an employer or purchafer for my 
Commodities. In the mean time] had 
no alternative. The little money with 
which I had efcaped from the Mood- 
hunters- was almoft wholly expended. 

After the minuteft confidcration I was 
able to beftbw upon this queftion, I de- 
termined that literature fhould be the 
field of my firft experiment. I had read 
much of money being acquired in this 
way, and of prices given by the fpecula* 
tors in this fort of ware to its proper 
manufacturers. My qualifications I cfti- 
matedat a fiender valuation. I was -not 
without a conviction that experience and 
practice mull pave the way to excellent 
production. But, though of thefe I was 
utterly deftitute, my propenfuies had al* 
ways led me in this direction ; and my 
early thirft of knowledge had conducted 
me to a more intimate acquaintance with 
books, 
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books, than could perhaps have been ex- 
pected under my circumftances. If my li- 
terary pretentions were flight, the demand 
1 intended to make upon them was not 
great. 1 only defired a fubfiftence, and I 
was perluaded few perfons could fubfift 
upon flenderer means than myfelf. I alio 
confidered that this was a temporary ex- 
pedient, neceflary only till by accident or 
time I could place myfelf in a more eli- 
gible Qtuation. The rcafons that princi- 
pally determined me in my choice, were ' 
that this employment called upon me 
for the lead preparation, and could, as 
I thought, be exercifed with leaft obfer- 
vation. . r 

There was a folitary woman of middle 
age, who tenanted a chamber in this houfe 
upon the fame floor whh-my own. I had 
no fooner determined upon the deftina- 
tion of my induftry, than I caft my eye 
upon her as the poffible inftrument for 
'difpofing of my productions. Excluded 
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as I was from all intercourfe with my 
fpeeies in general, I found plcafurein the 
occaiioual exchange of a few words with 
this tDoffcnfive and good-humoured crea- 
ture, who was already of an age to pre- 
clude fcandal. She lived upon a very 
fmall annuity allowed her by a dis- 
tant relation, a woman of quality, who, 
pofltficd of thoufands herfelf, had no 
other anxietv with refp ft to this perlon, 
than that /he fhould not contaminaLe her 
alliance Ly the exertion of honeft in- 
duftry. This humble creature was of a 
uniformly chearful and active difpofition, 
unacquainted alike with the cares of 
wealth, and the preffure of misfortune'. 
Though her pretentions were fmall, and 
her information (lender, flie was by no 
means deficient in penetration. She law 
the faults and follies of mankind, with a 
judging eye; but her temper was of fp 
mild and forgiving a caft, as would have 
induced moft pcrfoni to believe that Ihe 
7 P cr - 
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perceived nothing of the matter. Her 
heart overflowed with the milk of kind- 
nefs. She was lincere and ardent in her 
attachments, and never did flic omit a fer- 
vice which (he perceived heffelf able to 
render to a human being. I found her 
willing and alert to enter into the bufinds 
I propofed to her. That I might anti- 
cipate occafions of fufpicion, I frankly 
told her that, for reafona which I wtfhed 
to be excufed from relating, but which, 
if related, I was fure would not deprive 
me of her good opinion, I found it ne- 
ceflary for the prefcnt to keep myfelf 
private. With this ftatement flic readily 
acquiefced, and told me that me had no 
defire for any farther information than! 
found it expedient to give. 

My firft productions were of the poeti- 
cal kind. After having finifhed two or 
three, I directed this generous friend to 
take them to the office of a newfpaper j 
but they were rejected with contempt by 
the 
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the Ariftarchus of that place,- who, 
having bellowed on them a fuperficial 
glance, told her that fucfi matters were 
not at all in his way. I cannot help 
mentioning in this place that the coun- 
tenance of Mrs. Marney (that was the 
name of my ambaffadrefs) was in all 
cafes a perfect indication of her fuccefs, 
and rendered explanation by words wholly 
unnecefiary. She interefted heifelf fo un- 
refervedly in what (he undertook, that 
Jhe felt either mifcarriage or good for- 
tune much more exquifuely than I did* 
I had an unhefitating confidence in my 
own refources, and, occupied as I was in 
the meditation of more interesting con- 
cerns, regarded thefe matters as altogether 
trivial. 

I quietly took the pieces back, and 
laid them upon my table. Upon revi- 
le of them, 
,difpatched 
if a maga- 
zine. 
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zinc. He defired they might be left with 
him till -the day after to-morrow. When 
that day came, he told my friend they 
Oiould be inferted j but, Mrs. Marney 
aflcing refpedting .the price, he replied, it 
was their conftant rule to give nothing 
for poetical competitions, the lctxr-box 
being always full of writings of that 
fort j but, if the gentleman would try 
his hand in profe, a Jhort eflay or a tale, 
he would fee what he could do for him. 
With the requifition of my literary 
dictator I immediately complied. I at- 
tempted a paper in the ftyle of Addifon*a 
Spectators, which was accepted, la a 
fhort time I was upon an eftablifhed 
footing in this quarter. I however dif- 
trufted my refources in the way of morat 
■difquifition, and" foon turned my thoughts 
to his other fuggeftion, a tale, His de- 
mands upon me were now frequent, and 
to facilitate my labour I bethought my- 
felf of the reiburce of tranflatioa. 1 bad 
7 scarcely 
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fcarccly any convenience with refpecc to 
the procuring of books ; but, as my me- 
mory was very retentive, I frequently 
tranflated or modelled my narratives upon 
a reading of fome years before. By a fa- 
tality for which I do not weH know how 
to account, my thoughts frequently led 
me to the hiftories of celebrated robbers $ 
and I retailed from time to time incidents 
and anecdotes of Cartouche, Gufman 
d'Atfarache and other memorable wor- 
thies, whofe carreer was terminated upon 
the gallows or the fcaffbld. 
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W HILE I was thus endeavouring 
CO occupy and provide for the interme- 
diate period till the violence of the pur- 
fuit after me might be a little abated, a 
new foitrce of danger opened upon me of 
which I had no previous fufpicion, JorK-s, 
the thief who had been expelled from 
captain Raymond's gang, had fluctuated 
during the laft years of his life, between' 
the two profeffions of a violator and a mi- 
nifterofexecutivejuftice. I believe he had 
originally devoted hiffiftlf tothefiVft, and 
probably his initiation in the myfteries 
of thieving qualified him to bt peculiarly 
expert in the profeflion of a thief-taker, 
a profeflion he had adopted not from 
choice,"but necefluy. In this employment 
his reputation was great, though perhaps 
not 
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not equal to his merits ; far it happens 
here, as in alt the other departments of hu- 
man fociety, that, however the fubalterns 
may furnifh wifdom and fleill, the prin- 
cipals run away with the eclat. He waaf 
exercifing this aft in a Very profperous 
manner, when it happened by fomeacci- 
dent, that one or two of his atchieve- 
ments, previoufly to his having fhatten 
off the dregs ofunlicenfed depredation, 
were in danger of becoming' fubjec^s of 
public attention. Having had repeated 
intimations of this, he thought it pru- 
dent to decamp, and it was during this 
period of his retreat that he entered into 
the — gang. 

Such was the hiftory of this than an- 
tecedently to his beingplaccd in the fixa- 
tion in which I had firft encountered 
him. * At the time of that encounter he* 
was a veteran of captain Raymond** 
g*ngi for, thieve* being a fhort-lived 
race, the charafter of veteran cofts the 
H 3 lefc 
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left time in acquiring. Upon his expul> 
fion from this community he returned 
once more to his lawful profeflion, and 
by his old comrades was received with 
congratulation as a loft flieep. In the 
vulgar claffes of fociety no length of 
time is fufficient to expiate a crime; but 
among the fraternity of thief-takers it is 
a rule never to bring one of their own 
brethren to a reckoning, when it can withy 
any propriety be avoided. Another rule 
obferved by thole who have paflcd 
through the fame gradations as Jones had 
done, and which was adopted by Jones 
himfelf, was always to rcferve fuch as had 
been .the accomplices of their depreda- 
tions to the left, and on no account to 
affail them without great necefliiy or 
powerful temptation. For this rcafoii- 
captain Raymond and his confederates 
were, according to Jones's fy-ftcm of 
tactics, fafe» as he would have termed it, 
from his retaliation. 

But* 
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But, though Jones was in this fenfe 
of the term a man of ftridt honour, 
my cafe unfortunately did not fall within 
the laws of honour he acknowledged. 
Misfortune had overtaken me, and I was 
on all fides without protection or ihel- 
ter. The perfecution to which I was ex* 
pofed was founded upon the fuppofitton 
of my having committed felony to an 
immenfe amount. But in this Jones had 
had no participation ; he was carelcfs 
whether the fuppofition were true or falfe, 
and hated me as much as if my innocence 
bad been eftabliflied beyond the reach of 
lb much as a whifper of fufpicion. The 
blood hunters yho had taken me into 
cuftody at — *■«, -related, as ufual, among 
their fraternity a part of their adven- 
ture, and told of the reafon which in- 
clined them to fuppofe, that, the indivi- 
dual who had palTed through their cuf- 
tody, was the very Caleb Williams for 
whofe apprehenfibn a reward had been 
H 4 offered 
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offered of a hundred guineas. Jones, 
whole acutenefs was eminent in the way 
of his profeflion, by comparing facts and ' 
dates was induced to fufpeft in his own 
mind that Caleb Williams was the perfon 

he had huftled and wounded upon 

foreft. Againft that perfon he enter- 
tained the bittereft averfion. I had been 
the innocent occafion of his being expel- 
led with difgrace from captain Ray- 
mond's gang i and Jones, as I afterwards 
underftood, was intimately pe'rfusdcd that 
. there was no comparifon between the li- 
beral and manly profeflion of a robber, 
from which I had driven him, and the 
fordid and mechanical -occupation of a 
-jl&Qd-hunter, to which 'lie was obliged 
to return. He no fodner received the 
. information I have mentioned, than he 
v«owed revenge. He determined to leave 
all other ©bjefts, and confecrate every 
faculty of his, mind to the unkenneling 
me from my hiding place. . The offered 
reward, 
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reward, which his vanity made him con* 
Oder as afiuredly his own, appeared as 
the complete indemnification of his la- 
bour and expence. Thus I had to etv- ' 
counter the fagacity he poflefled in the 
way of his profeffion, whetted and ftimu- 
lated by a femiment of vengeance in a 
mind that knew no reftraint from con- . 
fcience or humanity. 

The fifft ftep he purfued in execution 
of his project, was to fet out for the fea- 
port town where I had formerly been ap- 
prehended. From thence he traced me t6 
the banks of the Severn, and from thft 
banks of the Severn to London. It is 
fcarcely neceflary to obferve that this is 
always practicable, unlcfs the precautions 
of the fugitive be 4/i the higheft degree 
both judicious in the conception and 
fortunate in th^e execution, — provided 
the purfuer have motives ftrong enough, 
to excite him to perfeverance. Jones 
indeed in the courfe of his purfuit was 
H 5 often 
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often obliged to double his fteps ; ano\ 
like the harrier, an apt emblem of a man 
engaged in this fanguinary occupation, 
.whenever he was at a fault, returned to 
the place where he had laft perceived the 
feent of the animal whofe death he had 
decreed. He fparcd neither pains nor 
time in the gratification of the pafllon 
which choice had made his ruling one. 

Upon my arrival in town he for a mo- 
ment loft all trace of me, London being a 
place in which, an account of the magni- 
tude of itsdi mentions, it might well be fup. 
pofed that an individual could remain hid- 
den and unknown. But no difficulty could 
difcourage this new adverfary. He went 
from inn to inn, reafonably fuppofing 
that there was no private houfe to which 
I could immediately repair, till he found, 
by the defcription he gave, and the fenti- 
ments he excited, that I had flcpt for one 
night in the borough of Southwark. But 
-fcc could get no farther information. 
The 
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The people of the inn had no knowledge 
what had become of me the next morning. 
This however did but render him more ea- 
ger in his purfuit. The describing "me was 
now more difficult, on account of the par- 
tial change of my drefs 1 had made the ie- 
condday ofmy being in town. But Jones 
at length overcame the obftacle from that 
quarter. Having traced mc to my fecond 
inn, he was here furniflied with a more 
copious information. I had been a fub- 
je& of fpcculation for the leifure hours 
of Some of the perfons belonging to 
this inn: An old woman of a molt 
curious and loquacious difpofition who 
lived oppofite to it, ami who that morn- 
ing rofe early to her warning, had efpied 
me from her window by the light of a 
large lamp which hung over the inn, as 
1 iffued from the gate. She had but a 
very imperfect view of me, but flic 
thought there was fomething Jcwifh in 
my appearance. She was accufto.ned to ■ 
hold a conference every morning with the 
H 6 landlady 
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landlady of the inn, fome of the waiters 
and chambermaids occafionally aflifting at 
it. In the courfe of the dialogue of this 
morning Ihe aflced-fome queftions about 
the Jew who'had Oept there the night be- 
fore. No Jew had flept there. The cu- 
riofity of the landlady was excited in her 
turn. By the time of the morning it 
could be no one but me. It was very 
ftrange ! They compared notes refpeeting 
my appearance and drefs. No two things 
could be more diffimilar. The Jew- 
Chriftian, upon any dearth of fubjects of 
intelligence, repeatedly, furnilhed matter 
for their difcourfe. 

The information thus afforded to Jones, 
appeared exceedingly material. But the 
performance did not for fome time keep 
pace with the promife. He could not enter 
every private houfe intowhich lodgerswere 
ever admitted, in the fame manner that he 
had treated the inns. He walked theftxeets, 
and examined with a curious and in- 
quifitive 
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quifitive eye the countenairee of every 
Jew about' ray ftature ; but in vain. He 
repaired to Duke's Place and the fyna- 
gogu'es. It was not here that in reality- 
he could calculate upon finding me j, but 
be retorted to rhefe means in defpair and 
as a laft hope. He was more, than once 
upon the point of giving up the purfuit j 
but he was recalled to it by arrin'fatiablc 
and reftlefs appetite for revenge. 

It was during this perturbed and fluc- 
tuating Hate of his mind that he chanced 
to pay a vifit to a brother of his who was 
the head-workman of a printing office. 
There'was little intercourfe between thefe 
two perfons, their difpofiiions and' habits 
of life being extremely diifimilar. The 
printer was induftrious, fober, and of a 
-propenfity to accumulation. He was 
extremely diflatisficd with the character 
and purfuiwof his brother, and had made 
fome ineficftual attempts to reclaim him. 
But. though they by no means agreed in 
their 
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their habits of thinking, they fometimes 
law each other. Jones loved to boaft of 
as many of his achievements as he dared 
venture to mention ; and his brother was 
one more hearer, in addition to the fct of 
his ufual aflbciates. The printer was 
amufed, with the blunt fagacity of re- 
mark and novelty of incident that cha- 
rafterifed Jones*s converfation. He was 
fecretly pleafed, in fpite of all his fober 
and church-going prejudices, that he was 
brother to a man of fo much ingenuity 
and fortitude. 

After having liftened for fome time 
Upon this occafion to the wonderful ftories 
which Jones. in his rugged way conde- 
scended to tell, the printer felt an ambi- 
tion to entertain his brother in his turn. 
He began to retail fome of my ftories of 
Cartouche and Gufman d'Alfarache. The 
attention of Jones was excited. His 
firil emotion was wonder; his fecood 
was envy and averfion. Where did the 
printer 
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printer get tbefe ftorics i This qaeftion 
was anfwered. I will tell you what, (aid 
the- printer, we none of us know what 
to make of the writer of thefe articles. 
He writes poetry and morality and his- 
tory : I am a printer and corrector of the 
prefs, and may pretend without vanity to 
be a tolerably good judge of thefe. mat- 
ters : he writes them all to my mind ex. 
tremely fine, and yet he is no more than 
a Jew. [To my honeft printer this 
ieemcjd as ftrange as if they had been 
written by a Cherokee chieftain at the 
falls of the MiffifippLj 

A Jew ! How do you know ? Did you 
ever fee him ? 

No -, the matter is always brought to 
us by a woman. But my matter hates 
all myfteries j he likes to fee his authors 
thcmfelves. So he plagues and plagues 
the old woman ; but he can never get any 
thing out of her, except that one day fhe 
happened to drop that the young gentle- 
man was a Jew. 

A Jew! 
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A Jew ! a young gentleman ! a per- 
fon who did every thing by proxy, and 
made a fecret of all his motions'! Here 
was abundant matter for the (peculations 
and Aifpicions of Jones. He was con- . 
firmed in them, without adverting to the 
procefs of his own mind, by the fubjeft 
of my lucubrations, men who died by 
the hands of the executioner. He faid 
little more to his brother, except aflting, 
as if cafually, what fort of an old woman 
this was? of what age fhe might be*? and 
whether (he often brought him materials 
of this kind ? and foon after -took occa- 
fioa to. leave him. 

It was with vaft pleafure that Jones 
had liftened to this unhoped for infor- 
mation. Having collected from his bro- 
ther fufficient hints relative to the period 
and appearance of Mrs. Marriey, and un- 
derftanding that he expefled to receive 
Something from me the next day, Jones 
took his ftand in the ftreet early that he 
5 might 
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might not rifle mifcarriage by negligence. 
He waited feveral hours, but not without 
fuccefs. Mrs. Marney came; he watched 
her into the houfe j and after about 
twenty minutes delay faw her return. 
He dogged her from ftreet to ftreet ; ob- 
served her finally enter the door of a pri- 
vate houfe ; and congratulated himfelf 
upon having at length arrived at the con- 
(btnmation of his labours, 
■ The houfe flic entered was.not her own, . 
habitation. By a fort of miraculous ac- 
cident (he had obferved Jones following 
ter in the ftreet. As fhe went home, 
flie faw a woman who had fallen down in 
a fainting fit. Moved by the compaf- 
Son that was ever alive in "her, (he ap- 
proached her in order to render her affift- 
wee. Prefefttly a crowd collected round 
thenf. Mrs. Marney having done what 
fhe- was-ftble, once more proceeded hornet 
wards. Obferving the crowd round her, 
the idea of pickpockets occurred to her 
mind j 
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mind % Ihe put her hands to her tides, 
and at the fame time looked round upon 
the populace. She had left the circle 
fomewhar abruptly, and Jones, who had 
been obliged to come nearer left he fttould 
Iofe her in the confufion, was at that mo* 
ment (landing exaftly oppoftte to her. 
His vifage was of the moft extraordinary 
kind ; habit had written the characters; 
of malignant cunning and daundefs ef* 
frontcry in every tine of his face ; and 
Mrs. Marney, who was neither philofo-' 
pher nor phyrfognomitt^wasneverthelefi 
ftruefc. This good woman, like moft 
perfons of her notable character, had f 
peculiar way of going home, not through: 
the open ftreees, but by narrow lanes and 
alleys, with intricate infertions and fud- 
den turnings. In one of thefe by foot 
accident (he once again caught a glance 
of her purfuer. This circumftance, to- 
gether with the Angularity of his ap- 
pearance, awakened her conjectures. 
Could 
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Could he be following her > It was the 
middle of the day, and the could have no 
fears for herfelf. But could this circum- 
ftance have any reference to me ? She re* 
collected the precautions and fecrecy I 
pradifcd, and had no doubt that I had 
rcafijiji for what I did. She recollected 
that (he had always been upon her guard 
lefpctfUrig me -, but had Jhe been fuffi- 
ciently fo? She thought that, if fhe 
should be the means of any mifchief to 
me, (he fhould be miferable for ever. 
She determined therefore by way of pre- 
caution in cafe of the word, to call at a 
friend's boufe, and fend me word of what 
had occurred. Having inftru&cd her 
friend, {he went out immediately upon a 
vifit to a perfon in the exa&ly oppofite 
direction, and defired her friend to pro- 
ceed upon the errand to me, five minutes 
after (he left the houie. By this pru- 
dence fhe completely extricated me from 
the prcfent danger. 

Meantime 
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Meantime the intelligence that was 
brought me by no means afcertained the 
greatnefs of the danger. For an)' thing 
I could difcover in it, the circumftance 
might be perfectly innocent, and the fear 
lolcly proceed from the over caution and 
kindnefs of this benevolent and excellent 
woman. Yet fuch was the mifery of my 
Situation, that 1 had no choice. For this 
menace or no menace, I was obliged tot 
defert my habitation at a minute's warn' 
kig, taking with me nothing but what 1 
could carry in my hand j to fee my ge-< 
lierous benefactrefs no more 1 to quit my 
little arrangements and prorifion ; and 
to feek once again in fome forlorn retreat 
new projects and, if of that I could have 
any rational hope, a new friend : I de- 
fcended into the ftrcet with a heavy, not 
an irrefolute heart. It was broad day; 
I faid, Perfons are at this moment' Top* 
pofed to be roaming the ftreet in fearch 
of me : I muft not truft to the chance of 
thejr 
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their purfuing one direction, and I ano- 
ther. I traverfed half a dozen ftreets, and 
then dropped into an obfeure houfe of 
entertainment for perlbns of fmall ex- 
pence. In this houfe I took fome re- 
frefliment, pafled feveral hours of a£tive, 
but melancholy thinking, and at laft pro- 
cured a bed. As foon however as it was 
dark, I went out (for this was indllpcnfi- 
blc) to purchafe the materials of a new 
difguife. Having adjufted' it as well as 
I could during the night, I left this afy- 
lum with the fame precautions that I had 
employed informer inftance*. 
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1 PROCURED a new lodging. I be- 
came more cautious, and went out ft!- 
domer than ever. By Tome bias of the 
mind it may be, gratifying hfelf with 
Images of peril, 1 inclined upon the whole 
to believe that Mrs. Marney*s alarm haf 
not been without foundation. I was 
however unable to conjecture through 
what means danger had approached roe; 
and had therefore only the unfatisfaftorjr 
remedy of redoubling my watch upon all 
my actions. Still I had the joint consi- 
derations preffing upon me of ftcuricr 
and fubfiftence. I had fome fmall re- 
mains of the produce of my .former i* 
duftry i but this was but fmall, for my 
employer was in arrcar with me, and I 
4* 
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did not choofe in any method to apply to 
him for payment. The anxieties of my 
mind in fpite of all my ftruggles preyed 
upon my health. I did not confider my- 
felf as in faftty for an inftanc. My ap- 
pearance was wafted to a fhadow ; and I 
{tailed at every found that was unex- 
pected. Sometimes I was half tempted 
to refign myfelf into the -hands of the 
law, and brave its worftj but fefentment 
and indignation at thofc times fpeedily 
flowed back upon my mind, and re-ani- 
' mated my perfeverance. 

I knew no better refource with refpeft 
to fubfiftence, than that I had employed 
in'the former inftance, of feeking fome 
third perfon to ft un i between me and the 
difpofal of my induftry. I might find 
an individual ready to undertake this of- 
fice in my behalf but where mould I find 
the benevolent foul of Mrs. Marney? 
The perfon I fixed upon was a Mr. Spur- 
rcl, a man who took, in work from the 
watch- 
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watch-makers, and ' had an apartment 
upon our fecond floor.. I examined him 
two or three times with irrefolu.te glances, 
as we palled upon the . ftiirs, before I 
would venture to accoft him. Heob- 
ferved this, and at length kindly invited 
me into his apartment. 

Being feated, he condoled with me 
upon my feeming bad health, and the fo- 
litary mode of my living, and wiflied to 
know whether he could be of' any fervice 
to tne. From the firft moment he faw 
me, he had conceived an affection for me. 
In my prefent difguife I appeared twilled 
■and deformed, and in other refpe&s by 
no means an object of attraction. But it 
Teemed, -Mr. Spurrel had loft an only fen 
about fix months before, and I was the 
very picture of him. If I had put off 
'my counterfeited uglinefs, I mould pro- 
bably have' 1 loft all hold upon his affec- 
■ tions. He was now an old man, as he 
obferved, juft dropping into the grave, 
and 



ClK^Ic 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 169 

and this fon had been his only confola- 
tipn. The poor lad was always ailing, 
but he had been a nurfe to him ; and the 
more, care he required while he was alive, 
the more he milled him now he was dead. 
Now he had not a friend, nor any body 
that cared for him in the whole world. 
If I pleafed, T mould be in (lead of that 
fon to him, and he would treat me in 
. all refpe&s with the fame attention and 
care. 

1 exprefled my fenle of thefe benevo ■ 
lent offers -, but told him that I mould 
be forry to be in any way burthenfbme 
to him. My ideas at prefent led me to a 
private and folkary life, and my chief 
difficulty was to reconcile this with fome 
mode of earning necefiary fubfiftence.-If 
he would condefcend to lend me his affift- 
ance in fmoothing this difficulty, it would 
be the greattft benefit he could confer 
on me. I told him that my mind had 
always had a mechanical and induftrious 
Vol. 111. I turn, 
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turn, and that I did not doubt of Toon 
- mattering any craft to which I ferioufly 
applied myfelf. I had not been brought 
up to any trade ; bur, if he would fa- 
vour me with his inftructions, I would 
work with him as long as lie pleafed for 
a bare fubfiftence. I knew that I was 
aflcing of him an extraordinary kindnefs, 
but I was urged on the one hand by ex- 
treme and unmitigable neceffity, and en- 
couraged on the other by the perfuafivc- 
nefs of his friendly pjofeffions. 

The old man dropped fome tears over 
my apparent diftrefs, and readily coii- 
fented to every thing I propofed. Our 
agreement was foon made, and I entered 
upon my fijrt&ions accordingly. My 
new friend was a man of a fingular turn of 
mind. Love of money and a charitable 
officioufnefs of demeanour were his lead- 
ing charaiteriftics. He lived in the moft 
penurious manner, and denied himfelf 
almoft every indulgence. I entitled my- 
felf 
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ielf almoft immediately, as he frankly ac- 
knowledged, to fome remuneration for my 
labours, and accordingly he infifted upon 
my. .being paid. He did not however, as 
fome perfons would have done under the . 
circumftances I have defcribed, pay me 
the whole amount of my earnings, but 
profefied to fubtract from them twenty 
per cent, as an equitable confideration 
for inftruftion and commiflion-money in 
procuring me a channel for my induftry. 
Yet he frequently med tears over me, was 
uneafy in every moment of our indif- 
penfible reparation, and exhibited per- 
petual tokens of attachment and fond- 
nefs. 

I had not been long in this new fitua- 
tion, before an incident occurred which 
filled me with greater alarm and appre- 
henfion than ever. I was walking out 
one evening for an hour's excrcife and air, 
an indulgence in which I now fcarcely 
ever allowed myfelf, when my ear was 
1 2 ftrack 
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ftruck with two or three cafual founds 
■from the mouth of a hawker who was 
bawling his wares. I flood ftill to in- 
form fflyfelf more exactly, when to my 
utter aftonifhment and confufion I heard 
him deliver himfelf nearly in thefe words. 
•* Here you have the Moft Wonderful 
and Surprifing Hiftory, and Miraculous 
Adventures of Caleb Williams ! you are 
informed how he tirft robbed, and then 
brought falfe accufations againft his mat 
teri as alio of his attempting divers 
times to break out of prifon, till at laft 
he effected his efcape in the moft won - 
' derful and uncredible manner ; as alio of 
his travelling the kingdom in various 
difguifes, and the robberies he com- 
mitted with, a moft defperate and daring 
gang of thieves; and of his coining up 
to London, where it is fuppofed he now 
lies concealed ; with a true and faithful 
copy of the hue and cry printed and 
publilhed by one of his majefty's moft 
principal 
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principal fecretaries of ftate, offering a 
reward of one hundred guineas for ap- 
prehending Iiim. 'All for the price of 
one halfpenny." 

Petrified as I was at thefe amazing and 
dreadful founds, I had the temerity to go 
up to the man and purchafe one of his 
papers, defperately refolved to know the 
exact ftate of the fact, and what I had 
to depend upon, I carried it with me a 
little way, till, no longer able to endure 
my impatience, I contrived to make out 
the chief part .of its contents by the help 
of a lamp, at the upper end of a narrow 
paffage. I found it contain- a greater 
number of circumftances than could have 
been expected in this fpecies of publi- 
cation. I was equalled to the moil no- 
torious houfe-breaker in the art of pe- 
netrating through walls and doors, and 
to the mod accomplilhed fwindler in 
plaufiblenefs, duplicity and difguife. The 
hand-bill which Wilfon had firft brought 
I 3 to 
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to us upon theforeft, was pointed at length. 
All my difguifes, previoufly to the laft: a- 
larm that had been given me by the provi-, 
denceofMrs.Marney,werefaithfully enu- 
merated; and the public was warned to be 
upon their watch againft a perfon of an un- 
couth and extraordinary appearance, and 
who lived in a reclufe and folitary man- 
ner. I alfo learned from this paper that 
my former lodgings had been fearched 
en the very evening of my cfcape, and 
that Mrs. Marrjey had been fent t;o New- 
gate upon a charge of mifprifion of fe-. 
lony. — This laft circumftance affected 
me deeply. It was a moll cruel and in- 
tolerable idea, if I were not only myfelf 
to be an object of unrelenting perfecu- 
tion, but my very touch were to be in- 
fectious, and every one that fuccoured 
me to be involved in the common ruin. 
I could almoft have contented to undergo 
the utmoft malice of my enemies, could 
I by that means have faved this excellent 
woman 



.Google 



CALEB WILLIAMS, I75 

woman from an hour's diftrefs. — I after- 
wards learned that Mrs. Marney was de- 
livered from confinement by the inter- 
pofltion of her noble relation. 

This paper was the contamination of 
my misfortune. Nothing could happen 
beyond it but the actual apprehenfion, 
with which I was menaced. Difguife 
was no longer of ufe to me. A nume- 
rous clifs of individuals, through every 
department, almoft every houfe of the 
metropolis, would be induced to look, 
with a fufpicious eye upon every' ftran- 
get, efpecially every folitary Granger, that 
fell under their obfervation. The prize 
of one hundred guineas was held out to> 
excite their cupidity, and ftiarpen their 
penetration. It was no Iqngcr Bow- 
Street, it was a million of men, in arms, 
againft me. Neither had. I the refuge, 
which few men have been fo mifcrable as 
to want, of one fingle individual with 
whom to repofe my alarms, ,and who 
1 4 might 
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might fhelter me from the gaze of indis- 
criminate curiofity. I inftantly faw that 
London was no place for my abode, at 
the fame time that I apprehended in- 
creafe of peril in any attempt to withdraw 
from it. I refolved however that I would 
no longer, fubmit to this ftate of terrific 
alarm. I refolved that I would not re- 
main quielcent, till mifchief ihould over- 
take and devour me. I could fcarcely 
reduce things to a more miferable pafs, 
" To be worfe than this, were not to be 
at all." 

Filled with reflections of this nature, 
I carefully and deliberately deftroyed the 
paper I had been reading, by tearing it 
in a thoufand pieces. I did not return 
home, but went inftantly to the water- 
fide. I found that the cheapeft paffage 
I could procure was in a veflel, moored 
near the Tower, and which was to fail in 
a few days for Middleburg in Holland. 
I would have gone inftantly on board 
and 
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and endeavoured to prevail with the cap- 
tain to let me remain there till he failed ; 
but th^t unfortunately I had not money 
enough in my pocket to defray my paf- 
fage. It was worfe than this. I had 
not money enough in the world. I how- 
ever paid the captain half his demand, 
and promifed to return with the reft.'" I 
knew not in what manner it was to be 
procured, but I believed that I would 
not fail to procure it. I had fome idea 
of borrowing it of Mr. Spurrel. Surely 
he would not refufe me ? He appeared 
to love me with parental affection, and 
I thought I might trull myfelf for a 
moment in his hands. 

I approached my own home with a 
heavy and foreboding heart. Mr. Spur- 
rel was not at home; and I was obliged 
to wait for his return. I had work of 
his in my trunk, which had been deli- 
vered out to me that very morning, to 
five times the amount I wanted. - 1 even 
1 5 canvaffol 
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canvafTed for a moment whether I mould 
make ufe of this property as if it were 
my own ; but I rejected the idea with 
difdain, X had never in the iinalleft de- 
gree merited the reproaches that were 
caft upon me ; and I was determined I 
never would merit them. It was extra- 
ordinary that Mr. Spurrel fhould be 
abroad at this hour j I had never knbwa 
it happen before. His bed-time was be- 
tween nine and ten. Ten o'clock came, 
eleven o'clock, but not Mr. Spurrel. At 
midnight I heard his knock at the door. 
Every foul in the houle was* in bed. 
Mr. Spurrel, on account of his regular 
hours, was unprovided with a key to 
open for himfclf. - A gleam of gaiety 
and the focial fpirit came over my heart. 
I flew nimbly down the flairs, and opened 
the door to him myfelf. 

I could perceive by the little taper in 
rny hand fomething extraordinary writ- 
ten in his countenance. I had not timer 



Cookie 



CALEB WILLIAMS. ' fjg 

to fpeak, before I faw two other men fol- 
low him. At the Hrft glance I was fuf- 
ficiently allured what fort of perfons they 
were. At the fecond I perceived that 
one of them was no other than Jones 
himfelf. I had underftood formerly that 
he' had been of this prdfeflion, and I 
was not much furprifed to find him in 
it again. Though I had for fome hours 
made up my mind as it were, to the un- 
avoidable neceffity of my once more fall- 
ing into the hands of the officers of law, 
yet I could not fee them enter without 
feeling my very heart ache in my bofom. 
I was befide not a little furprifed at the 
time and manner of their entrance, and 
defirous to learn whether Mr. Spurrel 
could be bafe enough to have been their; 
introducer. 

I was not long held in perplexity. He 

no fooner faw his two followers properly; 

within the door, than he exclaimed with; 

convulfive eagernefs, There, there, thatj 

16 
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is your man! thank God! thank God I 
. Jones looked cagerjy in my face, with a 
countenance expreflive alternately of hope 
and doubt, and anfwered, By God, and 
I do not know whether it be or no ! I 
am afraid we are in the wrong bos ! then 
recollecting himfelf, We will go into the 
houfe, and examine farther however. 
We all went up ftairs into Mr. Spurrel's 
room i I fet down the candle upon the 
table. I had hitherto been filent ; but 
now, with a calm and deliberate man- 
ner, in my feigned voice, one of the 
charafleriftics of which was lifping, I 
alked, And pray, gentlemen, what may 
be your pleafure with me ? Why, faid 
Jones, our errand is with one Caleb Wil- 
liams, and a precious rafcal he is I I 
ought to know the chap well enough ; 
but they fay he has as many faces as 
there are days in the year. So you pleafe 
to pull off your face; or if you cannot 
ilo that, at Itaft you can put off your 

clothes,, • 
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clothes, and let us fee what your hump 
is made of. 

I reman ftrated, but in vain. I flood 
detected in part ■ of my artifice ; and 
Jones, though ftill uncertain, was every 
moment more and more confirmed in his 
fufpicions. Mr. Spurrel perfectly glo- 
red, with eyes chat ieemed ready to de- 
vour' every thing that paffed. As my 
impofture gradually appeared more pal-' 
pablc, he repeated his exclamation, 
Thank God ! thank God ! At laft, tired 
with this fcene of mummery, and dif- 
gufted beyond meafure with the bafe 
and hypocritical figure I feemed to exhi- 
bit, I exclaimed, Well, I am Caleb Wil- 
liams ; conduct me wherever you pteafe! 
And now, Mr. Spurrel — — ! He gave a • 
violent ftart. The inftant I declared my- 
. fclf his tranfport had been at the high- 
eft, and was, to any power he was able 
to exert, absolutely uncontrolable. ' But 
the unexpected nels of my addrefs, and 
the 



,Goo^le 



l8l ADVENTURES OF. 

the tone in which I fpoke, ele&rified 

him.- Is it poffible, continued I, that 

you fhould have been the wretch to 
betray pie ? What had I done to defervc 
this treatment ?' Is this the kindnefs you 
pfofefled f the affection that was perpe- 
tually in your mouth ? to be the death 
of me f ' 

My poor boy I my dear creature ! cried 
Spurre], whimpering, and in a tone of 
the humbkll expostulation, indeed I 
could not help it ! I would have helped 
it, if I could ! I hope they will not hurt 
my darling ! I am fare, I lhall die if 
they do \ 

Miserable driveller! interrupted 1, 
with a ftern voice, do you betray me into 
the gore-dripping fangs of the law, and 
then talk of my not being hurt ? , I know 
my fentence, and am prepared to meet. 
it ! You have fixed the halter upon my 
neck, and at the fame price would have 
done fo to your only fan ! Go, count 
5 your 
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your accurfed guineas 1 My life would 
have been fafer in the hands of one I had 
never feen, than in yours, whole mouth 
and whofe eyes for ever ran over with, 
crocodile affection ! 
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CHAP. XI. 



OAYING this, I left him with ineffable 
contempt, unable to utter a word. Jones 
and his companion attended me. Ic is 
unneceffary to repeat all the infolence of 
this man. He alternate^ triumphed in 
the completion of his revenge, and re- 
gretted the lofs of the reward to the 
fhrivelled old curmudgeon we had juft 
quitted, whom however he fwore he 
would cheat of it, if he could. He 
equally regretted the imperfect way in 
which his fkill had been cut off; boaft- 
fully recounting how he had ferreted me 
thus far t and bitterly lamenting that the 
whole had not been left to him, which 
in a day or two he would infallibly have 
accompli (bed. 

I paid 
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I paid but little attention to (lis ftory. 
It ftruck upon my fenfe, and I was able 
to recollect it at my neareft leifure, 
ihough I thought not of it at the time. 
For the prefent I was bufily employed 
reflecting on my ntw fituation, and the 
conduct to be obferved in it. My pro- 
jects were particularly gloomy and dis- 
couraging. How much labour had I 
exerted, firft to extricate myfclf from pri- 
fon, and next to evade the diligence of 
my purfuers ■, and the refult of all, after 
months of anxiety and diligence, was; 
to be brought back to the point from 
which 1 began 1 I had gained fame in- 
deed, the mifcrable fame to have my 
ftory bawled forth by hawkers and bal-' 
lad mongers, to have my praifes as an 
active and furprifing villain celebrated 
among footmen and chambermaids -, but 
I was neither an Eroftratus nor an Alex- 
ander, to die contented with that fpecie* 
of eulogium. .With refpect to all thac 
was 
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was folid and defirable, what chance 
could I aicribe to new exertions of a 
fimilar nature-, which, if undertaken at 
all, muft be undertaken with infinitely 
more unfavourable aufpices ? 

They were confiderations like thefe 
that dictated my refolution. My mind, 
had been gradually weaning from Mr. 
Falkland, till its feelings rofe to fome* 
thing like abhorrence. I had long che- 
rilhed a reverence for him, which not 
even animofity and persecution on bi* 
part could readily deftroy. But I w* 
afcribed a character fo inhumanly fangui- 
nary to his mind % I law fometbiog To 
fiend-like in the thus hunting roe. round 
the world, and determining to be fatisfied 
with nothing left than my blood, while 
at the lame time he knew my innocence, 
my innoxiouihefs, nay 1 might add my vir- 
tues ; that henceforth I trampled rever- 
ence and the recollection of former ci- 
ttern under my feet, I bft all regard 
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to his intellectual greatnefs, and all pity 
for the torture and agonies of his foul. 
I alfo would abjure forbearance. I would 
(how myielf bitter and inflexible as he 
had done. Was it wife in htm to com- 
pel me into extremity and madnels ? Had 
he no fears for his own fecret and atro- 
cious offences ? 

I went before the magistrates to whole 
office Jones and his comrade conducted, 
me, fully determined to publifh thofo 
aftonifhing fecrets, of which I had 
hitherto been the faithful depository; 
and once for all to turn the tables upon 
my accufer. It was time that the real 
criminal lhould be the fufrerer, and not 
that innocence lhould for ever labour 
under the oppreflion of guilt. I had 
been obliged to fpend the remainder of 
the night upon which I had been appre- 
hended in prifon. During the interval 
1 had thrown offevery veftigeof difguife, 
and appeared the ne\t morning in my 
own. 
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own perfon. I was of courfe cafily iden- 
tified ; and, this being the whole with 
which the magiltrates before whom I now 
ftood thought themfelves concerned, they 
were proceeding to make out an order - 
for my being conducted back to my own 
county. I fufpended the difpatch ofthis 
meafure by obferving that I had fome- 
thing to difclofe. This- is an overture 
to which men appointed for the admi- 
nistration of criminal jufticc never fail to 
attend. 

I faid that I had always protefted my 
innocence, and mull now repeat the 
proteft. 

In that cafe, retorted the ftnior ma* 
giftrate abruptly, what can you have to 
difclofe ? If you are innocent, that is no 
bufmefs-of ours ! We aft officially. 

I always declared, continued J, that I 

was the perpetrator of ne guilt, but that 

the guilt wholly belonged to my accufer. 

He privately conveyed thefe effects among 

my 
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my property, and then charged me, with 
the robbery. I now declare more than 
that, that this man is a MURDERER, 
that I detected his criminality, and thatfof . 
that reafon he is determined to deprive 
me of life. I prefume, gentlemen, that 
you do confider it as your bufinefs to 
take this declaration. I am perfuaded 
you will be by no means difpofed actively 
or paflivdy to contribute to the .atrocious 
injuftice under which I fuffer, to the im- 
prifonmCnt and condemnation of an in- 
nocent man in order that a murderer may 
go free. I fuppreffed this ftory as long 
as I could. 1 was extremely averfe to 
be^ the author of the unhappinefs or the 
death of -a human being. But all pa- 
tience and fubmiffion have their limits. 

Give me leave, fir, rejoined the ma- 
gift rate with an air of affected modera- 
tion, to aik you two queftions. Were 
you any way aiding, abetting or contri- 
buting to this murder ? 

No. 
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No. 

And pray, fir, who is this Mr. Falk- 
land, and what may have been the nature 
. of your connection with him ? 

Mr. Falkland is a gentleman of fii 
thoufand per annum. I lived with him 
as his fecretary. 

In other words you were his fervant f 

As you pleafc. 

Very well, fir, that is quite enough for 
me. Firft I have to tell you as a ma- 
giftrate, that- 1 can have nothing to do 
with your declaration. If you had been 
concerned in. the murder you talk of, 
that would alter the cafe. But it is out 
of all reafonable rule for a magiftxate to 
take an information from a felon, except 
againft his accomplices. Next I think 
it right to obferve to you in my own 
proper perfon, that you appear to rw; to 
be the .molt impudent rafcal I ever faw. 
Why, are you fuch an afs as to fuppoie, 
thatthe fortofftory you have been telling, 
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can be of any fervice to you, cither here, 
or at the affizes, or any whereelfe ? A 
fine time of it indeed it would be, if, 
when gentlemen of fix thoufand a year 
take up their fervants for robbing them, 
thofe fervants could trump up fuch ac- 
cufations as thefe, and could get any ma- 
gistrate or court of juftice to liften to 
them! Whether or no the felony with 
which you'ftand charged would have 
brought you to the gallows, I will not 
pretend to fay. But 1 am fure this ftory 
will. There would be a fpcedy, end to 
all order and good government, if fel- 
lows that trample upon ranks and diftinc- 
tions in this atrocious fort, were upon any 
<:onfideration fuffered to get off. 

And do you refufe, fir, to attend to 

the particulars of the charge I allege ? 

% Yes, fir, I do. — But, if I did not, pray 

what witnefles have you of the murder? 

This queftion ftaggered me. 

None— But I believe I can make out 

a cir- 
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a circumftantial proof of a nature to 
force attention from the moft indifferent 
hearer. 

I thoughtfo.— Officers, take him from 
the bar ! 

Such was the fuccefs of this ultimate 
refort on mjr part, upon which I had 
built with fuch undoubting confidence. 
Till now I had conceived that the un- 
favourable filiation in which I was placed 
was prolonged by my own forbearance ; 
and I was determined to endure all that 
. human nature could fupport, rather than 
have recourle to this extreme recrimina- 
tion. That idea fecretly conibled me 
under all ray calamities: a voluntary 
facrifice is chearfully made. I regarded 
. myftlf as allied to the army of martyrs 
and confefibrs ; I applauded my own 
fortitude and felf denial; and I plcaied 
myfclf with the idea, that I had the power, 
though I hoped never to employ it, by an 
unrelenting difplay of all my refources to 
put 
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" put an end at once to my fufferings and 
persecutions. 

And this at laftwas the juftice of man- 
kind. A man under certain circum- 
ftances fiiall not be heard in the detection 
of a crime, becaufe he has not been a 
participator of it ! The ftory of a flagi- 
tious murder (hall be liftened to with in- 
difference,' while an innocent man is 
hunted like a wild beaft to the fartheft 
corners of the earth ! Six thoufand a year 
fliall protect a man from accufation ; and 
the validity of an impeachment fliall be 
fuperftded, becaufe the author of it is a 
fervant ! 

1 was conducted back to the very 
prifon from which a few months before I 
had made my efcape. My profpects 
were more gloomy, and my fituauon ap- 
parently more irremediable than ever. I 
was expofed again, if that wene of any 
account, to the infolence and tyranny 
that are uniformly exercifed within thole 
.Vol. III. K walls. 
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walls. Why (hould I repeat the loath- 
fome tale of all that was endured by me, 
And is endured by every man who is un- 
happy enough to fall under the govern- 
ment of thefe confecrated minifters of na- 
tional jurifprudencer The fufferings 1 
liad already experienced, my anxieties, my 
flight* the perpetual expectation of being 
■ difeovered, worfe than the difcovery k- 
felf, would perhaps have been enough to 
fatisfy the molt infenfible individual in 
the court of his own confcience, if I had 
even been the felon I was pretended to 
be. But the law has neither eyes, nor 
ears, nor bowels of humanity, and it 
turns into marble the hearts of all thole 
that are nurfed in its principles. 

Yet I was not call down. I refolved 
that, while I had life, I would never de- 
fpair. Opprefled, annihilated I might 
be j but, if I died, I would die refilling. 
What ufe f what advantage, what plcti 
jiirablc fentiment could arife from a tame 
4 - for- 
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furrender ? There is no man that is ig- 
norant, that to humble yourfelf at the 
feet of the taw is a bootlefs talk ; in her 
courts there is no room for amendment 
and reformation. 

My fortitude may to fome perfons 
- appear above the ftandard of human na- 
ture. But, if I draw back the veil from 
my heart, they will readily confefs their 
miftake. My heart bled at every pore. 
My refolution was not the calm fentiment 
of philofophy and reafon. Ic was a 
gloomy and defperate purpofe; the crea- 
ture, not of hope, but of a mind aufterely 
held to its defign, that thought itfelf 
fatisfied with the naked effort, and pre- 
pared to give fuceefs or mifcarriage to the 
winds. It was to this miserable condi- 
tion, which might awaken fympathy in 
the moft hardened bofom,thatMr. Falk- 
land had reduced me, 
■ «> I anticipated the event of my trial. I 
was determined once more to efcape from 
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my prifon, nor did I doubt of my ability 
to rfi&iSl at leaft this fir ft ftep towards my 
future p refer vation. The aflizes however 

were near, and there were certain confidera-. 
tions, unneceflar'y to be detailed, that per- 
fuaded me there might be benefit in wait- 
ing till my trial fhould actually be ter- 
minated, before I made my attempt. It 
flood upon the lift: as one of the latefl to 
be brought forward. I was therefore ex- 
tremely furprifed to find it called out of 
its order early on the morning of the fc- 

. cond day. But, if this were unexpected, 
how much greater was my aftoriifliment, 
when my profecutor was called, to find 
neither Mr. Falkland, nor Mr. Forefter, 
nor a fingle individual of any defcription 
appear againft me ! The recognizances 
into which my profecutors had entered 
were ordered to" be forfeited, and I was 
difmified without further impediment 
from the bar. 
The effect which this incredible reverie 
produced 
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produced upon- my mind was as if X had 
fallen from the elevation of the moft dif*. 
tant planet in the fyftem upon our earth 
in a moment. I, who had come to that 
bar with the fentence of death already in 
idea ringing in my ears, to be told that I 
was free to tranfport myfelf whitherfoever • 
I pleafed! Was it for this that I had 
broken through fo many locks, and bolts, 
and the adamantine walls of my prifon; 
that I had palled fo many anxious days, 
and fleeple'fs.fpedre-haunted nights; that 
I had racked my invention for expedi, 
ents of evafion and concealment ;' that 
my mind had been roufed to an energy 
of which I could fcarcely have believed 
it capablei that my exigence had been 
enthralled to an ever-living torment fuch 
as I could hardly have fuppofed it in man 
to endure ? Great God ! what is man f 
Is he thus blind to the future, thus to- 
tally unfufpecung of what is to occur in 
the next moment of his exiftence? I 
K 3 have 
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have fomewhere read that heaven in 
mercy hides from us the future incident* 
of our life. My own experience does not 
well accord with this aflertion. la this 
inftance at leaft I fhould have been faved 
from infupportable labour and undefcrib- 
able anguifh, could I have forefeen the 
cataftrophe of this molt interefting tranf- 
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CHAP. XII. 



m. T was not long before I took my ever- . 
lairing leave of this detefted and roifer- 
able fcene. My heart was for the prefcnt 
too full of aftomfhment and exultation in 
this unexpected deliverance, to- admit of 
anxiety about the future. I withdrew 
from the town. I rambled with a flow 
and thoughtful pace, now burfting with 
exclamation, and now buried in profound 
and undefinable reverie. Accident led 
me towards the very heath which had firft 
flieleered me, when upon a former occa- 
lipn I broke out of my prifon. I wan- 
dered among its cavities and its vallies. 
It was a forlorn and defolate folitude. I 
continued here I know not how long. 
Night at length overtook me unper- 
K 4 ceived, 
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ceived, and I prepared to return for the 
prefent to the town I had quitted. 

It was now perfectly dark, when two 
men whom I had* not previously obferved 
fprung upon me from behind. They 
feized me by the arms, and threw me- 
upon the ground. I had no time for 
refiftance or recollection. I could how- 
ever perceive that one of them was the 
diabolical Jones. They blindfolded, 
gagged me, and hurried me I knew not 
whither. As we patted along in filence, 
I endeavoured to conjecture what .could 
be the meaning of this extraordinary vio- 
lence. I was ftrongly imprefled with 
the idea that, after the event of this 
morning, the moil fevere and painful part 
of my hiftory was part ; nor could I per- 
fuade myfelf to flirink with alarm at this 
unexpected attack. It might however 
be fome new project foggefted by the 
brutal temper and unrelenting animofity 
of" Jones. 

I pre- 
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I prffently found that we were re- 
turned into the town I bad juft quitted. 
They led me into a houie, and, as foon 
as they had taken poffeffion of a room, 
freed me from the reftraints they had be- 
fore impofed. Here Jones informed me 
with a malicious grin, that no harm was 
intended me, and therefore I mould fhow 
moil fenfe in keeping myfclf quiet. I 
perceived that we were in an inn ; I 
overheard company in a room at no 
great diftance from us, and therefore was 
myfelf as thoroughly aware as he could 
be, that there was at prelent little reafon 
to ftand in fear of any fpecies of violence, 
and that it would be time enough to re r 
fiit, when they attempted to conduct me 
from the inn in the fame manner that 
they had brought me into it. I was not 
without fome curiofity to fee the conclu- 
fion that was to follow upon fo extraor- 
dinary a commencement. 

The preliminaries . I have defcribed; 
.K s were 
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were fcarcely . completed," before Mr. 
Falkland entered the room. , I remember 
Collins, when, he firft communicated to 
me the particulars of our patron's hit- 
tory, obferved chat he was totally unlike 
the man he had once been. I had no 
means of afecrtaining the truth of that 
obfervation. But it was ftrikingly ap- 
plicable to the fpeftacle which now pre- 
sented itftlf to my eyes, though, when- 1 
lad beheld this unhappy man, he had 
been a victim to the fame paffions, a prey 
to the fame undying remorfe as now. 
Mifery was at that time inferibed in legi- 
ble characters upon his countenance. But 
now he appeared like nothing that had 
ever been vifible in- human (hape. His 
. rifage was haggard, emaciated and flelh- 
lefs. His complexion was a dun and 
tarnilhed red, the colour uniform through 
every «gion of the face, and fuggefted 
the idea of its being burnt and parched 
by the eternal fire that burned wkhin 
him. 
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Km- His cyea were red, quick, wander- m 
ing, full of fufpicion and rage. His 
hair was neglected, ragged and floating,. 
His whole figure was. thin to a degree 
that'fuggefted the idea rather of a fltele- 
ton than a perfon actually alive. Life 
feemed hardly to be the capable inhabi- 
tant of fo woe-begone and ghoft-like a-. 
figure. The taper of wholefome life was 
expired ; but paffion and fiercenefs and 
frenzy were able for the prefent to fupply 
its place.. 

X waa to the utmoft degree aftoniihed 
and fhocked at the fight of him.— He 
fternly commanded my conductors to.' 
leave the room. 

Well, fir, I have this day fuccefsfully 
exerted myfelf to fave your life from the 
gallows. A fortnight ago you did what 
you were able to. bring my life to< that 
ignominious clofe. 

Were you fo ftupid and undiftinguilhV 

Ing as not to know that the prefervation, 

K& oft 
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of your life was the uniform o'bjecY of 
my exertions ? Did -not I. maintain you 
id prifon ? Did not I endeavour to pre- 
vent your being fent thither f Could you 
miftake the bigoted and obftinate conduct 
of Forefter in offering a hundred guineas 
for your apprehenfion, for mine f 

I had my eye upon you in all your 
wanderings. You have taken no mate- 
rial ftep through their whole courfe with 
which I have not been acquainted. I 
meditated to do you good. 1 have fpilled 
no blood but that of Tyrrel : that was 
in the moment of pafllon, and it has been 
the fubjecT: of my uninterrupted and 
hourly remorfe, I have connived at no 
man's fate but that of the Hawkinses: 
they could no otherwife have been faveoV 
than by my acknowledging myfelf a 
murderer. The reft of my life has all 
been fpent in a£ls of benevolence. 

I meditated to do you good.- For 

that reafon I was willing to prove you. 

* You 
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You pretended to a& towards me with 
confideration and forbearance. If you 
had perfifted in that to the end, I would 
yet have found a way to reward you. I 
left you to your own difcretion. You 
might fliow the impotent malignity of* 
your own hearty but in the circumftances 
in Which you were then placed I knew 
you could not hurt me. Your forbear- 
ance has proved, as I all along fufpeeled, 
empty and treacherous. You have at- 
tempted to blaft my reputation. You 
have fought to difclofe the felect and 
eternal fecret of my foul. Becaufe you 
have done that, I will never forgive you* 
I will remember it to my lateft breath. 
The memory mail furvive me, when my 
exiftence is no more. Do you think 
you are out of the reach of my power, 
becaufe a court of juftice has acquitted 
you ? 

While Mr. Falkland Was fpeaking, a 
fuddcn diftemper came over his counte- 
nance, 
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nance, his whole frame was fhaken by- arc 
inftantaneous convulfion^ and he (tag? 
gered to a chair. In about-thrce minutes. 
he recovered. 

Yes, faid hc r I am ft ill alive. ' I ihalL 
live for days and months and years, the 
power that made me, of whatever kind. 
ic be, can only determine how long.. I 
live the guardian of my reputation.. 
That,, and to endure a mifery fitch as man. 
never endured, are the only ends to which 
I live. But, when I am no more, my, 
fame fhall ftill furvive. My character 
fljall be revered as fpotlefs and unim- 
peachable by all pofteritv, as. long as the 
name of Falkland fhall be repeated in 
the moll diftant region of the many-peo- 
pled globe. 

Having faid this, he returned to the 
difepurfe which more immediately related 
to my future condition and happinefs. 
; There is one condition, faid he, upon 
which you may obtain fome mitigation 
of 
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of your future calamity. It is for than 
purpofe that I have tent for you, Liften, 
to my propofal with deliberation and fo- 
briety \< Remember, that the infanity is 
not lefs to trifle with the reJblved. deter- 
mination of my foul,, than it would be 
to pull a mountain upon your head that 
'hung trembling upon the edge of the 
mighty Appenine 1 

1 infift then upon your figning a paper 
declaring in the mod folemn manner that 
i am innocent of murder, and that the 
charge you alleged at the office in Bow- 
Street ts falfe, malicious and groundless. 
Perhaps you may fcruple out of a regard 
to truth. Is truth then entitled to ado- 
ration for its own fake, and not for the 
fake of the happinefs it is calculated to 
produce ? Will a reafonable man Sacri- 
fice to barren truth, when benevolence, 
humanity and every con fide rat ion that is 
dear to the human heart require that it 
fliould be fuperfeded? It. is probable 
that 
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that I may never make ufe of this paper, 
but I require it as the only practicable 
reparation to the honour you have af- 
failcd. This is what I had to propofc. 
I expect your anfwer. 

Sir, anfwered I, I have heard you to 
tn end, and I fond in need of no delibe- 
ration to enable me to anfwer you in the 
negative. You took me up a raw and 
inexperienced boy, capable of being 
moulded to any form you plcafcd. But 
you have communicated to me volumes 
of experience in a very fhorc period. I 
am no longer irrefolute and pliable. 
What is the power you retain over my 
fate I am unable to difcover. You may 
deftroy me ; but you cannot make me 
tremble. I am not concerned to enquire 
whether what I have fuffered flowed from 
you by defign or otherwtfe, whether you 
were the author of my miferies or only 
connived at them. This I know, that I 
have fuffered too cxquificcly on your ac- 
count, 
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coont, for me to feel the leaft remaining 
claim on your part to my making any 
voluntary facrifice. 

' You fay that benevolence and huma- 
nity require this facrifice of me. No. 
Ii would only be a facrifice to your mad 
and mifguided love ef fame, to that paf- 
fion which has been the fource of all your 
miferies, of the moil tragical calamities 
to others, and of every misfortune that 
has happened to me. 1 have no forbear- 
ance to efcercife towards that paffion. If 
you be' not yet cured of this tremendous 
and fanguinary folly, at leaft I will do 
nothing to cherifh it. I know not whe- 
ther from my youth I was deftined for 
a hero ; but I may thank you for hav- 
ing taught me a lefTon of infurmounta- 
ble fortitude. 

What is it that you require of me? That 

I mould fign away my own reputation 

for the'better maintaining of yours. Where 

is the equality of that ? What is it that 

cafts 
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calls me at fuch an immenfe diftance be- 
low you, as to make every thing that re- 
lates to me wholly unworthy of confide- 
ration ? You have been educated in the 
prejudice of birth. I abhor that preju- 
dice. You have made me defperate, 
and I utter what that defperation fug- 
gefts. 

You will tell me perhaps that I have 
no reputation to lofe, that, while you are 
eftcemed faultlefs and unblcmilhed, I am 
univerfaUy reputed* a thief, a , ftiborner 
and a calumniator. Be it fo. I will 
never do any thing to countenance thofe 
imputations. The more I am deftitute 
of the efteem of mankind, the more care- 
ful I will be to preferve roy own. I will 
never from fear or any other miftakea 
motive do any thing of which I ought ta 
be afhamed. 

You are determined to be for ever my 

enemy. I have in no degree deferved 

this eternal abhorrence. I have always, 

efteemeoi 
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efteemed and pitied you.. For a confi- 
■ derable time I rather chofe to expofe my- 
felf to every kind of misfortune, than 
difclofe the fecret that was fo dear to- you. 
I was. not deterred by your menaces, 
(What could you make me fuffer more 
than 1 actually fuffered?) but by the 
humanity of my own heart ; in which,. 
and not in means of violence, you ought 
to have repoled your confidence. What 
is the myfterious vengeance that you can. 
yet execute againft me f You menaced 
me before; you can menace no worie. 
now. You are wearing out the fprings of 
terror. Do with me as yeu pleafel 
You teach me to. hear you with an un- 
Jbjrinking aod defperate firmnefs. Re- 
collect yourfelf ! _ I did not proceed to. 
the ail with which you reproach me till 
I was apparently urged to the very laft. 
extremity. I am now lorry that that ftcp, 
was ever adopted. But it Teemed that I 
was treated with unrelenting rigour ; and;, 
urged 
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urged to ocafperatioh by unlntcrmittcd 
fiifferings, I had no time to cool or to 
deliberate. Even at prefent I cherilb no 
vengeance againft you. AH that is rea- 
fonable, all that can really contribute to 
your fecurity, I will readily concede j but 
I will not -be driven to an aft repugnant 
to all reafbn, integrity, andjuftice. 

Mr. Falkland liftened to me with 
aftonifhment and impatience. He had 
entertained no previous conception of the 
firmnefs I difplayed. Several times he 
was convulfed with the fury that labour* 
ed in his breaft. Once and again he be- 
trayed an intention to interrupt ; but he 
was reftrained by the colle&ednefs of my 
manner, and perhaps by a defire to be 
acquainted with the entire ftate of my 
mind. Finding that I had concluded, 
he paufed fcir a moment; his pallion 
feemed gradually to enlarge, till it was 
no. longer capable of control. 

It is well ! faid he, gnalhing his teeth, 
and 
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and ftarnping upon the ground. You 
refufe the composition I offer ! I have no 
power to perfuade you to compliance! 
You defy me ! At leaft I have a power 
reflecting you, and that power I will ex- 
ercife ; a power that ihall grind you into 
atoms. I condefcend to no more expof- 
tulation. I know what I am, and what 
I can be. I know what you are, and 
what fate is referred for you ! 

Saying'this he quitted the room. 

Such were the particulars of this me- 
morable fcene. The impreflion ic has 
left upon my underftanding is indelible. 
The figure and appearan.ee of Mr. Falk- 
land, his death-like weaknefs and decay, 
his more than mortal energy and rage, 
the words that he fpoke, the motives that 
animated him, produced one compounded 
effect upon my mind that nothing of the 
fame nature could ever parallel. The 
idea of his miiery thrilled through my 
frame. How weak in comparifon of it 
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is'the imaginary hell, which the great 
enemy of mankind is reprefented as car- 
rying every where about with him ! 

From this confideration my mind pre- 
fently turned to the menaces he had 
vented againfl: myfelf. They were all 
myfterious and undefined. He had talked - 
~ of power, but had given no hint from 
which I could collect in what he imagined 
it to confift. He had talked of mifeiy, 
but had not dropped a fyllable refpeft- 
ing the nature of the mifery to be in- 
flicted. 

Z fat ftill for fome time ruminating on 
thefe thoughts. Neither Mr. Falkland, 
nor any other perfon appeared, to difturb 
my meditations. I rofe, went out of the 
room, and from the inn into the ftreet. 
No one offered to moleft me. It was 
ftrange! What was the nature of this 
power from which I was to apprehend fo 
much, yet which feemed to leave me at 
perfect liberty ? I began to imagine that 
all 
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all I had heard from this' dreadful adver- 
sary was mere madnefs and extravagance, 
that he was at length deprived of the ufe 
of reafon, which had long ferved him 
only as a medium of torment. Yet was 
it likely in that cafe that he fliould be 
able to employ Jones and his aflbciate, 
who had juft been his inftruments of vio- 
lence upon my perfon ? 

I proceeded along the ftreets with con- 
siderable caution. I looked before me 
and behind me, as well as the darknefs 
would allow me to do, that I might not 
again be hunted in fight by fome man of 
ftratagem and violence without my per- 
ceiving it. I was not as before beyond 
the limits of the town, but confidered the 
ftreets, the houfes and the inhabitants as 
affording fome degree of fecurity. I was 
ftill walking with my 'mind thus full of 
fufpicion and forecaft, when I difcovcred 
Thomas, that fervant of Mr. Falkland 
whom T have already more than once had 
occajion 
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occafion to mention. He advanced to* 
. wards me with an air fo blunt and direft, 
as inftantty to remove from me the idea 
of any thing infidious in his purpofej 
betide that I had always felt the character 
of Thomas, ruftic and uncultivated as it 
was, to be entitled to a more, than com- 
mon portion of efteem. 

Thomas, faid I, as he advanced, I hope 
you are willing to give me joy that 
I am at length delivered from the dread- 
ful ■ danger which for many months 
haunted me fo unmercifully. 

No, rejoined Thomas roughly, I be 
not at all willing. I do not know what 
to make of myfelf in this affair. While 
you were in prifon in that miferable 
falhion, I felt all at one almoft as if I 
loved yoa :' and, now that that is over, 
and you are turned out loofe in the world 
to do your worft, my blood rifes at the 
very fight of you. To look at you, you 
are almpft that very lad Williams "for 
whom 
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whom I could with p'.eafure as it were 
have laid down my life ; and yet behind 
that fmiling face there lie robbery, and 
lying, and every thing that is ungrateful 
and murderous. Your laft action was 
worfe than all the reft. How could you 
find in your heart to revive that cruel 
itory about Mr. Tyrrel, which every body 
had agreed out of regard to the fquire 
never to mention again, and of which 
I know and you know he js as innocent. 
as the child unborn ? There are caufes 
and realons or elfe I could have wiflied 
from the bottom of my fo^ul never to- 
have fet eyes on you again 1 
- And you llill perfift in your hard 
thoughts of me ! 

Worfe 1 I think worfe of you than 
ever ! .Before, I thought you as bad as 
man could be, I wonder from my foul 
what you are to do next. But you make; 
good the old faying, When a man is once 
in — . 

Vol. III. L And 
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And fo there is never to be an end of 
my misfortunes. "What can Mr. Falk- 
land contrive for me worfe than the ill 
opinion and enmity of all mankind ? 

■'Mr. Falkland contrive? tic is thebeft 
friend you have in the world, though you 
are the bafeft traitor to him. Poor manT 
it makes one's heart ache to look at him; 
he is (he very image of grief. And it is 
not clear to' me that it is not all owing to 
you. ' A't leaft you have given the finifti- 
jhg blow in behalf of the difeafe that al- 
ready had him in' its clutches. There 
Have been the devil arid all to pay be- 
tween him and fquire Forefter. The 
fquire is right raving mad with my maf- 
ter, for having outwitted him in the mat- 
. ter of the trial, and laved your life. He 
fwears that you (hall be taken up and 
tried all over again at the next afilzes ; 
but my matter is fo refolute, that 1 be- 
lieve he wiil carry it his own way. To 
fee him ordering every thing for your" 

* ■ benefit, 
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benefit, and taking all your malicioufnefs 
as mild and innocent as a lamb, and then 
to think, of your vile proceedings againft 
him, is a fight one mail not fee again,' if 
one was to go all the world over. For 
God's fake, repent of your reprobate do- 
ings, and make what little reparation is 
in your gower! Think of your poor 
foul, before you awake, as to be fure 
one of thefe days you will, in fire and 
brimftone everlafting ! 

Saying this, he held out his hand, and 
took hold of mine. The a&ion feemed 
ftrange, but I at firft thought of it as the 
unpremeditated refult of his folemn and 
well-intended adjuration. 1 felt however 
that he put fomething into my hand. 
The next moment he quitted his hold, 
and haftened from me with the fwiftnefs 
of an arrow. What he had thus given 
me was a bank-note of twenty pounds. 
I had no doubt that he had been charged 
mi deliver it to me from Mr. Falkland. , 
L 2 ' What 
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What was I to infer t What light did 
it throw upon the intentions of my inex- 
orable perfecucor? His animofity againft 
me was as great as ever; that I had juft 
had confirmed to me from his own mouth. 
' Yet his animofity appeared to be fttH 
tempered with the remains of humanity. 
He prefcribed to it a line wide enough to 
embrace the gratification of his views, 
and within the boundaries of that line it 
flopped. But this difcovery carried no 
confolation to my mind. I knew not 
what portion of calamity I was fated to 
endure, before his jealoufy of dishonour 
and inordinate third: of fame would 
deem themfclves fatisfied. 

Another queftion offered itfelf. Was 
I to receive the money which had juft 
been put into my hands ? the money of 
a man, who had inflicted upon me inju- 
ries, k'fs than thole which he had entailed 
upon himfclf, but the greatcft that one 
man can inflict upon another ? who ht£ 
Matted 
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Matted my youth, who had dtftroyed my 
peace, who had held me up to the abhor- 
rence of mankind, and rendered me an 
outcaft upon the face of the earth I who 
dad forged of me the bafeft and moft atro- 
cious fallhoods, and urged them with a 
ferioufnefs and pcrfeverance which pro- 
duced umverfal belief? who an hour 
before had vowed againft me inexorable 
comity, and fworn to entail upon me mi- 
sery without end ? Would not this con- 
dud on my part betray a bafe and abject 
fpirit, that crouched under tyranny, and 
Jtified the hands that were embrued in my 
blood f 

If thefe reafons appeared ftrong, nei- 
ther was the other fide without reafons in 
jeply. 1 wanted the money : not for any 
purpofe of vice or fuperfluky, but for 
chofe purpofcs without which life cannot 
fubfift. ' Man ought to be able, wherever 
placed, to find for himfelf the means of 
Scxiftence; but 1 was to open a new 
L 3 . fcene 
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fcene of life, to remove to fomc diftant 
fpoc, to be prepared againft the ill-will 
of mankind, and the unexplored projects 
of hoftility.of a moft accomplifhed foe. 
The actual means of existence are the 

.property of all. What fliould hinder 
me from taking that of which I was 
really in want, when in taking it I 
riflced no vengeance and perpetrated no 
violence ? The property in queftkm will 
be beneficial to me, and the voluntary 
furrender of it is accompanied with no 
injury to its late proprietor ; what other 
condition can be neceffary to render the 
ufe of it on my part a duty ? He that 
lately poffefled it has injured" me ; does 
that alter its value as a medium of ex- 
change ? He will boaft perhaps of the 
imaginary obligation.he has conferred on 

" me : Surely to fhrink from a thing in it- 
feJf right, from any fuch apprehenfion, 

. can be the refult only of puQHanimity 
and cowardice. 

-- CHAP. 
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Influenced by. thefc mafomngi, 

I determined to retain what had thus been 
put into my hands. My nexe'eare was io 

regard to the ftene I (liquid choofe as.thf 
retreat' of 'that lift which I hadjuftfaved 

.from the grafp of. the .executioner.. ..The 
danger to which I, was expofed of.forcV 
bit interruption in my purfujf? was- pre* 
bably in ibme .refpecls kfs .now,, than it 
had been previoufly to this crifi*, JBcfide, 
that I was confiderably influenced in this 
deliberation by the ftrongjpathing I. con- 
ceived for the fuuations'm.which.I had 
lately been engaged, lknew-npt in what 
jnode Mr. Falkland intended, to; -exercU.e 
his vengeance againft me i but I was 
feized with fo unconquerable an aversion 
L 4 to 
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to difguife and the idea of (pending my 
life in the perfonating a fictitious cha- 
racter, that 1 could not for the preltnt at 
Icaft reconcile my mind to any thing of 
that nature. The fame kind of dhguft i 
had conceived for the metropolis, whew 
I had fpent fo many : hours of arti- 
fice and terror. I therefore deeidevlia 
favour of the project which had formerly 
proved amufing to my imagination, of 
withdrawing to (ome diftam, rural fcene, 
a fcene of calmnefs and objeurity, where 
for a few fears at leaft, perhaps during the. 
lift of Mr. Falkland, l might be hidden 
from the world, recover the wounds 
my mind had received in this fatal con- 
nexion, methodife and improve the expe- 
rience which had been accumulated, cul- 
tivate the -faculties 1 in any degree po£- 
-fefled, and employ the intervals of thttfe 
Occupations in fimple induftry and the 
intercourie of guilelefs, uneducated, kind- 
'mentioned minds. The menaces of mjf 
persecutor 



CALEB WILLIAMS. 22$ 

perfecutor feemed to forebode the inevi-. 
table interruption of this fyftero. fluft I. 
deemed it wife to put thefe menaces out 
of my eonfideration. I compared them 
to death> which muft infallibly overtake 
us, we know not when ; but the poflibi- 
lity of whole arrival next year, next 
week, tomorrow, muft be left out of the 
calculation of him who would enter upon 
any important or well concerted under- 
taking. 

Such were the ideas that determined 
my choice. Thus did rny youthful mind 
'delirteare the fyftpm of diftant years, even 
when the threats of inftant calamity ftill 
'founded in my ears. I was inured to 
the apprchcnfion of mifchief, till .at laft 
• the hoarfe roarings of the beginning tem- 
"peft had no power to difturb my tran- 
quillity. I however thought 1 it necef- 
&ry, while I was apparently within the 
fphcre of the enemy, to exert every prac- 
ticable degree of vigilance. I was care- 
L5 ful 
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ful not to incur the hazards of darknefs 
and iolitude. When. I left die .town, it 
was with the . ftage-coach, an' obvious 
Source of protection agaioft glaring and 
enormous violence. Meanwhile. J found 
niyfelf no more expofed to moleftation 
in my progrefs, than the man in the 
world ■ who mould have had the kail 
reafon for apprehenfions of this nature. 
As the diftance increafed, I relaxed. fome- 
(hing in my precaution, though ftiU 
awake toa fenfc of danger, andepnftant- 
ly purfued with the image of my foe. 
I fixed upon an oblcurc market-town in 
.Wales as the.chofcn feat of my opei-ar 
pons. This place recommended itfelf 
to my obfervation, as I was wandering 
. in queft of an abode. It was clean, 
chearful and of great fimplicity of ap- 
pearance.^ It was at a diftance from any 
public,. and frequented road,- and had 
nothing which could deferve the name 
of trade. The face of nature around 
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it was agreeably diverfified, being, partly, 
wild and romantic, and partly rich and 
abundant in production. 

Here I folieited employment in. (wo 
profeflions ; the firft that. of a watch- 
maker, in which though the instructions 
I had received were but few, they were 
eked out and afiifted by a mind fruitful 
in mechanical invention; the other that 
of an inftru&br in mathematics and its 
practical application, geography, aitro- 
nonjy,- land-furveying and navigation. 
Neither of .theic was a very copious 
fource - of emolument in the obfcure re- 
treat I had chofen for myfelf; but, if 
my receipts were (lender, my diflburfc- 
ments were ftill fewer. In this little 
town I became acquainted with the vicar, 
the apothecary, the lawyer, and the reft 
of the perfons who time out of mind 
had been regarded as the top gentry of 
the place. ' Each of thefe centred in 
himfelf a variety of occupations. There 
L 6 was 
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was lktk in the appearance of the vicar 
that reminded you of his profeffion ex- 
cept on the recurring Sunday. At other 
times he condefcended with his evange*. 
Ileal hand to guide the plough, or to 
drive the cows from the field to the farm- 
yard for the milking. The apothecary 
occafionally officiated as a barber, and 
the lawyer was the village fchoolmaf- 
ter. 

By all thefe perfons I wis received 
with kindoefs and hofpitality. Among 
people thus remote from (he buftle of 
human life there is an open fpirit of con- 
fidence, by means of which, a ftrangcr 
cafily finds accefs to their benevolence 
and goodwill. My manners had never 
been greatly debauched, by the fcenes 
through which -I had paffed, from the 
fimplicity of rural life; and the hard- 
ships I had endured gave additional- mild- 
nefs to my character. In the theatre 
upon which I was now placed I had no 

' rival, ' 
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mal. My: mechanical occupation had 
hitherto been a non-fefident; and the 
fchoolmafter, who did sot afpira to the 
ftiblime heights of fcience I profeffed to 
difcover, was very wiHing. to admit me 
as a partner in the taflt of civilizing die 
utipolifhed manners of the inhabitants. 
For the parfon, civilifation was no pare 
of his trade ; his bufinefs was with the 
things of a better life, not with the car- 
nal concerns of this material fcene ; ire 
truth, his thoughts were principally oc- 
cupied with his oatmeal and his cows. 

This fcene had perhaps a more power- 
ful handle upon my affections, than ft 
would hare had upon thole of almoft 
any other perfon with my degieeof in- 
tellectual cultivation. I had had a pro- 
found experience, though a fhort one, 
of fociery fuch as ranks and regulations . 
have conftittfted it. The fimple fcene 
of which 1 was now an inmate, the abode 
of grofs and unfufpecting ignorance, bore 
a kind 
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a kind of rude refcmblancc to that Cm* 
plicity which icems to be the goal of 
elevated and comprehensive reafon. I 
bore with its greffnefs, the narrpwnefs of 
its profpefts and the uniformity of its 
imprefiions, in behalf of its freedom 
from malignity and deceit.- How long 
I fliould have fat down contented with 
thefe defects in consideration of thefe ad- 
vantages I am unable to pronounce. For 
the prefent, fore with perfecution and 
diftrefs, and bleeding at almoft every, 
vein, there was nothing I fo much covet- 
ed as reft and tranquillity.^ It leemed as 
if my faculties were, at leaft for the time, 
exhaufted by the late preternatural and 
vice-derived intenfity of their exertions, 
and that they flood indifpeafibly in. need 
of a period of comparative fufpenfion. . 
. In this ftate, fo grateful to my feel- 
ings, week after week glided away with- 
out interruption and alarm. Every day 
contributed to my progrefs in the efteero 
... 6 of 
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of my gtiilelefs neighbours. At firft 
they looked upon mc with wonder as a 
fort of ■ non ■defcripe -, but. they were 
pleaded* to,- find upon farther acquaint- 
ance that-' I fell in for the mod pan 
wjth their habits and manners ■, and that, 
though I was able, if foliated, to inform 
them upon fubje&B extremely remo« 
from their ufual occupations* yet my-fu- 
perior knowledge gave me no inclina- 
tion to dictate or domineer. The pe- 
culiarities in which I differed from them 
.generated no averfion. My habits were 
more Solitary and fedentary than thofe of 
any of my neighbours : but I ftate the 
iimplc and unornamented fa£t when I 
affirm, that my univerfat character 
among them was that of a perfon of 
great learning and knowledge, mild, 
even-tempered, and that would not hurt 
ip much as a worm. • - < 

Thus tranquil, there were moments 
in which I even forgot there was : fuch a 
perfon 
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perfon as Mr. Falkland iir the world 
The Jituation in which I was now placed 
wa« not very different frotntlatt in* whit h 
1 had fpent my earlier yean v and I .be- 
gan to look back upon the intervening 
period as upon a dittempered and tyr- 
mentmg dream - r or rather perha'ps my 
feelings were like thofe of a man rtco- 
vered from fix months raging delirium, 
from ideas of horror, confufkm, flight,. 
-perfecution, agony and dsfpair ! When 
J recollected what I had undergone, H 
was not without fome fausfatfcion as the 
recollection of 'A- thing that was paft ;. 
every day augmented my hope that it 
was never to return; Surely the dark 
and terrific menaces of Mr. Falkland: 
were rather ths perturbed fuggeftions of 
his angry mind, than the final rcfuit of 
a deliberate and digested fyfem ! How 
happy fhould I feel beyond what ordi- 
narily falls to the lot of man, if, after 
the terrors and alarms 1 had undergone, T 
found 
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found myfclf thus unexpectedly reftored 
to the immunities of i human being! . 

While I was thus fooihing my mind 
with fond imaginations, it happened that 
i few bricklayers and their labourers 
catnc over from a diftance of 6ve or fiK 
miles, to work upon forno additions t$ 
one of the better font of homes ia the 
town which had changed its tenant. No 
incident could be more trivial than this,, 
had it not been for a ftrange coincidence 
of time between this circumftance and a 
change which introduced itfclf into, my, 
fituation. This firft manifefted iticlf in- 
a. tori; of ihyneCs with which I was treat- 
ed firft by one perfon and thea another 
of my new-formed acquaintance. They 
were backward, to enter into couverfation 
with me, and anfwered my enquiries 
with an aukwani and embarrafled air. 
When they met me in the jEtreet or ifae- 
firld, their countenance contracted » 
cloud, and they eodeayoured to Aran 
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mc. My fchoUri quitted me one after 
another* and I had no longer any em- 
ployment in my mechanical profeffion. 
It is impoffible to defcribe the fenfutions 
which the gradual, but uninterrupted 
progrefs of this revolution produced in 
my mind.-- It firmed as if I had fome 
contagious difeafe, from which- every 
man fhrunk with alarm, end left me to 
perilh unaffifted and alone. I afked one 
man and another to explain to me the 
meaning of thefe appearances -, but every 
one avoided the talk, and anfwexed in 
an evafive and ambiguous manner. I 
fometimes fuppofed that it was all a dc- 
"lufion-of the imagination} till the re- 
petition of the fenfation, and dill more 
the decay of my projected modes of fub* 
fiftence, brought the reality 'coo pain- 
fully- home to my apprehenfion. There 
are few things that give' a greater fhock 
to the mind than a phenomenon in the 
^conduct of our fellow men, of great im- 
portance 
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portancc to our- concerns, and for which 
we are unable toaflign any plaufible rea- 
fon. I was like a tree (truck with fome 
fatal blight, from which one branch falls 
off" after another, and leaves the naked . 
trunk a monument 6f calamity and foorn. 
Incapable of afiigning the caufe of my 
difgrace, I was ac times half inclined to 
believe that the chaDge was not in other 
men, but that fome alienation of my 
own underftanding generated .the horrid 
vifion. Z endeavoured to awake from 
my dream, and return to my former Hate 
of enjoyment and happinefs ; but in vain* 
To the fame ronfideratton ir may be. af- 
cribed, that unacquainted with the fource 
of the evil, obferving its perpetual in- 
creafc, and finding it fo far as I could 
perceive entirely arbitrary in its nature, 
I was unable to afcertain its limits, or 
the degree in which it would finally over- 
whelm me. 

In the..midft however of the wonder- 
ful 
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ful and feemiBgly inexplicable- nature of 
this fcene, there was one idea that In- 
ftandy intruded itfelf, and that I could 
never after banifh from my mind. It ij 
Falkland') In vain I ftruggled againft 
the teeming improbability of the fuppofi* 
tion. la vain I faid,.Mr. Falkland, wife 
as he is and pregnant in rcfources, aeb 
by human and aot by fupernatucal meant. 
He may overtake me by furpriic and in 
« manner of which 1 have no previous 
expectation ; but he cannot prodece a 
great and notorious efftt~i without foroe 
vifible agency, however difficult it may 
be to trace that agency to its ablblutc 
author. He cannot, like thufc invisible 
perfonages wlio are fuppofed from rime 
to time to interfere in human affair.*, ride 
in the whirlwind, Ihtoud himfelf in 
Clouds aud impenetrable darknefs, and 
fcatter dcftru&ion upon .the earth fro© 
bis fecret habitation. Thus ft was that 
I bribed my imagination, and endea- 
voured 
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Toured to perfuadc myfclf that my pre- 
fent unhappinefs originated id a different 
fource from my former. All evils ap- 
peared trivial to me, in companion of the 
recollection and perpetuation of my pa- 
rent misfortune. 1 was little better than 
diftra&ed between the incoherence of my 
ideas as to ray preient fituation excluding 
from it the machinations of Mr. Falk- 
land, and the horror I conceived at the 
bare poffibility of again encountering hit 
animoiiry, after a fufpenfion of many 
weeks, a fufpenfion as I had hoped for 
ever. An interval of weeks was an age 
to a perfon in the calamitous fituation I 
had fo long experienced. But, in Jpice 
of all my efforts, I could not banilh from 
my mirwl:the dreadful idea. My origi- 
nal conceptions of the genius and the 
perfeverance of Mr. Falkland had been 
Juch, that I could with difficulty think 
that any thing was impoflible to him. I 
knew not how to fet up my own opinions 
3 e£ 
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of- material caufcs and the powers of the 
human mind as the limits of exigence. 
Mr. Falkland had always been to my ima- 
gination an object of wonder, and that 
which excites our wonder we fcarcely ever 
fuppofe ourfelves competent to analyfe. 

I was in this itate of mind, and. had 
already been compelled by the fituation 
of my affairs to meditate the removing 
myfelf to a different refidence, when a 
new circumftance occurred, that tended 
in part to diffipa^e the mift which hung 
over my understanding. lit reality, no- 
thing at this time appeared more heceflary 
to me than information. . Without„fome 
conception of the caufe of my prefent 
misfortune I could neither tell whither 
to remove,'nor what precautions my jn- 
tereft obliged me to adopt. I was faved 
by the incident to which I allude from 
the neceffity of proceeding entirely at 
random. 

I returned one evening from a pedef- 
trian 
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man excurfion among the mountains. It 
is probable that my return was fomewhat 
fooner than was afualwith me upon fimi- 
lar occafions. Be that as it will, I found 
upon entering the houfe an apartment of 
which I occupied, that it was totally de- 
ferred of its ufual inhabitants. The wo- 
man' and her children were gone but to 
enjoy the frelhnefs of the breeze. The 
hufband was engaged in his ufual with- 
out-door occupations. I opened for my- 
felf, and went into (he kitchen of the fa- 
mily. Here, as I looked round, my 
eyes accidentally glanced upon a paper 
lying in one corner; which by fome allo- 
cation I was unable to explain, routed 
in me a ftrong fenfation of fufpicion and 
curiofity. I eagerly went towards it, 
caught it up, and found it to be the very 
paper of the Wonderful and Surprifing. 
Hiftory of Caleb Williams, the difco- 
vcry of which towards the clofe of my re- 
fidence 
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Sdcnce ia London had produced in me 
iuch cKquifitc pain. 

This dtfcovery at -once -cleared up. all 
the myftcry that had hung upon my late 
rranfa&ions. Abhorred and intolerable 
-certainty fucceeded to" the doubts which 
had haunted my mind. It (truck me 
with the rapidity and icrefiftiblc effect of 
lightning. 1 was like a man bJafted^ 
his, head bare and ejtpofed to the fury of 
the elements. 

- Was there no hope that remained to 
me ? Was acquittal ufelefs ? Was there 
no period, paft or in profpect, that could 
give relief to my fuficrings ? Was the 
odious and atrocious falfliood that bad 
been invented againft me, deftined to fol- 
low me wherever I went, to ftrip me of 
character, to deprive me of thefympathy 
and good will of mankind, to wreft front 
me the very bread by which lift: mull be 
firitained? 

For 
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For the fpace perhaps of halt* an hotfr 
the agony I felt, from this termination 
co my late tranquility, and the expecta- 
tion it excited of that enmity which would 
follow me through every retreat, was (a 
great as to bereave rrte of all confident 
-thinking and of the power of coming to 
any refohttion. As foon as this hurri- 
cane of the mind fubfidcd, and the winds 
that impelled me this way and that were 
(till, one ftiff and matter gale took its 
turn of afcendancy v and drove me to ah 
rnftant defertion of this once cherilhed 
retreat. I had no patience to enter into 
rcmonftrance and explanation with the 
uninftru&ed inhabitants of my prefent 
refidence. I had feen too much of the 
reign of triumphant falihood to hare that 
faaguine confidence in the effects of my 
innocence, which would have fuggefted 
itfelf to the mind of any other perfon of 
my propenfities and my age. I could not 
endure the thought of oppofing the 

Vol. III. M venom 
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venom that was thus featured again ft me, 
in detail and through its minuter parti- 
cles. If ever it Ihould be neceflary for 
me to encounter it, if I were purfued like 
a wild bead till I could no longer avoid 
turning upon my hunters, I would then 
turn upon the true author of this unprin- 
- cipled attack. I would -encounter the 
calumny in its llrong hold, I would roufe 
m yfelf to an exertion hitherto uneifayed, 
and, by the firmnefs, intrepidity and 
unalte/able conftancy I Ihould diiplay, 
would yet compel mankind to believe 
that Mr. Falkland was a fuborner and a 
murderer. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

X haste* to the conclufion of my me- 
lancholy ftory. I began to write faon 
after tlie period to' which I have now 
conducted it. It has fervtd 'me as a 
fource of avocation for feveral yeari. 
For fome time I had a melancholy con- 
folation in writing. I was better pleafed - 
to repafs in my mind the particulars of 
calamities that had formerly afflicted' me, 
than to look forward, as at other tfmes 
I was too apt to do, to thofe by whic'h f 
might hereafter be overtaken. I conceived 
that my ftory faithfully digefted would 
carry in it an impreflion of truth that few* 
men would be able to refift ; or at worft 
that, by leaving it behind me when I 
Mi fhould 
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fhould no longer continue to exift, pofte*. 
rity might be induced to do me juftice, 
and, feeing in my example what fort of 
evils are entailed upon mankind by fo- 
ciety as it is at prefent conftiruted, might 
be inclined to turn their attention upon 
the fountain from which fuch bitter wa- 
ters have been accuftomed to Bow. But 
thcfe motives have diminiihed in their 
yiftuence. . 1 have contracted fomething 
too lika.a loathing for. life and all its 
appendages- Writing, which was at fitft 
a pleafure, is changed into a burthen. I 
fihall comprcfs into a fraall compafs what 
yet remains tbibe told. 

I found out not long after the period 
of which I am fpenking the precife caufe 
of the myfterious reverfe I had experien- 
ced in my reBdence in Wales, and in- 
cluded in that caufe what it was 1 had to 
look for in my future adventures. Mr. 
Falkland had taken the infernal Jones 
into his pay; a man in three refpeets rnoft 
critically 
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critically -qualified for the fervice in 
which he was now engaged j by the un- 
feeling brutality of his temper, by the 
habits of his mind at once audacious and 
artful, and by the peculiar animofity and 
vengeance he had conceived againft me. 
The employment to which this-raan w&4 
Kb-ed way that of following me from pitted 
to place for the purpofeof blafting my ret 
potation, and preventing me from the 
chance, bv continuing long in one refidenoo, 
of acquiring a character of integrity that 
mrgh't give new weight to any. accuuttioa 
I might at a future time be induced *d 
prefer. ■ He had cans do the feat of tnjr 
teftdence wish die: bricklayers atrd la- 
bourers I have mentioned ; and, while He 
took care to keep out of fight fo far iii 
related to me, was induftrious-in difibnil 
Hating that which in the eyo of the WorliJ 
feenied to amount to a -demon fixation- of 
Che profligjey and deteftablenels 'of my 
character. - It was, no doubt, from- hitii 
M 3 that 
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that the dettfted fcfoll had been procured, 
which I had found in my habitation im- 
mediately prior to my quitting it. In all 
this Mr. Falkland, reaibning upon his 
principles, was only employing a itecef- 
fary precaution. There was fomething 
in the temper of his mind that imprefled 
htm with averfion to the idea of violently 
potting an end to my exigence ; at the 
lame time that unfortunately he could 
aever deem himfelf fufficiently fecured 
againft my recrimination, Co long as I re- 
mained alive. As to the fact of Jones 
being retained by him for this tremendous 
parpofe, he by no means defined that ic 
ihould become generally rfihown , but 
then neither did he look upon' me pofli- 
bility of its being known with terror. 
It was already too notorious for his wifhes, 
that . I had . adu^ncf d the moft odious 
charges againft "bioi- If he regardediroj; 
with abhorrence as the great adverfiry of 
his fame, thofc perfuns who had had oc- 
:. ;» i . . ' cafion 
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cafion to be at ail acquainted 'with our 
hiftory, did not entertain lei's abhorrence 
againft me for my own fake. . If they 
knew all the pains he exerted in caufing 
my evil reputation to follow me., they 
would confider it as an ad of impartial 
juftice, perhaps as a generous anxiety ta 
' prevent other men from. being, impofed 
upon and injured, as he had been. 
-. What -expedient was I to employs for 
the purpofe of counteracting the medU 
tated and barbarous prudence; jwhicJk wa» 
thus deft inc-d in. all changes of- fcene to 
deprive me of the benefits and cpofoja-. 
tioos pf human foeiety ? There was;onft 
expedient ' againft which I was, abfoj utcly ; 
determined, difguife. I. had experienced^ 
fo many mortifications and _ fuch inta.le-' 
rablc reftraint when 1 had formerly had: 
secourfe tft it,, it was afibciated _;in, my- 
underftandjng' -with fenfatjons ; ;p£ fujfltl 
acute anguifli, lhat my nytKl., Was thus 
far tntirely convinced: LjJSe was not 
M 4 worth 
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worth purchaiiag at fo high a price ! 
But, though in this refpec~r 1 was wholijf 
refol ved, there was another point thtt di.t 
oot appear to me fo material, and in 
which therefore 1 was willing to accom- 
modate myfclf to circumftances. I was 
Contented, if that would infure my peace, 
to ft) bm it to the oUicrwiie unmanly ex- 
pedient of pafling by a different name. ; 

fiux the change of my name, tbc abrupt-' 
nefe with which I removed from placs 
to place, the remotenels and the obfco- 
rity which I prapofed to myfelf in the 
choice of my abode, Were all inluffickint 
10 dude the fagacity of Jones, or the un- 
relenting conftancy with which Mr. Falk- 
land incited my termemor to purine me. 
Whithcrfoever I removed mytelf, it waa 
not long before I had occafton to per- 
ceive : this detefted adveriarjr in my rear. 
No words can enable me to do juftice to* 
the - fenfations which this circumftanc© 
Produced in ■ me. It was ,like what' 
has 
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has been "defcribcd of the eye of omni- 
fckace purfUing the guilty (inner, and 
darting a ray that awakens him to new 
JfeHfibilrty, at every moment when other- 
wife eihaufted nature would lull him. 
into a temporary oblivion of the re- 
proaches of his conscience. Sleep Bed 
from .my. eyes. No walls could hide 
me from the difceroment of this hated 
foe. Every when: his induftry was un^ 
weirted to create for me new ditirefe. 
Reft I . had . none : relief I had none ; 
aevser could ;I count upon an inftaot's fe- 
«ur,hyi never .could I wrap iriyielf for *. 
naooiew in the fhroud of oblivion. The 
nainufes to. which 1 did not actually per* 
ceivc him, were contaminated and blafted 
with the certain expectation of his fpctdy 
interference. In my firft retreat I had 
palled feme weeks of delufive tranquil 
Iky, but never after was- 1 happy enough* 
to attain, fo much as that fhadowy grati- 
fication.. .' I fpent fome years in this 
M 5 dreads 
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dreadful viciflitude of pain, -Mfvfisifa* 
lions at certain p eriddfl partook of. info* 
irity. : -. :: . w- . > t:i»*aS 

- It has already appeared tbttJr'Wfts no* 
of a temper to endure -calamity without 
endeavouring by every means I could de- 
vife to elude anddifarm it. Recolle&ing, 
as I was .habituated to do, the various 
projects by which my fituationcould-ixi 
meliorated, the queftion in onetfeftancc 
occurred to me : Why (hould? I be ha* 
raffed by the purfuit of this Jones j 'why^ 
man to man, may .1 not by the powers of 
my mind attain the afcendancy over binv* 
at: prefent be appears- to' be the : pertccu- 
t^r and I the perfceuted : is not ihis'djfc 
ference the mere treaWre of the imagina- 
tion ? May t not employ my ingenuity 
4o vex fc'im with difficulties and laugfcf at 
the 'endlefs labour to which he will-be 
condemned ? 

Alas,- this is a (peculation for a mind 
at cafe! It is not the perfecution; b'uc 
-'■■■>■" Z '■' the 
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the dataftrophe which is l annexed to it, 
that makes the difference between- the 
tyrant and the fufferer ! In mere-'corpo- 
ral exertion the. hunter, perhaps is. -upon 4 
level with the. miferable animal-he puw 
fucs 1 But co,uld it be forgotten by tithed 
of us, that at every ftage Jones was n» 
gratify hi» malignant paifiotvi by diffemi- 
nacing charges of the moft.infaipotK na*- 
ture and exciting :againffc me the-abhor-y 
rencepf every 'honest hofom y wbilff'f was. 
to fuftam the ftill repeated annihilation^ 
of my peace, my character and my breads 
Could I by any. refinement, of my,real(HM 
invert' this dreadful feries intotfport?. 
I had no philofophy that qualified <nef 
for (o extraordinary an effort. If under. 
other circumftaflccs 1 could even have, 
entertained fo ftrange an imagination, I 
was retrained in the prefent inllance by 
theneceflity of providing tor myfelf the : 
means of fubfiftence, and the fetters which 
M 6 through 
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through that neceifity the forms of hu- 
man fotietf irapofed upon my exertions. 

la qne of thole changes of refidence 
to which ray miferabfc fate repeatccUy 
compelled. mc, I oner, upon a rood which 
I *u obliged to traverfc, the friend 
■£ my youth, my earlieft and bed: be- 
loved ■ friend, the venerable Col tins. It 
was- one of thofc misfortunes which fer- 
Ted to accumuhte my diftref% that thi* 
man had quieted the ifland of Great Bri- 
tain only a very few weeks before that 
fatal reverie of fortune which had ever 
fince purfued me with unrdentmg eager- 
nets. Mr. Falkland, in addition to the 
large eftate he poflefied in England, had 
a very valuable plantation in the Weft. 
Indies. This property had been greatly 
mifmanaged by the perfon who had the 
direction of it on thefpot ; and, after va- 
rious promlfes and evafions on his part, 
which, however they might ferve to be- 
guile 
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guile the patience of Mr. Falkland, had 

been attended with no lalcrtary fruits, it 
was refolved that Mr. Collins fhould go 
over in-'perfon to ri&'tfy theabvrfes which 
had fo long prevailed. There had even 
been Tome idea of his refiding fevcrat 
years, if ■■not fettling finally, upon the 
plantation. From that' hour to the pre- 
fcht I bad never received the frnallcft in* 
telligence refpe&ing htm. 

I had always conftdered the cifcum- 
ftance of his critical abfrnce as oneoflmy 
fevereft misfortunes. Mr. Collins had 
been one of the firit perfons even in the 
period of my infancy to conceive hopes 
of me as . of fomething above the com- 
mon ftandard, and had contributed more 
«han any other to encourage and aflift my 
juvenile ftud:cs. He had been the exe- 
cutor of the little property of my father, 
who had fixed upon him for that pur- 
pole in consideration of the mutual affec- 
tion that exifted between us ; and 1 leemed 
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on-everyaccount to have' more claim 
Upon his protection than- upon tHat of 
any. .other human being. load always 
believed that, had, he been prefem-in the 
erifis of my fortune, .he-wouldfbave felt 
Conviction of my innocence; and, con- 
vinced himfelf, would by means of the 
vencr&blcnefs and energy of his charac- 
ter have, interpofod-fo effectually, as to) 
havefavedmethegreajerpartof my fub-j 
fcquenc misfortunes. ■ 

No fight therefore could give me » 
purer delight than that which now pre- 
fcnted tticlf to.my-eyes. It was fometimd 
however before either of us rccogoifcd 
the perfon of the other. Mr. Collins 
looked at lead ten years older than he 
had done when I laft faw him, in addition 
to. which he was in his prcfenr appearance- 
pale,. fickJy ana thin. Thefe unfavour- 
able effects had. been produced by the 
change of climate, particularly trying ta 
pcrfons in an advanced period of life; 
Add 
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' jftaltl to which, I ftippofed him to he ac 
that-taoaicnt inthe Welt Indies. I wu 
probably - a* . mudv altered yi the period 
&at jbad ekpftdas he had been, I was 
soe r firft co recoiled him. t He was on 
horieback ; I on foot. I had fuffered 
him. to pafs me. In a moment the full 
idea of who he was rufbed upon npy mind 5 
Xhh s I. called with an impetuous «*ice j 
I was. unable to reftrain the vehemence 
of my emotions. . ... 

The ardour of my feelings difguifed 
roy-ufualioncpf fpeaking, which other' 
wife Mr. Collins .would infallibly have 
recegiuTcd. His. fight was already dim; 
he pulled up his hocfe till I ihould over- 
take. him i and, then iaid, Who are you ? 
I do not know you. 
; My father,! pxciaamed I* embracing 
on,e of hjs knees with fervour and delight, 
-Jam your ton! -once your little Caleb, 
whom you a- thpufand times loaded with 
your kindnefs ! 
.6 The 
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The unekpe&ed repetition of my name 
gave a kind of fhuddering emotion to> 
my friend, which was however checked 
by his age, and the calm and benevolent 
philofophy that? formed one 1 of themoft 
confpicuous of his habits. 

I did riot expect' to fee "you ! replied 
he.— 1 did hot with it ! 

My btft-, my oldeft iriend t anfwerkd 
I, refpect Mending irTetfwithmyrmpa* 
tience, Do not fay fo ! I have not a frierrd 
any where in the wholeworid,-fcme you * 
In you at teaft: let me find fympathy and 
reciprocal amotion \ If you 'knew ho# 
anxfoufly I have thought of you during, 
the whole period of your abfenee, you 
would not thus grievoufly di&ppoint m* 
in your return ! 

How is. it, feid Mr. Coffins "gravely,, 
that you have been reduced to this for- 
lorn condition ? Wa3 it not the inevitable 
confequence of your own actions ? 

The actions of others, not mine ! Doe*. 
3 not 
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not your heart tell you that I am inno- 
cent? 

No. My obfervatjon of your early 
character taught me that you would be 
extraordinary. But. unhappily "ail extra- 
ordinary men arc not good men j- thtf 
fecrm to be a lottery, dependent on cir- 
cumftanc.es apparently the tooft trivial. - 

Will you hear my justification ? I am 
as fure as I am of my exi&eocc that I can 
convince you of my purity. 

Certainly, if you wiih it, I will hear 
you. But that aiujit not be jujH now. I 
could have been glad to decline it wholly., 
At my age I am not fit for the ftorra, 
arid I am not to {anguine as you in my 
expectation of the rcfult. Of what would 
you convince me? That Mr. Falkland 
is a luborner and a murderer? 

l.made no anfwer. My filence was an 
affirmative to this queftion. 

And what benefit will rcfult from this 
conviction ? I have known you a promi- 
sing 



, Google 



a'58 ADVENTURES OF 

ling boy, whole character might turn to 
one fide or the other as events fliould de- 
cide. I have known Mr. Falkland in 
his maturer years, and have always ad- 
mired him as the living model of liberali- 
ty and goodnefs.- If you could change 
ail my ideas, and mow me that there was 
no criterion by which vice might be pre- 
vented from being miitaken for virtue, 
what benefit would arife from that ? I 
muft part with all my interior confola-' 
tion, and all my external connections. 
And for what ? What is it you propofe ? 
The death of Mr. Falkland by the hands' 
of the hangman ? - - 

No. I. will not hurt a hair of his head; 
unlefs compelled to it by a principle of 
defence. But finely you owe me juftice? 

What jiiffcce ? The juftice of - pro* 
claiming yoar .innocence ? ~You know 
what confluences are annexed to that; 
But I do not believe I .(hall find you in- 
nocent. 'U you even fucceed in perplex- 
ing 
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ing my under [tending, ■ you will not fac- 
eted in enlightening it. Such is the ftate 
of mankind, that innocence when involv- 
ed in eircumftances of fufpieion can 
fcftrcery ever make out a demonftration 
of its purity, and guilt can often make 
us feel an infurmounrable reluctance to 
the pronouncing it guilt. Meanwhile 
for the' p'urchaie of this uncertainty I 
itruft facrifice alL the remaining comforts 
ef my life. I ;believeMr.. Falkland to 
be virtuous, but I know him to be pre- 
judiced. He would ■ never forgive me 
even: this accidental parky.Iif'.by any 
means -he fhoutt come >to ^acquainted 

with 4c. ,....:: .-,</■ 

: - Oh t argue not the confequences that 
arcp offiblc tt>-:refu4tl -anfwercd J.ioipa- 
tienrly. ,lh*vc a. right to your .kmdnefs * 
^have,a.,right to your aQUranc^ t . : . 

Xotf : baye-.them« : -You bare .iVm.ffl 
a, certain. ^egjee^ and.it is^not Ukely.j» 
any procefsofexaminati^^QH.can h>ve 
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them cmnre. : Swu know: mybabtts of 
thinking. I vegard you As vicious i but 
1 do not confider the vicious as pro- 
per obje&s of. indignation and fcorn^ I 
coofider. you -ai * fBaftJiiue i you ateiiet 
tonftituted, I Am afraid, to.be gre^djf 
uteful 10 your, fellow men ; but you did 
not make yourfelf -, you «rr juft what at- 
cumjtancca T irrefiSiibb/ compelied-you- tq 
be. i.am fjtry ibr your ill properries-j, 
bat I.ejmertjin tib comity agaipft yott, 
nothing 'but beucvolenoe. .CoaAdering 
you in the light in which I ai prefeht con* 
fider ydui I am ready no contribute every 
tiling in my-:pofrec to>yo*r real advaa-. 
tagc, and would gladly afliit you, if I 
knew bow, in detecting and extirpating 
the errors that have irffted you. Ytfti 
fiavedifappdintednT'e, bitt'I-hawota rfc* 
proaches 10 utter : :: fl?Js WohVneciHFaiy* 
for me to ftel compaffibri'foryou, than 
that I ihould' accumulate ~yotfr misfor- 
tune by my eenfures. — -•,-■ ; 

What 
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What: could I fay to lueh a mart as 
this ? Amiable, inoorapftrabfc man ! 
Never was my: mind more painfully di- 
vided than, at that moment..' The more 
he-excited my admiration, tbd more mi- 
porioufly did my heart command riir, 
whacever were the price it flwoid cu&, to 
extort his friendfhip. I was perfuaded 
that fevere duty required of him, that he 
fliould rejed all perfonal confidcrattcaij; 
tnat he (hootd proceed . refobrtety c*. 
the inveftigation of the truth, and<!th#ft 
if he found the refulc terminating in- «y 
favour, be foould refign all his. advan- 
tages, and, deferted as I was by the world, 
make a common caufe, andrctufeavper 
to compeivJate the general iajiiftica. -ftM 
was it for me to force this conduft upqo 
him, 'if, now in his declining years,. his 
own fortitude fbrunk from it ? Alas, 
neither honor I forefaw the dreadful; ca-j 
taftrophe that was fo -daftly impending 1 
: Otfacrt 
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Otherwifc I am well affined, that no ten- 
dcrnefsfor his remaining tranquillity 
would have withheld htnrfrom a com? 
pliance with. my wifhesl On the other 
hand, could I prebend to know what evils 
might refult to him 1 from his declaring 
himielf my advocate ? Might not his in* 
tegrity be brow-beaten and defeated as 
mine had been ? Did . the imbecility of 
his grey hairs -afford no advantage to my 
terrible adverfary in thecontcft? Might 
not Mr. Falkland- reduce him to a coo-* 
dition .as 'wretched and low as mine. ? 
After all, was .it not vice in me to dejire 
to involve another man as my champion I 
If he could .protect me; had h not yet 
energy arid wifiaom and coofeww purity; 
enough to protect myfelf" ? 

Influenced by thefe' cohfiderations, I 
afftnted to -his. views. I afTented tq be 
thought hardly of ' by - the. man in the 
world- whole efteem J moft.ardent|y de- 
fired, rattier than involve him in poffible 
calamity. 
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calamity. I afiemed to the refigning 
what appeared to me at that .moment as 
the laft practicable comfort of my life, 
a comfort upon, the thought of which, 
while I furrendered it, my mind dwelt 
with undefcribable longings. Mr. Col- 
lins was deeply affected with the appa- 
rent ingenuoufnefs with which I expreffed 
my feelings. The fecret ftruggle of his 
mind was. Can this be hypocrify ? The 
individual with whom I am conferring, if 
virtuous, is one of the moft difinterefted- 
ly virtuous pcrfons in the world. "We 
tore ogrfelves from each other. Mr. 
Collins promifed, as far as he was able, 
to have an eye upon my vicilfitudes, and 
to aflift me in every refpect that was at 
all confident with a juft recollection of, 
confequences. Thus I parted as it were 
with my right arm; and voluntarily eon- 
fented, thus maimed and forlorn, to en* 
counter all the evils that were yet in ftore 
for me. 

CHAP. 
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IAV1NG made an experimene of va- 
rious fttuatlons, all of them with one uni- 
form refult, I at length determined to 
remove myfelf, if poflible, from the reach 
of my perfetutor, "by going into volun- 
tary banifhmtnt. from my native foil 
But it feemed this (lender confolarion was 
to be denied to me by the inexorable 
Falkland. At the time that the project was 
formed by me I was at no great diftance 
from the eaft coaft of the ifland, and I 
determined to take fiiip at Harwich, and 
pafs immediately into Holland. I ac- 
■ cordingly repaired to thafplace, and went 
fclmoft as foon as I arrived to the port 
But there was no veflel juft at that time 
ready to fail. I left the port, and with- 
drew 
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drew to an inn, where after fome time I 
retired to a chamber. I was fcarcely 
there, before the door of the room was 
opened, and the man, whofe countenance 
was of all others molt hateful to my eyes, 
Jones, entered the apartment. He (hut 
the door again as Toon as he entered. 

Youngfter, faid he, I have a little pri- 
vate intelligence to communicate to you. 
I come as a friend, and that I may favc 
you a labour-in-vain trouble. If you 
confider what I have to fay in that light, 
it will be the better for you. It is my 
bufinefs now, do you fee, for want of a 
belter, to fee that you do not break out 
of bounds. Not that 1 much matter- 
. having one man for my employer, or 
dancing attendance after another's heelsj 
but I have a fpecial kindnefs for you, 
for fome good turns that you wot of, and 
therefore I do not ftand upon ceremo- 
nies ! You have led me a very pretty 
round already; and, out of the. Love I 

Vol. IN.- N bear 
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bear you, you (hail lead me as much 
farther, if you will. But beware the fait 
fcas ! They are out of my orders. You 
are a prifoner at prefent, and I believe all 
your life will remain fo. Thanks to the 
milk-and-water foftnefs of your former 
mafter ! if I had the ordering of thefe 
thcfe things, it (hould go with you in 
another fafhion. As long as you think 
proper, you are a prifoner within the rules ; 
and the rules with which the foft-hearted 
(quire indulges you are alt England, 
Scotland' and Wales. But you are not 
to go out of thefe climates. The fquire 
is determined you (hall never pafs the 
reach of his difpofal. He has therefore 
given orders that, whenever you attempt 
fo to do, you Hull be converted' from a 
prifoner at large to a prifoner in the pro- 
perer meaning of the word. A friend of 
mine followed you juft now to the har- 
bour-, I was within call; and, if there 
had been any appearance of yourTetting 
your 
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your foot from land, we fhould have 
been with you in a trice, and laid you fall; 
by the heels. I would advife you for the 
future to keep at a proper diftance from 
die fea, for fear of the worft. You fee 
I tell you all this for your good. For 
my part I- mould be better fatisfied, if 
you were in limbo, with a rope about 
your neck, and a comfortable bird's eye 
profpe<5t to the gallows : but I do as I 
am directed 1 and fo, good night to you ! 
The intelligence thus conveyed to me 
occafioned an inftantancous revolution in 
both my intellectual and animal fyftem. 
I difdained to anfwer or take the fmalleft 
notice of the fiend by whom it was de- 
rivered. It is now three days fince I re- . 
ceived it, and from that moment to the 
preterit my blood has been in a perpetual 
ferment. ' My thoughts wander from one 
idea of horror to another with incredible 
rapidity. I have had no fleep. 1 have 
fcarcely remained in one pofture for a 
N a minute 



*68 ADVENTURES OF 

minute together. It has been with the 
utmoft (difficulty that I hare been able to 
command myfeif far enough to add a few v 
pages to my ftory. But, uncertain as I 
am of the events of each fucceeding 
hour, I thought it right to force myfeif, 
to the performance of this talk. AH is 
not right within mc. How it will ter- 
minate God knows. I lometimes fear 
that I mall be wholly defcrted of my 
reafon. 

What— -dark, myfterious, unfeeling, 
unrelenting .tyrant ! — is it come to this ? 
—When Nero and Caligula fwayed the 
Soman fecptre, it was a fearful thing to 
offend theie bloody rulers. The empire 
had already fpread itfelf from climate to 
climate, and from v fea to fca. If their 
"unhappy victim fled to the riling of the 
fun, where the luminary of day feems to 
us firft to afcend from the waves of the 
ocean, the power of the tyrant was 
ft ill behind him. If he withdrew to the 
weft, 
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weft, to Hefperian darknefs, and the 
fliores of barbarian Thule, ftill he was 
not (aft from his gore-drenched foe.— 
Falkland! art thou the offspring in whom 
the lineaments of thefe tyrants are faith- 
fully preferved ? Was the world with all ■ 
its climates made in vain for thy help- 
lefsj unoffending victim ? 
Tremble ! 
Tyrants have trembled furronnded 
with whole armies of their Janiflarics ! 
What ihould make thee inacceffibte to 
my fury? — No, I will ufe no daggersl 
•I will unfold a tale — ! I will mow thee 
for What tho'u art to the world-, and all 
the men that live ihall confefs my truth ! 
— Didft thou imagine that 1 was altoge- 
ther palfive, a mere worm, organized to 
feet fenfations of pain, but no emotion of 
refenrment ? Didft thou imagine that 
there was no danger in inflicting on me 
pains however great, miferics however 
dreadful ? Didft thou believe me impo- 
N 3 tent. 
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tent, imbecil and idiot-like, with no un- 
demanding to contrive thy ruin, and no 
energy to perpetrate it ? ' 

I wilt tell a tale — ! The juftice of the 
country fliall hear me ! The elements of 
nature in universal uproar (hall not inter- 
rupt me t I will fpeak with a voice more 
fearful than thunder ! — Why lhould I be 
fuppofed to fpeak from any diflionoura- 
ble motive ? I am under no profecution 
now ! I (hall not now appear to be en- 
deavouring to remove a criminal indict- 
ment from myfelf, by throwing it back 
on its author ! — Shall I regret -the ruin 
that will overwhelm thee! Too long 
have I been tender-hearted and forbearing I 
What benc6t has ever refulted from my' 
miftaken clemency ? There is no evil 
thou hall fcrupled to accumulate upon 
me ! Neither will 1 be more fcrupulous! 
Thou haft lhown no mercy j and thou 
Ihalt receive none ! — I muft be calm ! 
Bold as a Hon, yet collected ! 

This 
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This is a moment pregnant with fate. 
1 know — I think I know — that I will be 
triumphant, and crufh myfeemingly om- 
nipotent foe. But Ihould it be other- 
wife, at leaft he Jhall not be every way 
fuccefsful. His fame iball not be im- 
mortal as he thinks. Thefe papers fhall 
preferve the truth : they fhall one day be 
published, and then the world fhall do 
juftice on us both. Recollecting that, I 
fhall not die wholly without confolation. 
It is not to be endured that faifhodd and 
tyranny mould reign for ever. 

How impotent are the precautions of 
nun againlt the eternally exifUng laws 
of the intellectual world ? This Falk- 
land has invented againft me every fpe- 
cies of foul accufation ? He has hunted 
me from city to city. He has drawn 
his lines of circumvallation- round me 
that I may not efcape. He has kept hi* 
fcenters of human prey for ever at my 
heels. He may hunt me out of the 
N 4 world. 
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world. — In vain 1 With this engine, this, 
little pen I defeat all his machinations ; 
I ftab him in the very point he was moft 
folic'uoos to defend ! - 

, Collins ! I now addrefs myfelf to you, 
I have contented that you lhould yield 
me no afliftance in my prefent terrible 
fituation. I am content to die rather 
than do any thing injurious to your feli- 
city. — (But, remember, — you are my fa- 
ther ftill !— I conjure you, by all the love 
you ever bore me, by the benefits yop 
have conferred on roe, by the forbear- 
ance and kindnefs towards yon that now 
penetrates my foul, by my innocence-— 
'for, if thefe be the laft words I fliall ever 
write, I die protefting my innocence I— > 
by all. thefe or whatever tie more facred 
lias influence on your foul, I conjure 
you, lifted to my laft requeft! Preferve 
thefe papers from deftru&ion, and pre. 
fcrve them from Falkland ! It is all I 
aflt ! I have taken care to provide a fafe 
mode 
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mode of conveying them into your pof- 
fe-ffibn ; and I have a firm confidence 
which I will not fuffer to depart from 
me, that by fome means or other they 
will one day find their way to the public ! 
The pen lingers in my trembling fin- 
gers 1 — Is there any thing I have left un- 
faid ?— The contents of the fatal cheft 
from which originated all my misfortunes 
I have never been able to afcettain. I 
■once thought it contained fome mur- 
derous inftrument or rclique conne&ed 
with the fate of the unhappy Tyrrel. I 
am now perfuaded that the* fecret it in- 
clofed was a faithful narrative of that and 
its concomitant tranfactions to be re&rvcd 
in cafe of the worft, that, if by any un- 
foreseen event the guilt of Falkland 
fliould ever come to be fully difclofed, it 
might contribute to redeem the wreck of 
his reputation. But it is no matter. If 
Falkland (hall never be detected to the . 
Satisfaction of the world, fuch a narrative 
N 5 will 
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will probably never fee the light. |p that 
cafe this ftory of mine may amply, fe- 
yerely perhaps fupply its place. 

I know not what it is that renders me 
thus folemn. I have a fecrct foreboding 
as if I fhould never again be mailer of 
myfelf. If I fucceed in what I now me- 
ditate- respecting Falkland, my precau- 
tion in removing thefe papers will have 
been unnecefiary j I fliall no longer be - 
reduced to artifice and evafion. If 1 fail, 
the precaution will appear to be wifely 
chofcn. «. 
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■/ALL is over. I have carried into ex- 
ecution my meditated attempt. My fitua- 
tion is totally changed ; I now fit down 
to give an account of it. For fcvcral 
weeks after the completion of this dread- 
ful bufinefs, my mind was in too tumul- 
tuous a Hate to permit me to write. I 
think I (hall now be able to arrange my 
thoughts fufficiently for that purpofe. 
Great God ! how wondrous, how terri- 
ble are the events that have intervened 
lince I was laft employed in a fimilar 
_ manner! It is no wonder that my thoughts 
were foletrm, and my mind filled with 
horrible forebodings ! 

Having formed my refolutkm I fet oqt 

from Harwich for the metropolitan town 

N 6 of 
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of the county in which Mr. Falkland re- 
lided. Jones I well knew was in my 
Kit. That was of no confequence to 
me. He might wonder at the direction ■ 
I purfued, but he could not tell' with 
what purpofe I purfued it. My defign ' 
was a iecret carefully locked up in my 
own breaft. It was not without a fenti- 
mcnt of terror that I entered a town 
which had been the fcene of my long im- 

„ prifonment, I proceeded to the houfcof 
the chief magiftrate the inftant I arrived, 
that I might give no time to my adver- 
fary to counterwork my proceeding. 

I told him who I was, and that I was 
come from a diftant part of the kingdom 

' for the purpofe of rendering him the 
medium of a charge of murder againft 
ray former matter. My name was al- 
ready familiar to him. He anfwered that 
he could not lake cognizance of my de- 
pofition, that I was an object of univer- 
sal execration in that part of the world, 
and 
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and he was determined upon no account 
to be the vehicte of my depravity. 

I warned him to confider well what he 
was about. I called upon him for no fa- 
vour j I only applied to him in the regular 
ejtercife of his function.! Would he take 
upon him to fay that he had a right it 
his pleafure to fupprefs a charge of this 
complicated nature ? I had to accufeMr. 
Falkland of repeated murders. The per- 
petrator knew that I was in pofieffion of 
the truth upon the rubject ; and, know- 
ing that, 1 went perpetually in danger of 
my life from his malice and revenge, I 
was determined to go through with the 
bufinefs, if juftice were to be obtained 
from any court in England. Upon what 
pretence did he refufe my depofition ? I 
was in every refpect a competent witnefi. 
I was of age to understand the nature of 
an oath j I was in my perfect fenfes j I 
was untamilhed by the verdict of any 
j ury, or the fen tence of any judge. His 
private 
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private opinion of my character could 
not alter the taw of the land. I demand- 
ed to be confronted with Mr. Falkland, 
and I was well allured I mould fubftan- 
tiate the charge to the fabsfadtoo of 
the whole world. If he did not think 
proper to apprehend him upon my Angle 
tcftimony, I fhould be fatisfied if be only 
fent htm notice of the charge and fuiri- 
moned him to appear. 

The magiftrate finding me thus refo- 
lute, thought proper a little to lower his 
tone. He no longer abfolutely refufed 
to comply with my requifition, but con- 
defcended to expostulate with me. He 

. Kprelented to me Mr. Falkland's health 
which had for fome years been exceed- 
ingly indifferent, his having been already 

, once brought to trial, upon the fame ac- 
cufation, the 'diabolical malice in which 
alone my proceeding tnuft have origi- 
nated, and the tenfold ruin it would 
bring down upon my own head. I 
fhould 
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ihould be pilloried fbr perjury, if nof 
hanged for -the robbery, in relation to 
which Mr. Falkland had So gescroufly 
■fpared me upon a former occafion. ' To 
all thefe reprefentations my anfwer was 
•Aiort. I was determined to go on, and 
would abide the confequences. A fun> 
mons was at length granted, and notice 
lent to Mr. Falkland of the charge pre- 
ferred againft him. 

Three days elapfed before any farther 
ftep could be taken in this bufinefs. 
This interval in no degree contributed 
to tranquillife- my mind. The thought 
of preferring a capital accufation againlt, 
and battening the death of fuch a man 
as Mr. Falkland, was by no means an 
opiate to reflexion. At one time I com- 
mended thcaction, either as jutt revenge 
(for the benevolence of my nature was 
in a great degree turned to four), or as 
neceflary felf-defence, or as that which in 
an impartial and phUanthropicalettimate 
included 
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Included the fmalleft evil. At another 
time I was haunted with doubts. But, 
fpite of theft variations of fentiment, I 
uniformly determined to perfift; I felt 
as if impelled by an unconquerable ne- 
ceflity. The confequences were fuch as 
might well appal the ftouteft heart. 
Either the ignominious execution of a 
man whom I had once fo deeply vener- 
ated, and whom now I fometimes fuf- 
peded not to be without his claims to 
veneration; or a confirmation, perhaps 
an increafe, of the calamities I had fo 
endured. Yet thefe I preferred to a ftate 
of uncertainty. I defirect to know the 
worft ; to put an end to the hope, how- 
ever faint, which had been (b long my 
torment ■, and above all to exhauft and 
finifh the catalogue of expedients that 
were within my difpofition. My mind 
was worked up to a ftate little fhort of 
frenzy. My body was in a burning 
fever with the agitation of my thoughts. 
When 
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When I laid fny hand upon my bofom 
or my head, it fcemed to fcorch them 
with the fervency of its heat. 1 could 
not fit {till for a moment. I panted with 
inceffant defire that the dreadful crifis 
I had fo eagerly invoked were come, and 
were over. 

. After an interval of three days I met 
Mr. Falkland in the prefence of the ma- 
giftratc* to whom I had applied upon 
the fubjed. I had only two hours no- 
tice to prepare myfelf, Mr. Falkland 
feeming as eager as I to have the ques- 
tion brought to a crifis, and laid at reft 
forever. I had an opportunity before 
the examination to learn that Mr, Fo- 
reftcr was gone upon fome bufinefs on 
an excarfion to the continent, and that 
Collins, whole health when I faw him 
was in a very precarious ft ate, was at 
Jthii time confined with alarming illnefe. 
"Hh conftitution had been wholly broken 
with his Weft Indian voyage. The au- 
dience 
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dience I met at the houfe of the magi- 
strate confifted of icveral gentlemen and 
others kledcd for the purpofe, the plan 
being to find a medium between the fuf- 
picious air of a private examination, and 
the indelicacy as it was ftyled of an ex- 
amination expofed to the remark of 
every accidental fpcttator. 

I can conceive of no (hock greater 
than, that I received from the fight of 
Mr. Falkland. His appearance on the 
lad occafion on which we met, had been 
haggard, ghoft-like and wild, energy in 
his geftures and frenzy in his afpe&. It 
was now- the appearance of a corpfe. 
He was brought in in. a chair unable 
to ftand, fatigued and almoft deftroyed 
by the journey be had juft taken. His 
vifage Was colourlefs * his limbs defti- 
tute of motion, almoft of life. His head 
reclined upon his bofom, except that 
now and then he lifted it up and opened 
his eyes with a languid glance, imme- 
diately 
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diately after which he funk back into 
his former apparent infenfibilityv He 
fcetncd not to have three hours to live. 
He had kept his chamber for feveral 
weeks ■, but the fummons of the niagi- 
ftrate had been delivered to him at his 
bed- fide *, his orders refpecting letters 
and written papers being fo. peremptory 
that no one dared to difobey them. Up- 
oh reading the paper he was ieized with 
a ve^y dangerous fit ; but, as foon as he 
recovered, he infifted upon being convey- 
ed with all practicable expedition to the 
place of appointment. Falkland in the 
moft helplefs ftate was ft ill Falkland, 
firm in command, and capable to extort 
obedience from every one that approach- 
ed him. 

What a fight was this to me ! Till 
the moment that Falkland was pfefented 
to my view, my breaft was fteeled to 
pity. I thought that I had coolly enter- 
ad into -the reafon of the cafe (paffion in 
a ftate 
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a flute of fotemh and omnipotent vehe- 
mence always appears to be coolnefs t6 
him in whom it domineers) * and that I 
had determined impartially and juftly. 
I believed that, if Mr. Falkland were 
permitted to perfift in his fchemes, we 
ftwft iboth of us becompletely wretched. 
I believed that it was in my power by 
the refolation 1 had formed to throw my 
fcarcof this wretchedhefs from me, and 
that : his could fcarcely be increafed." ft 
appeared' therefore to my mind to be -4 
Ktere piece of equity and juftiee, fuchaJ 
M impartial fpe&a'tor would defire, that 
one perfon fliould be miferable in pre* 
ference to two, that one perfon rather 
than two fliould be incapacitated from 
a&ing his part, and contributing his 
(hare to the general good, I thought 
that in thisfcufineis I. had rifen fuperior 
to perfonal eonftderations, and judged 
with a total negleft of the miferable fug- 
gettions of fejf-regard. It is true Mr. 
Falkland 
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Falkland was mortal.; but, notwithftand- 
his apparent decay, he might live long. 
Ought I to fubmit to wafte the beft years 
of my life in my prefent wretched fitu- 
ation ? He had declared that his reputa-, 
tton fhould be for ever inviolate i thta 
was his ruling paffion, the thought that 
worked his foul to madneis. He would 
probably therefore leave a legacy of per-, 
fccution to be received by me from the 
hands of Jones or fame other villain 
equally atrocious, when he ftiould him-, 
felf be no more. Now or never wa» 
the time for me to redeem my future; 
life from endlefs woe. 

But all thefe fine-fpun reafonings va- 
nished before the object that was now 
exhibited to me. Shall I trample upon 
a man thus dreadfully reduced ? Shall I 
point my animofity againft one whom the 
fyftem of nature has brought down to the 
grave ? Shall I poifon with founds the moft 
intolerable to his ears the kit moments of 
a man like Falkland ? It is impoffible. 
There 
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There mod have been fome dreadful mrf- 
take in the train cf argument that per- 
fuaded me to be the author of this hate- 
ful fcene. There mult -have been a better 
and more magnanimous remedy to the 
evils under which I groaned*. 

It was too late. The miftake I had 
committed was now gone pad: all power 
of recti. Here was. Falkland folemnly 
brought before a magiftrate to anfwer a 
charge of murder. Here I ftood, hav- 
ing already declared myfelf ' the author 
of the charge, gravely and facredly pled- 
ged to fupport it. This was my fitua- 
tion-, and, thus fituated, I was called 
upon immediately to act. My whole 
frame Jhook. I would eagerly have 
contented that that moment fhould have 
been the laft of my exiftence. I how- 
ever believed that the conduct now moft 
indifpenfibly incumbent on me, was to 
■lay the emotions of my foul naked be- 
fore my hearers. 1 looked firft at Mr. 
Falkland, and theii at the magiftrate and 
attendants, 
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attendants, and then at Mr. Falkland 
again.. My voice was Suffocated with 
agonv. I began : 

Why cannot I recall the four laft days of 
my liie ? Hqw was it pofllble tor me to 
be fo eager, fo obltinate in a purpofe ib 
diabolical ? Oh, that I had liftened to the 
exppLiulatioiis of the magistrate that hears 
me, or Submitted to the well-meant def- 
potiftn of his authority ! Hitherto I have 
only been miferable; henceforth I (hull 
account myfelt bafe ! Hitherto, though 
hardly treated by mankind, 1 flood ac- 
quitted at the bar of my own confoence. 
I had not filled up the meafute of my 
wretchedntfs ! 

Would to God it were poflible for me 
to retire from this icene without uttering 
another word ! I would brave the conse- 
quences— I would lubmit to any imputa- 
tion of cowardice, fallhood and profliga- 
cy, rather than add to the weight of mif- 
fortune with which Mr. Falkland is 
6 over- 
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overwhelmed. But the- fituation and the 
demands of Mr. Falkland himfelf for- 
bid me. He, in compaffion for whofe. 
fallen ftate I would willingly forget every 
intereft of my own, would compel me to 
accufe, that he might enter upon his 
jollification. — I will confefs every, fcnti- 
ment of my heart. 

No penitence, no anguilh can expiate 
the folly and the cruelty of this laft act 
I have perpetrated. But Mr. Falkland 
well knows — I affirm it in his prefence— 
how unwillingly I have proceeded to' this 
extremity. I have reverenced hun; he 
was worthy of reverence : I have loved 
him j he was endowed with qualities that 
partook of divine. 

From the firft ,moment I (aw him, I 
conceived for him the moft ardent admi- 
ration. He condefcended to encourage 
me j I attached myfelf to him with all 
the fulnefs of affc£tion. He was unhap- 
py j I exerted myfelf with youthful cu- 
8 riofity 
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riofity to dtfcover the fecrct of his woe. 
This was the beginning of misfortune. 

What ftiall I fay ? — He was indeed 
the murderer of Tyrrel j he fuffered the 
Hawkinses to be executed, knowing that 
they were innocent, and that he alone 
was guilty. After fuccefRve furmifes, 
after various indifcretions on my part and 
indications on his, he at length confided 
to me at full the fatal tale ! 

Mr. Falkland ! I moil folemnly con- 
jure you to recollect yourfelf ! Did I ever 
prove ' myfelf unworthy of your confi- 
dence ? The fecret was a moft painful 
burthen to me ; it was the extremeft fol- 
,Iy that led me unthinkingly to gain pof- 
feffion of it; but I would have died a 
thoufand deaths rather than betray it. It 
Was the jealoufy of your own thoughts, 
and the weight that hung upon your 
mind, that led you to watch my motions, 
and conceive alarm from every particle of 
my conduct. 
Vot. HI. O . You 
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You began in confidence; why did 
you not continue in confidence ? The 
evil that refuhed from my original tm- 
prudence,'would then have been com- 
paratively little. You threatened me: 
did I then betray you ? A word from my 
lips at that time would have fteed me 
from your trhrears for ever. I bore them 
for a considerable period, and at laft 
quitted your fervice, and threw myfelf a 

. fugitive upon the world in filence. Why 
did you not fuffer me to depart ? You 
brought me back by ftratagem and vio- 
lence, and wantonly accufed me of an 
enormous felony ; did I then mention a 
fyllable of the murder, the fecret of 
which was in my pofftfTion ? 

Where is the man that has fuffered 
more from theinjuftice of fociety than I 
have done ? I was accufed of a villainy 
that my heart abhorred. I was lent to 
jail. 1 will not enumerate the horrors of 

. my prifon, the lighted of which would 
7 make 
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make the heart of humanity fhudder. I ' 
looked forward to the gallows ! Young, 
ambitious, fond of life, innocent as the 
child unborn, I looked forward to the 
gallows ! I believed that one "word of re- 
foluie accufation againft my matter would 
deliver me, yet 1 was filent, I armed 
myfelf with patience, uncertain whether 
it were better to accufe or to die. Did 
this fliew me a man unworthy to be 
trufted ? 

I determined to break out of prifan. 
With infinitedifficulty and repeated mis- 
carriages I at length effected my purpole, 
Inftantly a proclamation with a hundred 
guineas reward was iffued for apprehend- 
ing me, I waa obliged to take refuge 
among the fcum of mankind, in the midft 
of a gang of thieves. I encountered the 
moft imminent peril of my life when I 
■entered into this retreat, and when I; 
quitted it. Immediately after I travelled 
almoft the whole length of the kingdom 
O 2 - in 
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in poverty and diftrefs, in hourly danger 
of being retaken and manacled like a 
felon. I would have fled my country -, I 
was prevented. I had recourfe to various 
difguifes ; I was innocent, and yet was 
compelled to as many arts and fubter- 
fuges as could have been entailed on the 
worft of villains. In London I was as 
much harrafled and as repeatedly alarmed, 
as I had been in my Bight through the 
country. Did all thefe perfecutions per- 
fiiade me to put an end to my lilence ? 
No: I fullered them with patience and 
ihbmiffion ; I did not make one attempt 
to retort them upon their author. 

I fell at laft into the hands of the mif- 
creants that are nourifhed with human 
blood. In this terrible firuation I for 
the firft time attempted by turning in- 
former to throw the weight from myfelf. 
Happily for me the London magiftrate 
liftened to my tale w ith infolent contempt. 

I foon and long repented of my rafh- 
5 neij 
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nefs and rejoiced in my mifcarriage. I 
acknowledge that in various ways Mr, 
Falkland (hewed humanity towards me 
during this period. He would have pre- 
vented my going to prifon at firft •, he 
contributed to my fubfiftence during my 
detention - t he had no mare in the purfuic 
that had been fet on foot againft me ; he 
at length procured my difcharge when 
brought forward for trial. But a great 
part of his forbearance was unknown to 
me i I fuppofcd him to be my unrelent- 
ing purfuer. I could not forget that, 
whoever heaped calamities on me in the 
fequel, they all originated in his forged 
accusation. 

.■ The profecution againft me for felony 
was now at end. Why were not my fuf- 
fcrings permitted to terminate then,. and I 
allowed to hide my weary head in fome 
obfeure yet tranquil retreat ? Had I not 
fufficiently proved my conftancy and 
fidelity ?. Would not a compromife in 
O 3 this. 
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this fituation have been moft wife and 
moil fecure? But thereftlefs and jealous 
anxiety of Mr, Falkland would not per- 
mit him to repofe the leaft atom of con- 
fidence. Tlie only compromife that he 
propolcd was, that with my own hand I 
mould fign rr.yfclf a villain. I refufed 
this propofal, and have ever face been 
driven from place to place, deprived of 
peace, of honefl; fame, even of bread. 
For a long time 1 perfiftcd in the refolu- 
tion that no emergency mould convert 
me into the affailant. In evil hour I at 
tall liftened to my refinement and impati- 
ence, and the hateful miftake inio which 
1 fell has produced the prefent fecne. 

I now fee that miftake in all its enor- 
mity. I am fure that, if I had opened 
my heart to Mr. Falkland, if I had told 
to him privately the tale that I have now 
been telling, he could not have refitted my 
reafonable demand. After all his pre- 
cautions, he muft ultimately have de- 
pended 
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pended upon my forbearance. Could 
he be fure that, if I were at laft worked 
up to difclole every thing I knew, and to 
inforce it with all the energy I could ex- 
ert, I fliould obtain no credit ? If he 
muff in every cafe be at my. mercy, in 
which mode ought, he to have fought his 
fafety, in conciliation or in inexorable 
cruelty ? 

Mr. Falkland is of a noble nature. 
Yes i in fpite of the cataftrophe of Tyr- 
re),ofthe miferable end of the Haw- 
kinses, and of all that I have myfelf 
fuflered, I affirm that he has qualities of 
the moft admirable kind. It is there- 
fore impofliblc that he could have re- 
fitted a frank and fervent expoftulation, 
■the franknefs and the fervour in which 
the whole foul was poured out. I de~ 
fpaired, while it was yet time to have 
made the juft experiment ; but my de- 
fpair was criminal, was trcafon againft 
the foveicignty of truth, 

O 4 I have 
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I have told a plain and unadulterated 
tale. I came hither to curfe, but I re- 
main to blcfs. I came to accufe, -but 
am compelled to applaud. I proclaim 
to all the world that Mr. Falkland is a 
man worthy of affe&ion and kindncfs, 
and that I am myfelf the worft of villains [ 
Never will I forgive myfelf the iniquity 
of this day. The memory will always 
haunt me, and embitter every hour of 
my exiftence. In thus acting I have been 
a murderer, a cool, -deliberate, unfeeling 
murderer. — I have faid what my accurfed 
precipitation has obliged me to fay. Do 
with me as you pleafe ! I aflc no favour. 
Death would be a kindnefs, compared 
to what I feel ! 

Such were the accents dictated by my 
remorfe. I poured them out with uncon- 
trolable impetuofity, for my heart was 
pierced, and I was compelled to give 
vent to its anguUh. Every one that 
heard me was petrified with aftonifh- 
ment. 
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ment. Every one that heard mc was 
melted into tears. They could not refill 
the ardour with which I praifed the great 
qualities of Falkland ; they manifefted 
their fympathy in the tokens of my peni- 
tence. 

How fliall I defcribe the feelings of 
this unfortunate man ? Before I began, 
he leaned funk and debilitated, incapa- 
ble of any ftrenuous impreffion. When 
I mentioned (he murder, I could perceive 
in him an involuntary Ihuddering, though 
it was counteracted partly by thefeeble- 
nefs of his frame, and partly by the 
energy of his mind. This was an allega- 
tion he expected, and he had endeavoured 
to prepare himfelf for it. But there was 
much of what I faid, of which he had 
had no previous conception. "When I 
expreffed the anguifh of my mind, he 
feemed at firft ftartled and alarmed left 
this Ihould be a new expedient to gain 
credit to my tale. His indignation againft 
mo 
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me was great for having retained all 
my refentment towards him thus, as it 
might be, in the laft hour of his exiftence. 
It was increafed, when he difcovered me, 
ai he fuppofed, ufing a pretence of li- 
berality and fentimem, to give new edge 
to my hoftility. But, as I went "on, he 
could no longer refift. He faw my fin- 
cerity •, he was penetrated with my grief 
and compunction. He rofe from his feat 
fupported by the attendants, and — to my 
infinite aftooifiiment — threw himfelf into 
my arms ! 

Williams, faid he, you have conquered! 
] fee too late the greatnefs and elevation of 
your mind. I adore the qualities that you 
now difplay, though to thofe qualities I 
owe my ruin. I could have refilled any 
plan of malicious accufatkm you might 
have brought againft me. But I fee that 
the artlefe and manly ftory you have told, 
has carried conviction to every hear- 
er. All my profpecls are concluded. 
All that I moft ardently defired is for 
ever 
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ever fruftrated. I have fpent a life of 
the bafeft cruelty to cover one act of mo- 
mentary vice and to protect myfelf again ft 
the prejudices of my fpecics. I ftand 
now completely detected. My name 
will be confecrated to infamy, while your 
heroifm, your patience and your virtues 
will be forever admired. You have in- 
flicted on me the molt fatal of all mit 
chiefs, but I bids the hand that wounds 
me. And now,— turning to the ma- 
giftrate — and now, .do with me as you 
pleafe. I am prepared to fuffer all the 
vengeance of the law. You cannot in- 
flict on me more than I deferve. You 
cannot hate me more than 1 hate myfelf. 
1 am the molt execrable of all villains. 
I have for years (I know not how long) 
dragged on a miferable exiftence in infup. 
portable pain. I am at latt, in recom- 
pense for all my labours and my crimes, 
difmiffed from it, with the difappoint- 
ment of my only remaining hope, the 
deftruction 
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deftru&ion of that for the fake of which 
alone I confented to exilt. It was worthy 
of fuch a life, that it (hould continue juft 
long enough to witnefs this final over- 
throw. If however you wifli to punifh 
me, you mud be fpeedy in your juftice; 
for, as reputation was the blood chat 
warmed my heart, fo I feel that death 
and infamy mull feize me together. 

I record thepraifes bellowed on me by 
Falkland, not becaufe I deferve them, but 
becaufe they ferve to aggravate the bafc- 
nefs of my cruelty. He furvived but 
three days this dreadful fcenc. I have 
been his murderer. It was fit that he 
Jhould praife my patience, who has fallen 
a victim, life and fame, to my precipita- 
tion ! It would have been merciful in 
companion, if I had planted a dagger in 
his heart. He would have thanked me 
for my kindnefs. -But, atrocious, exe- 
crable wretch that I have been ! I wan- 
tonly inflifted on him an anguijh a thour 
(and' 
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fand times worfe than death. Meanwhile 
I endure the penalty of my crime. His 
figure is ever in imagination before me. 
Waking or deeping I (till behold him. 
He feems mildly to expostulate with me 
for my unfeeling behaviour. I live the 
devoted victim of confcious reproach. 
Alas ! I am the fame Caleb Williams 
that but ten days before boafted, that, 
however great were the calamities I en- 
dured, I was itill innocent. 

Such has been the refult of a project 
I formed for delivering myfelf from the 
evils that had fo long attended me. I 
thought that, if Falkland were dead, I 
mould return once again to all that makes 
life worth pofftfling. I thought that, if 
the guilt of Falkland were eltablifhed, 
fortune and the world would fmile upon 
my efforts. Both thefe events are accom- 
plifhed; and it is only now that I am 
truly miserable. 

Why ftiould my reflections perpetually 
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centre upon myfelf ? felt an overweeriing 
regard to which has been the fource of 
my errors! Falkland, I will think only 
of thee, and from that thought will draw- 
ever-frelh nourifhment for my forrows ! 
One generous, one difinterefted tear I will 
confecrate to thy aOies ! A nobler fpirit 
lived not among the ions of men. Thy 
intellectual powers were truly fublime, 
and thy bofom burned with a godlike 
ambition. But of what ufe are talents 
and fentiments in the corrupt wildernefs 
of human fociety ? It is a rank and rot- 
ten foil from which every finer ftirub 
draws poifon as it grows. All that in a 
happier field and a purer air would ex- 
pand into virtue and germinate into ge- 
neral ufefulnefs, is thus converted into 
henbane and deadly nightftiade. 

Falkland ! thou fettedft out in thy 
carreer with the pure ft and moft laudable 
intentions. But thou imbibedft the poi- 
fon of chivalry with thy earlieft youth ■, ' 
and 
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and the bafe and low-minded envy that 
met thee on thy return to thy native feats, 
operated with this poifon to hurry thee in- 
to madnefs. Soon, too foon, by this fatal 
coincidence were the blooming hopes of 
thy )outh blafted forever! From that mo- 
ment thou only continuedfl: to live to the 
phantom of departed honour. From that 
moment thy benevolence was in a great 
part turned into rankling jealoufy and in- 
exorable precaution. Year after year 
didft thou fpend in this miferable project 
of impofture -, and only at lafl: continuedfl 
to live long enough to fee, by my mif- 
judging and abhorred intervention, thy 
clofing hope difappointed.and thy death 
accompanied with the fouleft difgrace ! 

I beg^n thefe memoirs with the idea 
of vindicating my own character. I have 
now no character that I wifli to vindi- 
cate : but I will 6nifh-them that thy 
ftory may be fully understood; and that, 
if 
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if thofe errors of thy life be known which 
thou fo ardently defiredft to conceal, the 
world may at lcaft not hear and repeat a 
half-told and mangled talc. 
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